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“NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


——" 





THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR. 


President Poik and the secretary of the navy J. Y. 
Mason have accepted invitations to be present at the 
ensuing commencement of the University of North 
Carolina. They design to leave the city of Washing- 
ton for that purpose on Friday the 28th of May, and 
expect to reach Gaston near the state line the same 
evening, or early the next morning, at which place a 
deputation appointed by a meeting held at Henderson, 
of the citizensof Greenville, Franklin, and Warren, 


without distinction of party, will receive and welcome | 


the president to his native state, tender its hospitali- 
ties, and escort the party from thence to Raleigh, their 
seat of government, which a train of cars in waiting 


Maine. 


ted at New York, and newly named the Scourge. 
officer on board of her, gives the following account, 
in a letter dated Havana, March 18, 1847: 

“I do not know whether you were aware of the 
prognostications mace by many persons previous to 
\our departure from New York: but sir, if you were, 
certainly, you as well as a large portion of our friends 
must be desirous to iearfrom us, for many were the 





Tue Scource, we ascertain, was the steamer Ban-| Perry and selected from the disappointed squadron. 
Gor, built some years since at Wilmington, Del. in-| The Trenton News referring to the arrest and courte 
tended as a regular boat between Boston and Bangor, 


martialling of Licut. Hunter for the affair at Alvara- 


Some misfortune happened to her on her | do says:—“A gentleman, on hearing of this affair was 
first or second trip,—and we heard no more of the! reminded of the story of the English private soldier in 
Bangor, until the United States being sadly in want | British India, who being drunk one night, rushed from 
of boats of her draft for the Mexican coast, the Bangor | 
amongst others was bought up at a round price, refit-| of a native fort the English were besieging, and made 
An | such a hideous shouting, that the poor Hindoos thought 


| lus tent, with a weapon in his hand. scaled the walls 


a whole army was upon them, and surrendered at 
idiscretion. The British commander, although he did 
| not refuse to receive the fort which had been taken so 
disorderly, put the soldier under arrest and court-mar- 
tialed him. The poor private was sadly puzzled to 
_understand why a soldier should be punished for doing 
| too well, and exclaimed in much vexation, “well, 


will enable them to reach the following evening (Sat- | doubtful looks and expressions ventured as to whether | since you make such a fuss about it, Pll take no more 


urday,) where the president designs to remain until 
Monday the 3\st. 

The president must require some relaxation from 
the arduous duties that have so unremittingly occu- 
pied his time anc attention. North Carolina will be 
at home, to welcome her distinguished son. The oc- 
casion of the meeting,—a tribute at the shrine of learn- 
ing aud science —all will be felicitous. 


DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


Turkish Reform.—A curious sign of the times is no- 
ticed at the last drawing-room, in Paris, in the fact 
that the Turkish ambassador was accompanied by his 
lady. The Princess Callimaki was attired in Parisian 
costume, the prince in the dress of his country. 


U. S. Minister to Brazil.—lIt is stated that Colonel 
Tod will sail in the U.S. ship Brandywine, from 
Norfolk,on the Istof June. Thos. J. Morgan, esq., 
the law clerk in the oftice of the Solicitor of the trea- 
sury, is to be secretary of the legation. 





Recations witn Japan. At a meeting of the roy- 
al geographical society of Paris, M. Jomard, its presi- 


from a report to the government of the United States 
by an American traveller,Mr. A. H. Palmer. 
work alluded to is a “memoir containing brief notices 
respecting the present state of productions, trade, 


ta, Burmah, Cochin, China, the Indian Archipelago, 
and recommending that a special mission, be sent by 
he government of the United States to make treaties 
and extend our commercial relations with those coun- 
ies. By Aaron H. Palmer.” 





Tue Case or Susan vers. tHe U. Srares, for dam- 
iges alleged to have been sustained to certain mills 
kc, inthe Florida war, and for which government 
lal already awarded and paid to Mr. S. $27,000, he 
sumed his claim for further damages amounting al- 
gether to about $2,700,000, and employed a num- 
er of counsel, amongst others, Webster, Dallas, Ber- 
lan, Gilpin, and T. L. Smith. The case has been 
erred to the secretary of the treasury for adjust- 
tent. James W. McCvuttocn, comptroller of the 
‘asury, lent the energies of a superior mind to the 
Hvestigation and made out it is said a clear and con- 
sive report on the whole subject, concluding with 
decision that $15,000 would be full and sufficient 
amages in the case. The secretary of the treasury 
Proved of the report, and so decided the case. 











“Ricut or Way.” The Washington Union denies 
aving ever claimed the right of the United States 


dent, made a communication on the present state of | 
Japan, chiefly derived, says that learned geographer, | 


The | 


. “ 8 | 
ommerce, &c. of the Comoro Islands, Abyssinia, Per- 


\she would ever cross the gulf stream. Painful as 
\those expressed doubts were to the friends of those 
that composed her crew, yet were they frequently re- 
peated, and indeed, some were advised to leave her. 
But our country called for our service, to defend her 
rights, and although from the ominous look of many 
| an experienced eye in naval affairs, we were disposed 
|to doubt the capacity of the steamer for weathering 
the storm, yet all were willing to brave the battle and 
the breese. And accordingly we sailed from New 
York onthe 4th inst. in company with the steamer 
Scorpion. The evening of our departure, we left as- 


| weather. All on board anxiously watched the move- 
ments of the little steamer when the bad weather com- 
menced, and we soon found that all was right, for she 
mounted the big seas like a duck; and during the great- 
er part of our passage, notwithstanding that the wea- 
‘ther was bad, and thesea running pretty high, yet 
| was her quarter deck dry. Of course the wind being 
| generally ahead, our passage has been longer than we 
had hoped for. We arrived yesterday, making it 13 
| days passage. The Scorpion is not yet in, but welook 
for her momentarily. 

| ILhad forgotten to say one thing, that is, notwith- 
standing the doubt, as to the capacity of this vessel for 
sea service, that not even a spare sail was put on board 
for cases of emergency; this omission looks much as 
if it was thought she would never arrive in port again 
and therefore not necessary to go to farther expense 
in fitting her out. The sails are all old; scarcely is 
there a common croger upon the ocean, that has not 
| spare sails. With regard to other matters, they are 
very delicate—so excuse me. 








We sail for Vera Cruz in three or fourdays—we 
would leave sooner, but deficiencies must be made up, 
for we are undergoing repairs in the boilers; we have 
found them, also. in a bad condition, &c. &c. 

Com. Perry passed this place some days ago, on 
his way to the squadron. We shall hope fora pleas- 
'ant passage to Vera Cruz, and when there, if opportu- 
nity happens, I think our gallant commander, Charles 








| eountry. 
| March 20th.—We are still here, repairing adefect 


in the boilers, and very anxious io getoff. The Uni- 


G. Hunter will give a good account in his log to the | 


ted States bomb brig Hecla has just made her appear- | 


‘ance off the harbor. One officer in a boat has come 
Campbell) will continue on to Vera Cruz. 

The letter bag is yet on board, and 1 have opened 
this to give you an example of American character. 
This day four American citizens, mechanics, have vol- 
unteered to come on board to-morrow, (Sunday) and 





povernument) to expend money in making the ship | 
anal atthe isthmus.—“‘All we recommended” Says | 
® Union “was to secure the right of way, whether | 
T acanal at the isthmus of Tehuantepec, (if that | 
bite be practicable for that purpose,) or for a rail- 
ad. We have merely stated, that any improvement 
that description should be carried out by private 
— Our impression is that congress have no 
| r Under the constitution to dig such a canal, or 
“Xe such a railroad.” 
Vol. XXII. Sie. 11 





assist in puttingour boilers in order; this arises from 
pure motives of patriotism, as they have said that any 
offer of pay for their services will be looked upon as 
an insult to them. This is too good to go unmention- 
ed, and I hope that their names will be sent by our 
generous commander to the navy departinent.”’ 





Remonstrances appeared in several leading pa- 
pers urging the secretary of the navy not to allow 


tern our companion, as she could not keep up with us, | 
and on the third day we experienced quite severe | 


| forts for you!” 
| Monuments ro Lawrence ano Luptow. The ves- 

try of Trinity church has erected with liberality and 
_good taste, near the flagging which leads to the left 
| entrance, a beautiful monument to the memory of 
Capt. James Lawrence, who fell in the Chesapeake in 
\the engagement with the Shannon. It bears a suita- 

ble inscription. They have also erected one in mem- 
ory of Lieut. Ludlow, who was killed in the same en- 
| gagement. Post. 


CominG FRoM THE war---Cap*. McManus, the com- 
mander of the state Pencibles, has just returned from the 
| seatoft war. to Jackson, Miss. Though unable to com: 
mand his company at Buena Vista, he was furnished a 
horse and remained with it all day on horseback. 





Tue Reeiment or Vouitieveurs. This service ap- 
pears to be popular with recruits. The companies 
we perceive are filling up rapidly. This is character- 
istic of our countrymen. Voltigueurs have usually the 
|, ost of honor, and lead the van in forward movements 
| through the most dangerous defiles. They move a- 
| bout with the celerity of cavalry. Infact they form a 
‘little army of themselves, of dragoons, infantry and 
jartillery. In the first place there are to be 500 dra- 
| 





/goons, mounted; theneach dragoon is to have an in- 
| fantryman at his side, whom he on emergencies takes 
up behind him, and finally there is an active little bat- 
tery of light brass pieces, which can be unlimbered 
/and parted upon the back of mules, and moved about 
'with celerity, or placed in battery in positions inac- 
cessible to heavier pieces. 

| Nationar Mepica Convention. <A convention 
consisting of between two and three hundred delegates 
from various medical schools and societies in the U. 
States, assembled at Philadelphia on Wednesday the 
Othinst. The session lasted three days. Before ad- 
joining the following resolution was proposed and a- 
dopted: 

“Resolved, That this convention do now resolve 
itselfin the 

‘“‘American Mepicar Association,” 

An election was then gone into for officers for said 
association for the ensuing year. The following gen- 
'tlemen were chosen— 
| President—Dr. Nathaniel Chapman, of Pa. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. J. Knight, New Haven; A 





| 
} 
H 
| 


! 


|in, and after communicating with our consul (General | H. Stevens, N. Y.; Moultrie, South Carolina; Bucha- 


/nan, Tennessee. 

Secret’s—Drs. Stille of Phil. and Dunbar, of Balt. 

Treasurer—Dr. J. Hays. 

The association adjourned to meet again the first 
Tuesday in May, 1848, at the city of Baltimore. 

Measures were taken to secure a higher order of 
scholastic education as preliminary to the admission 
of students into our medical colleges, and the stand- 
ard agreed upon is nearly equal to the requisitions for 
the degree of bachelor of arts in the academic depart- 
ment of any of our colleges. The elevation of the 
standard of qualifications for the doctorate was insis- 
ted upon, with recommendations of extending the lee- 
ture term in all medical colleges from feur to six 
_months. and a provision requiring (ge students to at- 


| 
| 
} 
| 
' 


| Lieut. Hunter to be tried by a court selectedby Com. | tend throughout the entire term, or forfeit credit fo 
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a full course; enlarging the curriculum of the college 
course; calling for seven professors in each medical 
school; demanding that three months be required to 
be steadily employed in practical anatomy, and clai- 
ming clinical instruction to be included in each col- 
lege course. 





Inzumination. The celebration in honor of the 
victories in Mexico, took place at New York on Fri- 
day evening, the 7th inst. It must have been a splen- 
did affair. The public places and many private 
dwellings were illuminated, transparencies innumer- 
able, fire works, artillery roaring, and flags displayed 
in all directions. The crowd was of course immense; 
it is estimated that 400,000 people witnessed the 
spectacle. 

The celebration at Washington city took place on 
Saturday evening the 8th, the anniversary of the first 
victory—Palo Alto. It was for that community, e- 
qually a3 imposing as thatof New York. The details 
fill over two columns of the National Intelligencer.— 
A bonfire composed of 100 tar and turpentine barrels 
and other combustibles, erected into a_ pillar forty 
feet high illuminated the space between the capitol] 
and navy yard. 





Foreign Maris. The postmaster general adverti- 
ses dated April 30, 1847, that the first steamship of 
the line, by Cowes, England, to Bremen, Germany 
will leave N. York on the Ist June next, and the first 
of each second month thereafter. It is expected that 
the second ship will be ready in the course of the 
season to furnish a mail each intermediate month.— 
On letters or packages addressed to Bremen, postage 
may be collected there; to allother places postage 
must be pre-paid, inland postage to New York as well 
as the foreign postage. 

Rates of the postage.—Upon all letters and packages 
not exceeding one-half ounce in weight, twenty-four 
cents; over one half ounce in weight and not exceed- 
ing one ounce, forty-eight cents; and for every addi- 


Lord John Russell, for governmental sanction and as- 
sistance. The committee propose that a sum ofa- 
bout £5 for each emigrant shall be devoted, so that if 
the emigration shall, as is hoped, amount within the 
next three or four years toa million and a half of 
people, £7,500,000 will be expended by the British 
government in settling them upon land in the colo- 
nies. It is farther proposed that aids of settle nent 
shall be granted to the emigrants, of various kinds, 
but especially that their clergy shall be induced to ac- 
company them, and to act not only as their religious 
instructors but as guides and governors to those who, 
if left unaided, prove too often incapable of benefit- 
ting either themselves or the country of their adop- 
tion. 

What countenanee the British government may be 
disposed to give to this project we are not told. The 
Canadian editor seems not to relish the scheme,—he 
says:—We very much mistake the sentiments of the 
people of Canada if they would hail with any satisfac- 
tion, the expenditure of even £7,500,000 in their 
midst, if acompanied by the attempted settlement a- 
mong them of 1,500,000 of such emigrants as Mr 
Morgan John O’Connell, and his co-secretaries, thus 
describe. ‘The Irish Roman Catholic population 
comprises so small a proportion of the middle and 
highest classes, that it may be said to consist mainly 
of an indigent and uneducated peasantry,” having ‘al- 
most no aristocracy—no natural leaders but their priest- 
hood; while, from their peculiarities of character and 
circumstances, they stand more in need of leadership 
than any people on the face of the earth.” 

The idea of converting Canada into what these dis- 
interested Irish land-holders call a “‘New Ireland” or 
of expecting that any number of such “natural lead- 
ers” could render any such amount of emigration 
‘of an orderly and prosperous kind,” is altogether too 
poetical for any but a Milesian imagination. 

Tue Hospirars at Vera Cruz.—We were told 
last evening that there were between a thousand and 





tional half-ounce, or fraction of an ounce, fifteen cents. 
Upon each newspaper, pamphlet, and price cur- 
rent, three cents. Inland postage in all cases to be 


added, whenever the maiter is transported by mail | 


within the United States. 
The law imposes a fine of $500 on any person who 
shall carry or transport any letter, package, newspa- 


° . . ea] 
pers, printed circular, or price-current, on board said | 


steamers, except newspapers in use and not intended 
for circulation in the country to which she is bound. 

Post Orrices and Cuear Postace. The increase 
in the revenues at 19 of the principal post offices in 
the Union, for the quarter ending 3lst March, 1847, 
compared with the corresponding quarter of 1846, was 
a little over 17 per cent. The respective increase 
was as follows: 

Albany $638; Annapolis $543; Baltimore §3,118: 


Boston $1,508; Buffalo 562; Cincinnati $1,569; Col- | 


umbus $1,375; Lexington $333; Louisville $734; Lo- 
well $537; Macon $560; Newark $555; Norfolk 636; 


twelve hundred sick soldiers in the hospital at that 
| place, but that the deaths were comparatively few.— 
Many of these men are completely prostrated, worn 
down with disease, and the nature of the climate ts 
such as to make achange absolutely necessary to 
bring them up again. To enable them effectually to 
recover, discharges are given in every case where the 
certificate of the physician to thut effect is given.— 
Several hundreds have already been sent home, and 
we notice toothat many of the volunteer officers are 
retiring from service because of ill health.—. 4merican 
| Eagle of April 20th. 





SENOR ATOCHA’S PROPOSITION TO MEXICO. 

The New York “Courier des Etats Unis” of the Ist 
May, publishes a letter from Vera Cruz dated the 9th 
of April. The writer says that, to his own personal 
knowledge, M. Atocha just before his departure from 
| Mexico, and at three o’clock in the morning, wrote a 











to Vera Cruz in a few days; this time as a simple tra. 
veller. His presence there (adds the Courier 
prove beneficial to the cause of peace. 

ESE POT ELD 


—— aaa 


FOREIGN. | 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Fast Day. A day of fasting and humiliation Wags 
ordered by the queen in conncil to be observed on Wed 
nesday the 24th March. “he Examiner observed upo 
the subject that, if the Deity was so displeased with the 
conduct of the people as to send a famine among them 
it was arrogant to suppose that one day of fasting ang 
supplication, passed us such days generally are, Was 
sufficient to propitiate Him. The day was hailed ang 
treated as a holyday by all who could afford to keep jt 
in that way. he churches of the establishment were 
opened and filled with crowds of listeners to very drow. 
sy, arrogant, and presump'uons sermons. It is a ques. 
tion whether any less amcunt of eating and drinking 
was done. The butchers aud bakers were buay op 
Tuesday morning serving out double quantities to their 
customers, as there would be no shops open on Wee. 
nesday. 

Douglas Jerrold sta'es in his Weekly Journal of the 
27th, under the head of ‘ Police,” the following: 

“Worship street. On Thursday the attention of the 
court was occupied nearly the whole of the forenoon jp 
disposing of drunken charges and rows consequent upon 
the observance of the fast, which were unquestionably 
far greater in number than are usually brought to this 
court, even at those periods of the year wt.en our great- 
est testivals are held.” 

The London correspondent of the National Intell. 
gencer says: “If public feeling and general cominent 
are to guide future proceedings. I think there is a strong 
indication that no more public fasts will be ordered as q 
means of everting Divine displeasure. The Quakers 
and a greater part of the Dissenters took no nutice of 
the order; their chapels were all closed ” 

Royal salaries. Parliament allows the Queen of Eng. 
land for her support, $1,750,000; for Prince Albert, her 
husband, $133,000, and for her horses and _ hounds, 
$3 10,000—making in al] $2,193,000. The cost to the 
English government of putting the silver edging to 
pieces of muslin, which is always torn off ard thrown 
away before the fabric can be converted to use, is £20. 
000 a vear! 

A Court Dress. A London correspondent of the N. 
York Herald, says that the cost ot a lady’s court dress 
varies from 139 to 1200. The value of jewels, worn on 
such occasions, is soinetitnes immense—according to the 
wealth or resources of the party. The lady of the late 
Thomas Hope, Esq., appeared at court with jewels es 
timated at 17C0,000, 

Court Etiquetie. A stranger wishing to be presented 
at the Court of St. James, or Tuilleries, must write or 
cal! on the minister of his country, stating his wish, and 
the time he would like to be presented, when the minis: 














—__, 


the person, and is willing to favor him, sends his name 
| to the master of presentation at court, who registers it 
and grants permission, unless there are more names 
already registered than can be presented at the levee, 
which is the state occasion for presenting all unofficials 
A court suit, consisting of a body coat, white vest, satin 
breeches, silk stockings, (white or flesh colored,) and wig 
are requisite, unless the person is a diplomatic, military, 
or naval officer. Al! such may be presented in the uni 
form of their office. Less ceremony is observed at the 
French then at the English court, but court costume, 








| confidential letter to Rejon, in which he made the fol- 
| lowing proposition, (in his own name and not official- 


Philadelphia $3,797; Pittsburg 4684; Richmond 4522: ily,) «s the basis of a treaty, that, in his opinion and 


St. Louis 79; Savannah $714; Wilmington $409. 
EMIGRATION ON A MAGNIFICENT SCALE. 
We have had emigration going on in a small way 
for some time. It has been increasing too, at a rate 


which people, who are slow in keeping up with the | between the 33d and 34th degrees of latitude. [This 
high pressure steam, rail-road and electrical telegraph | line would only include New Mexico, in addition to 
rapidity of the age that has overtaken us, were | California; while the 26th parallel would have depri- 


thinking was quite considerable. To hear of whole | 
villages in Germany becoming depopulated—their in- | 
habitants coming over in body,—to learn that all 
the shipping employed was inadequate to take in the | 
crowds of emigrants,—to hear of 120,000 coming | 
this year from the ports of Bremen and other har- | 
bors of that coast alone, besides those from other 
parts of Europe, startles such people. Nearly thirty 
thousand reaching the single port of New York in the 
month of April, and a certainty that more than that 
will Jand there in the present month, overwhelms 
them. What will such persons think of the follow- 
ing project? True itis not a project for direct emi- 
gration to the United States, it is only to our close 
border. 

We fird in the Montreal Herald of the 29th April, | 
a letter addressed tothe editor of that paper, and | 
signed by Morgan John O'Connell, M. P., Wm. H. | 
Gregory, M. P., Johu Robt. Godley, as a committee | 
unfolding the plan of ascheme of emigration from Ire-' 
Jand to Canada, which they say has been proposed to | 


| according to his instructions, would be acceptable to 


both countries: 

| The adoption as a boundary line between the two 
countries of the Rio Grande del Norte as far up as the 
parallel of Califorma, which intersects the Rio Gila 





ved Mexico of one-third of her territory.] The Uni- 
ted States were also to pay for these acquisitions $1 5,- 


required at both. Court suits can always be bired at he 
' costumers in London and Paris. 

| [We never meet wih a statement of this kind of re 
| quisition upon a man’s independence without feeling 
isomewhat John Randolphish—he of Roanoke, when & 
the court of Russia.) 


Tue BRITISH GENERAL Post ofFice.—-A letter {rom 
London, in the National Intelligencer says—T hal gr 
gantic establishment, is expanding rapidly as an im 
strument of the greatest possible public and individet 
covenience. It is taking an important position 38 
banking institution so far as relates to the transmiesio® 
of funds, as the following facts prove: 

In the three months which ended April 5, 

1839, the number of money orders issu- 

ed by the general post office was 


94 
£17,401 








000,000 or $20,000,000, and also become responsi- | 
ble for the Mexican claims. 

The expenses of the war, M. Atocha estimated at | 
$60,000,000. There was also to be a treaty of com- | 
merce, and of alliance between the United States and | 


° . . > ° . : . <n dita 
Mexico, offensive and defensive; the former engaging | march to Mezico.—The London Chronicle says 


to protect the latter, as well as to refuse to acknowl- 
edge the independence of revolting provinces, and al- 
thereon a force of from five to ten thousand men. 

This letter-writer also (continues the Courier) | 
says that these liberal conditions were read, and M. 
Atocha was charged by the Mexican Cabinet with a 
reply to the effect that it would open negotiations the 
moment the American arms were withdrawn from 
the Mexican soil. 

The Courier des Etats Unis, in its comments upon 
this letter, remarks that M. Atocha defrayed the ex- 
peuse of his own mission, and that he is going again 





‘if the yellow fever and the Mexicans permit the! 
: ‘ Al | stationed in the north of the province to advance 
so to defend the frontier against the Indians, keeping | land through the passes. 


'mated the attacking force at seventeen thousan ™ 


any manner the United States can contrive 10 % 


The amount for which they were issued 

In the three months which ended April 5, 
1846, the number of money orders issu- 391,01 
ed was ‘ ; a 

The amount for which they were issued £681,29810 
Eneisu notions as to the attack on Vera Cruz, & 


. ; s 
attack on Vera Cruz appears still to stand; that Is 
“ } 


Our correspondent hasé 


We have not the slightest hesitation in saying, that! 


gaie that number of men in the neighborhood 0! .'° 
Cruz, the town must infallibly fall. The Ame! ™ 
in sheer fighting will knock the Mexicans to piece 
that there can be no doubt. It wonld only be oni 
tial prowess that the result could depend, for ne , , 
States by sea could keep their army well supP ¥ aa 
victualled. The puzzle is, however, to see hos a 
further forward the United States will be one . 
they have won Vera Cruz. ‘T'heir plan is, «8 * 


) may 


ter, if he finds nothing objectionable in the characterol @ 
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ce upon Mexico itself, by Jalapa and Perote; but, 

less we are much mistaken, this hope is about as vi- 
un ary as that of Napoleon upon Moscow. There is 
t one thing we know of that is more difficult for the 
inited States army than to get to Mexico, and that 
would be to get back again to Vera Cruz. The expect- 
tion of @ suczessful advance is, however, out of the 
nuestion. ‘Two gaunt spectres,-—disease and famine,—- 
and in the passes between Vera Cruz and Mexico, and 
vaive the invaders back.” 


IRELAND-— We find a long interesting letter in the 
ast N. York Courier § Enquirer, dated Dublin, April 
21 We have room for only the two concluding para- 

q— 

oe day of national humiliation, 24th March, 1817, 

as observed with peculiar solemnity throughout the 
mpire,—peculiarly so here. Al! vied—at least in the 
sternal tokens of the reeognition of providence; and 
rostration under his chastising hand. Even those who 
disclaimed the acknowledgement of a right in govern- 
ment to dictate a religious observance, did it for thein- 
ives. Could it be otherwise? In those isolated, pen- 
nsular, remote districts where famine has reigned pa- 
gmount, it is now found necessary to convert thein into 
ide hospitals; to erect eating houses for the survivors; 
nd to appoint cooks, nurses, and guardians for the tot- 
ering, silly victims of inanimation. And though the in- 
ux of provisions generally is pulling down the marke's, 
nd the provision merchants are likely to lose in the fu- 

rein proportion to their profits in the past, and hospi- 


advan 


gare mialtiplied as disease spreads, yet the sum of | 


overty, and misery, and death may well bring a thrill 
» the most callous spirit and bow it before Him who 
illeth and maketh alive.’ 

I have given your readers a history; I close with a 
mmary. The famine is no more. Provisions are | 
uring in; so that it is expected there will be more corn 
erchauis in the insolvent courts, than of any other 
ass. But disease is wide-spread; not only in the fa- 
ine districts, but in the midland and northern—Trim, 
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The Peruvian minister of foreign affairs hastened to 
send an account to M. Lemoyne of this fatal event, pro- 
mising the culprits should be brought to punishment, 
that the property of the deceased should be collected 
and sent to the French legation. The President of Peru, 
who had formed an attachment for M. D’Ossery, ex- 
pressed to the French charge d’affairs his grief and decp 
regret at his luss. 


PRUSSIA. 

The united diet of the kingdom, assembled in virtue of 
a summons from the sovereign. The occasion was 
hailed with enthusiasm by the people of Prussia, as a 
consummation to some extent at least, of the solemn 
promise made to them ‘a long time ago’ when the king 
was requiring the utmost sacrifices and services at their 
hands to save his throne, promises often repeated since, 
but each time as it was thought, in fainter and fainter 
tones. 
~ ‘The assembling of a diet was a startling circumstance 
to the other powers of the “holy alliance.” Earnest re- 
monstrances were made. 

All were anxious to hear what the king would say in 
his speech to the new congress. 

He has spoken. His speech is a curiosity, bold and 
emphatic enough to satisfy the most fastidious of the des- 
potie, on one hand—and equally conciliatory to the peo- 
ple on the other. As to granting his people a constitu- 
tion, or courting popular favor, he says-- 

‘Noble lords and trusty orders, I am forced to the 
solemn declaration that no power on earth will ever suc- 
ceed in moving me to change the natural, and, in our 
own case, so imperatively necessary, relation between 
prince and people into something merely conventional 
or constitutional; and that, once for all, [ will never suf- 
fer a written sheet of paper to force itself in, as it were a 
second providence, between our Lord Gud ia heaven 
and this people, in order to rule us with its paragraphs, 
and to replace by them our ancient and time-hallowed 
trusty reliance on each other. Between us be truth.— 
From one weakness I feel myself entirely free--I strive 





rmagh, Lurgan. Fever and dysentery, everywhere; 
sides these, decline, in connexion with mental silliness | 
here famine was. ‘These districts are now so many. 
ral hospitals. The cultivation is general and vigor-| 
except in the south and west,—Cork, Tipperary, | 
ayo, Clare. ‘Twenty per cent. of those on the pub- 
works are in weekly progress of dismissal—to 
mish laborers for the land; in many places they are | 
pwilling and rebel,—and there is distress; but the | 
use isinevifable. Emigration is extensive beyond 
} precedent; the ports are crowded, and every ship fill- 
—with those furnished with means by their friends in 
erica, —those bribed by their landlords to go that 
ey may be rid of them,—and those in more comfurta- 
p circumstances, glad to escape contagion and mise- 
; The paupers crowd the English and Scottish towns; | 
ean they be got rid of. In Dublin, £40,000—besides 
poor rate, are assessed for external relicf; Drogheda, 
wry, Belfast are in a similar condition, from the in- 
of country poor. Yet the landlords cry out ‘‘con- 
ation; and the archbishop of Dublin joins them; 
bugh outdoor relief of the able bodied is a part of the 
asure for reclaiming and improving waste iands; to | 





not for idle popular favor; who could do so if he read 
history aright? I strive only to fulfil mv duty so as to 
satisfy my understanding and conscience, and to de- 
serve the thanks of my people, even though it be never 
my lot to obtain it.” 


STATES OF THE UNION. 





Connecticur. 
5th inst. 

The senate elected Thomas C. Perkins, Esq., pre- 
sident pro tem. 

‘ The house. 1. S. Foster, Esq., was elected spea- 
er. 

The Governor's address, was brief, and related chief- 
ly to affairs of the state, which appear to be in ex- 
cellent condition, as we might expect from a com- 
munity of republicans in which education was an 
early and primary consideration, insomuch that 
jevery citizen has partaken of ifs enlightment. 

The school fund, deservedly the pride of the state, 
now exceeds $2,000,000. During the past year it 
divided $125,710 65 amongst 86,697 children between 
the ages of from four and sixteen years, being $1 45 
to each scholar. 

The state is in debt to the school fund $11,565 68. 

The state expenses for ihe year, exceeded its in- 
come by $26,270 41. 

The state prison expenses for the year $12,093 08. 
[ts income $15,570 20. The governor recommends 
that the surplus $3,472 12, derived from the guilty, 
should be expended in relief of the unfortunate, the 
insane, the deaf, dumb, and blind. 


The legislature assembled on the 


ALABAMA. The democratic stale convention, asseme 
bled at Montgomery on the 3d May. Hon. William 
LL. Yancey was called to the chair, as a preliminary 
to the organization of the convention. The hon. 
Wm. R. King was then unanimously chosen presi- 
dent, and upon being conducted to the chair, made 
an appropriate address, in the course of which he 
commented upon the little real causes of differences 
existing between southern men, whigs, or democrats, 
now that the tariff was permanently settled, and the 
question of an U.S. Bank an “obsolete idea,” and 
more particularly in view of the necessity for union 





He will be “every inch a king,” and his people shall | 
be his subj-cts, absolute. 

He says, ‘as in the camp, the commard can only be | 
vested in the will of one, so must there be in the coun: | 
cils of state the supremacy of a single person.” 

Why should ‘crowned heads’ fear for him of Prussia? | 

But, on the other hand, the king recounts the promi- | 
nent items of amelioration which he has promoted--relli- | 
gious freedom to all; he calls a general assembly, with 
the right of voting upon taxes, gives publicity of all civil 
and criminal proceedings in the courts; diminution of | 
taxes; construction of roads and canals; the freedom of | 
the press, so far as the laws af the confederation will | 
permit. He speaks of the necessity of preserving orders | 


and dignities of the state, applauds the spirit of the peo- | ' 


ple, and declares that he will appeal to them against ev- | 
ery atiempt to injure cr insult his authority. 
That diet, and that right of voting upon taxes!--These 


i shadow. 


between them, which coming events seemed to fore-~ 
After the appointment of the subordinate 
officers, and a number of committees, the conven- 
tion adjourned until Tuesday morning. 

[ Charleston Mercury. 


Micwuican. Lansing, hereafter to be called Michigan, 
the new capital. A correspondent of the New York 
Evening oat. writes from Howell, Michigan, April 
19th: **You spoke, in a recent number of your paper, 
of the new eapital of Michigan. Let me give you 
a brief description of the place. The township of 
Lansing, which is to contain the seat of government, 
is thirty-five miles west and north of this place, upon 
the Grand River road leading from Detroit to the 
Grand Rapids of Grand River. It is in the county 


ve employment by the alternative of force 1 support | weigh more in the scale of public estimation, than ali| of Ingham, and is eighty-five miles from Detroit.— 


mt it; and to keep «ff the ruinous influx upon tiie | 
ms. Conciliation hall is virtually broken up; though | 
tn O'Connell wants to revive, by getting Smith O'Bri- 
0 take the leadership—now that his father is politi- 

defunc',—and to re-unite the repealers. Just now 
fe is !rost and a fall of snow; but ihe farmers are not 
med. The cloud over green Erin is dark; yet there 
sun-glimpses through it—in the prosp_cts of indus- 
abundance, and peace.” 

FRANCE. 

Idernay. _ The British government, it is asserted, are 
Mtto fortify the island of Aldernay, situated about 
leagues from the coast of France. The Paria 
Situttonnel says the governinent will disburse 1,000,- 
‘fo make this rock a second Gibraltar. It is in- 
led to construct four forts, united by a railroad, and | 
‘ablish on the culminating point of the island a high 
tol observation, from which a wide view may be 
Wy over the sea and French coasts. 
a ; D'Ossery. The minister of foreign affairs has 

ed despatches from M. Lemoyne, the French con- 
general and charge d’affaires at Lima, announcing 
Msassination of M. E. D’Ossery, who, in company 
byt westonsi, was travelling in South Am rica, 
abies . utherto unknown parts of that country. 
~*~ of the expedition was to cross the American 

eit from Rio Janeiro to Lima, thence returning to 





mazons. ‘The .travellers arrived at Lima in the 
‘s 1816. After Staying several months in that 
4 rd he with the intention of reaching the 
tds th f ifferent routes; M. de Castlenau moving 
ng of N caayle, M. D’Ossery lett Lima at the be- 
> November, and by the ena of the month was 


na. | and fourteen years are directed to be either sent to schoo! | 
» 'taversing Peru, and descending the river of | or educated at home by their parents. 


that can be said. 

The following passage of the speech is peculiar-- 

“One confession of faith Lam, on this day, unable to | 
suppress, bearing in mind the frigh‘ful attempt to de- | 
fraud my people of its holiest jewel--its faith in the Re- | 
deemer, Lord, and King of self and of us all. This | 
avowal is as follows, [here his majesty arose, and spoke 
the words standing, and with right hand uplifted,] ‘I and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.’” 

All sorts of remarks of course are elicited by such a 
speech, and such proceedings. ‘The London Times as- 
cribes the whole movement to the king, who has acted 
‘‘under no constraint or impulse, but that of his own | 
magnanimous disposition, his contidence in the temper | 
of his people, and his enlightened deference for that pub- | 
lic opinion which has made itself irresistibly felt through | 
all the barriers of despotic power.” pa | 

There are other journals less adufatory. One, for in- | 





lar sentiment, in yielding to which, he endeavors to save | 


appearances and conciliate his fellow sovereigns by the | 
language he employs. 


| 
Education.--"‘All children between the ages of seven | 


It the latter plan | 


If the for | 


These are empow-: | 


facturing purposes. 


d of Vel 


hws 200 leagues south of Lima, where he hired 
bar 2 rowers at the portof Bella Vista, where 
at. Hi 2 Noveniber 30, unattended even by a 
ual riends at Lima warned him against this 
eit ndvic ut, In the rashness of youth, he disregard- 
oatmen _ and on the next day was murdered by 
were a place called Jusamaro. The four assas- 

' an and sent to the judge at Lambaye- 
immed; town of the province. An armed party 
L. proJttely sent to Jusamaro, to bring in the body 
Ssery and his effects to Lambayequa. M. 


ouey font, with him from Lima a considerable sum 





Xpeuses. 


ered to summon the parents in case of negligence, and | 
to reprimand them; or, in extreme cases, to punish them | 
by the infliction of such penaliies as aie commonly 
awarded by police tribunals--that is, we presume, by 
fine and imprisonment. The parents are also deprived, 


the public provision for the poor. 


the city the day before. 


The whole region around is an excellent farming 
country, but is now an almost unbroken wilderness. 
The Red Cedar unites with the Grand River in 
this township, and below the junction there is an 
abundance of water power for milling and manu- 
The village, or rather city, 
when laid out, is to be called Michigan, and now we 
shall see how a city will grow up in the woods.— 
The state officers are to be removed thither in De- 
cember next, and the next legislature isto meet 
there. At the time the law was passed for locating 
the capital there, there were notso many as one 
hundred inhabitants in the whole township of Lan- 
sing. One year ago it is said there were four whigs 
and sixteen democratic voters in the town. But you 
know, Messrs. Editors, ‘tall oaks from little acorns 


stance, a German jouraal, atti:ibutes all the present con- | grow.’”’ 
cessions of the king, to embarrassments—-financial, reli- 

gious, and political-—-which he finds himself no longer!) ~~ 
able to encounter without the aid of a diet, and of popu- | 





WAR WITH MEXICO. 








“,RMY OF INVASION.” 
JALAPA AND PEROTE TAKEN. 
The U.S. transport ship United States, arrived at 


/New Orleans on the Sth with Vera Cruz dates to the 


is preferred, the municipal authorities are to be informed 29th April. 
in what manner the education is provided. 
mer attendance is ensured by keeping lists uf absen- the following letter from their correspondent, ‘* Cha- 
tees, and submitting them, at short statec intervals, to- 
the inspection of local committees. 


By this arrival the New Orleans Delta received 


parral.”’ 


Jauapa, Mexico, April 21, 1847. 
] arrived at this lovely place yesterday, and found 
that Gen. Twiggs had hoisted the American flag in 
He followed the retreating 


heroes of Cerro Gordo to within a few miles of Ja- 
as a measure of extreme rigor, of all participation in | lapa, when all traces of them, as a body, disappear- 


On the other hand, if; ed, and he encamped for the night within three miles 


poverty be the cause of absence, the commune is to! of the town that evening, and entered und took pos- 


furnish needful assistance in the shape of clothes or | 
otherwise. The number of children thug educated is 
stated by M. Cousin to have been 2,043,030 in the year 
1831—a number which, after deducting unavoidable ab- 
seutces, embraces the whole population between seven | 


and fourteen years of age.” {Fraser’s Magazine. | 


session of it early the next morning. 
Santa Anna did not pass through Jalapa, but, in 


company with Ampudia and Torrejon, turned off to 


the left at his hacienda, and halted for the night at 
the “niue mile pass,” which was being fortified, but 
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= = “a7 a —- - , am ireeemnitiieen ne seit 
which, on second consideration, it was deemed pru- The same paper afterwards says: ‘By a person| hacienda, the roadside was lined with dead Mexicant 7 
dent to evacuate. This evacuation took place yes-| justarrived from Orizaba, we know that Gen. San-| and horses. At or near the rancho where General as 
terday morning, and in the evening Col. Harney’s; ia Anna had arrived there with about 200 dragoons, | Twiggs overtook the retreating enemy, they lay = 
dragoons tock possession of the Fass—Gen. Worth | and immediately commenced recruiting, having now | thick around, and a more horrid scene it Would bg oS ' 
following in their footsteps. A number of small| under his command about 6000 men of the fugitives | difficult to picture. Mexicans lay dead in every di. wn 
arms was taken at the Pass, but they are all of little | from Sierra Gordo. He also assures tis thata cor-| rection; some resting up against trees, others with ¢ € 
or no value. respondence had been seized by the authorities at| legs and arms extended, and occasionally a lancer jam . Or 
Gen. Worth, it is said, will move on to Perote, at | Mexico, addressed by a great personage to Senor| lying with his arm upon the charger that received rs 
which place many think he will have a fight, as| Rejon, offering a certain sum if he would bring} his death wound from the same volley that ended the pote 
it is reported here that additional defences are being | about an early peace, and to place all the requisite | career of his rider. Some of the prisoners paggi, whict 
made. means at his disposal. through would occasionally halt to view the features MP No ot 
All along the road between Perote and Puebla, the| In Puebla, General Inclan is commanding. They | of the deceased, and then, mending their gait, regain anoth 
Mexicans here say we will be opposed, and contra-| are fortifying the town for resistance. their place by the side of those who were mom impre 
ry; to the general belief, it is said the commander. fortunate in the fight. ; ganiz 
in-chief will shortly move in that direction. From the correspondent of the Vera Cruz Eagle. At the place above cited was to be seen all thy MMB aii str 
The list of killed and wounded, on our side, is Jalapa, April 20, 1847. property, other than munitions of war,taken from the cessit} 
much larger than was at first reported—it is over Yesterday, at noon, I left the encampment near | &&™Y. In one place, arranged in good order, Were ME Texan 
350. Colonel Childs is the milifary governor of Ja | Sierra Gordo simultaneously with the thousands of all the paek saddles—then the pen containing mule Col. 
lapa. .__| Mexican prisoners who had been released on parole, | —the provisions next, comprising rice, beans, breaq MMM 5:h in! 
April 22d.—Gen. Worth approached last evening | and who were wending their way to their different | Pepper, pilonveos, garlic, &c. piles of shoes, kaa. MR The g 
within four or five leagues of Perote, and entered the | homes, or tosome place from whence they may again | 82Cks, and all thefparaphernalias of a Mexican cam MMM able t 
city to-day. We had accounts last night that it had be forced to take up arms against us. I believe their Captain Robert Allen, A. Q. M. stopped for a mo. fierra ¢ 
been evacuated by the soldiery, who spiked all the | jing, extended as it was along the road, was full five | ment and gave orders as to the removal of thew MM will cu 
guns before leaving. me miles in length. The Guarda Nacionale was the only | things. wards 
lam extremely glad to have it in my power to| corps that maintained any order in their march—the| The muskets taken from the enemy were broker MM tent 4 
state to you that Gen. Shields has improved much | residue trudging along as best they could, and in most | 7 Stones as I passed the spot where they were i iry, 
since my last, and Lieut. Hammond, who came from | agmirable disorder. They were of no earthly use to us, and hence tty 
him this evening, thinks there is a probability of his| We rode over the road on which they marched | Summary mode of disposing of them. Amo 
recovery. rf with great difficulty, turning our horses’ heads twen- one to 
Most of the wagons here wil] leave for Vera Cruz ty different ways in the space of half an hour, to| The steamer New Orleans, at New Orleans, {ion qmministe 
in the morning, and if it is the intention to remove | gyoid¢ riding them down. They were less sad than! Vera Cruz, April 29, brought four Mexican officoyfmtween | 
early, it will retard it for ten or twelve days. men under similar circumstances would generally | (one Lieut. Colonel, one Captain and two Lieuledmm the last 
; Jalapa, April 23, 10, A. M. | be, snd cracked many a joke at their own expense. | nants) as prisoners. gress W 
An express has just got in from Perote. General | {his was in the early part of the march. But to- Capt. Montgomery, U. S. Army, and Lieut. Say may ha 
Worth reached that town yesterday, at 11 o’clock, A. | wards sunset, when they had measured 18 or 20| ders, 2nd dragoons, and 150 discharged volunteer nuactat 
M. He found it completely evacuated by the soldi-| mijes of their journey—most of them in their bare | came passengers in the New Orleans. tainly a 
ers of the enemy, and a Col. Vasquez left behind to feet—they became quite silent and sad, and theef-| The following letters are from the New Orleagimmeomethi 
surrender it with decency. An immense number of | fects of the fatigue of the day combined with previ- | Picayune: the dist 
smali arms, the big guns of the castle and city, and | oys privations, told sensibly upon them. | felt mueh Jalapa, Mexico, April 25, 1847. Colon 
ammunition were taken possession of. It was un- | interested in the numerous camp women--those de- The Mexicans here, one and all, denounce Ssnigmmyesterd 
founded, the report that the guns had been spiked in | yoted creatures who follow thein through good and| Anna as a coward, a traitor, and every thing elgggand will 
the castle; they were found in excellentorder. Gen. | eyj]—and it grieved me to see them, worn down | thatis bad; and [ verily believe that a majority o™™mlight ba 
Ampudia, with about 3,000 cavalry, in a wretched | with fatigue, moving ata snail’s pace, their heavy | them would rejoice exceedingly had General Seoigmmesn’s ba 
condition, was near the town when our troops enter- | burthens almost weighing them to the earth, captured him the other day and hung him upon tiqmmmbere tha 
ed it, when he put off. ‘ ; The woman of sixty or more years—the mother | first limb strong enough to bear his weight. Thggmpeollectin 
Santa Anna had not been in Perote since the fight | with her infant wrapped in her rebosa—the wife, far | he is playing them false you cannot beat out of the 
at Sierra Gordo, and he is supposed to be somewhere | advanced in that state that “‘“omen wish to be who| heads—that he has sold the battles of Buena Vis Gantt 
in the mountains. love their lords*—the youthful Senoiita frisking | and Sierra Gordo for a consideration they are equymmelutenar 
eneees along with her lover’s scmbrero on her head; even | ly confident, and in proof they are eternally talk joldiers | 
The Vera Cruz Eagle, of the 28th says: ‘We | to the prattling girl who had followed padre and | about the $3,000,000. hey do not understand wi en : 
understand yesterday that information had been re- | madre to the wars--could all be seen at one view | it was that President Polk allowed him to pass free no Ae t 
ceived at Jalapa, that Gen. Worth had thrown his | moving along—and bearing the hardships of the| into Vera Cruz from Havana, unless there was bri T; a 
out posts towards Puebla, and would march immedi | tramp, unconscious of the existence of misery in this | ry and corruption at the bottom. ; hs 
ately in that direction himself. We are somewhat | world. | Gen. Worth still remains at Perote, where heb ere he 
doubtful as to its truth, however, not being able to- These women, like the Indians, are the slaves of | near 2500 men. Col. Martin Scott, with the diht ee 
trace it to any positive source. The latest informa-| the men—a slavery they submit to under the a'l | fantry arrived last evening from Vera Cruz, ands va a 
tion received from Perote, which might be relied on, | powerful influence of affection. 1n addition to their | proceed to join Gen. Worth. a IX Hot 
(we think) is that issued by usin an extra on Monday | bedding and wearing apparel, they pack upon their)  Itis still uncertain when a main movement ol he cis 
Jast, and re-published in this day’s paper. Generals | backs the food and the utensils to cook in it, and | army is to be made. The want of transportation bri oa 
Scott, Patterson, Twiggs, Pillow and Quitman were | worn out as they are by the toils of the day, whilst severely felt, for with his present means Gene a force ; 
in Jalapa. General Shields still lying in a very | their husband or lover sieeps, they prepare his re | Scott finds the greatest difficulty in extending Me... 04 
doubtful state in a hospital on the battle field at! past. line of operations. In the meantime, smal par Ilinoie 
Sierra Gordo. Rumor says that Puebla will yield 1 noticed one man—a general—who left General | of ladrones and rancheros are commilting depreand 34 Inc 
without discharging a gun; ifso, they will show more | Scott’s quarters about the time J did.. He was an| tions in the rear, and such is the nature of the comiind 24 Tili 
wisdom than has been evinced by several other| elderly man, and | soon perceived from his hobbling | try that they can only be punished with the grea on of the 
Mexican cities, with hardly a hope for success| that he had but one leg. his progress on the march | difficulty. The dil The and 
against us. was an object of curiosity to me, and I was surpris- P. S. Important!—10 o’clock, of. M.— me ista ee 
It is now certain that Santa Anna is at Orizaba, a | ed to see him keep up so well with the more youth-/| cia or stage coach is just in from the city of Mes  sohag 
little town at the foot of the mountain of that name | ful and perfect limbed. I halted for some time at| from whence they have received papers up ‘ 00, under 
with about 1,000 troops around his standard. He | the hacienda of Santa Anna, to rest my horse, and | 22d inst. The news of the terrible defeat “a Pg country 
was seen at that place on Sunday morning last, and | my eyes ran eagerly over the column of prisonersto| Gordo had reached the capital, and “ ood of Ey 
was heard to express his desire of remaining there | see if he had kept up. : The fourth or fifth man to} ed and overwhelmed all classes; the tone ~ ten handn 
until he could muster a sufficient force to make | the writer was himself. He had refused a dozen/| papers, of the public men, and of the es = Minor 
another stand. In regard to the sincerity of his| offers to ride, both from our men and his own.—/| would also show that it had served to inlam } Separa' 
assertion much doubt is entertained, as it is suppo- | About 11 o'clock at night all of them passed my | people still more against the United States. ” eee t 
sed that he is exceedingly desirous to leave the | tent—save those who had sunk down from the effects} Anaya has been appointed provisional ee The eop 
country, but fears to attempt a movement of that| of the march—which was about three miles from | believe, and has been gifled with full pewen S m4 health 
kind openly, lest he should be assassinated immedi- | this place. An hour afterwards a polité voice at the | ry point except that in relation > seaens Poon yGen. Wy 
ately, which will no doubt be his fate ultimately, | tent asked permission to light a segar from the fire.| the United States—this no one thinks of. P al ended to, 
however long he may prolong it. He will not dare | I looked out, it was he. He said he had not been| in extraordinary session, has even oe ager bik Mexicans 
return to the city of Mexico, is the universal opinion | able to keep up with the advance, but would reach] traitor who tulks of peace. ‘The editor 0 - a The p! 
until some success should crown his efforis to redeem | Jalapa in one hour’s time. The segar lighted, he | licano says that we may take Puebla, ee ye ow! 
his thousand promises to the deluded people and the | hobbled off aguin, and this morning | met him in| even capture the city of Mexico, but that te heir Lente 
clergy, the latter being now his only backers. the streets, apparently not at all affected with the] be no peace. ; -_ cities a Gen, mt 
lt 1s said that those whocling to his drooping stan- | jaunt. The duty of the people is to see their ¢! | bémmeerd of hie 
dard now are brought from Oajaca principally, and When the Mexicans surrendered, it was about| and destroyed, and themselves leaepalele A AMMRPESSe8 in th 
that not more than two or three hundred of them | their dinner hour. In one of their forts the camp | they talk of peace. The guerilla system “ oie "Ss aught 
have any arms; those they have, too, being in very | kettles were taken from the fire, and the rations | appears to be reeommended on all porgred , at or abo: 
bad condition. We learn thathe pretends be can | were being proportioned out, when the order for salvation, by this means they drove out t oa w him, 
yet repulse the ‘invaders of the svil” if he can rouse | surrender came from the second in command—so and in the same way they say they oo aa Th 
the ranéheros, and form them into guerilia parties, | they had to march out without their dinners. That iniquitous usurping and grasping Nort He Kent 


to annoy small bodies of our cilizens and soldiers 
whom they may have the temerily to attack. 

The letter mentions a rumor that ason of Santa 
Anna is in command of some of the rancheros. 

The Vera Cruz Chronicle of the 28th says: ‘It is 
generally reported that the Mexican— government 
have removed Santa Anna from the chief command 
of the army, and appointed General Valentine Canal- 
ozi in his place.” 


| evening, although large quantities of food had been 
served oul to them by our commissaries, they were 
| picking up old bones, stale pieces of bread, and every 
| thing that could be eaten. Yesterday, on the march, 
they would run up to a beef, killed the day before 
by our advance, and cut off every piece that could 
be obtained, as eagerly as though they were half 
famished. 
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bat there is a strong party in favor of peace, although 
a members hardly dare avow themselves. There 
“ no regular troops of conseqnence on the route, 
er ail those who escaped at Cerro Gordo, with the 
ception of a portion of the cavalry, have disperse- 
ad in every direction. — ; 
On the 20th April, immediately after the receipt 
of Santa Anna’s defeat, Gen. Mariano Salas called 
meeting of officers to devise some measures by 
whieh to preserve the nation‘from utter obliteration. 
Noone here thinks that the Mexicans can ever make 
another stand, and give another great battle, but the 
jmpression is prevalent that small parties wiil be or- 
anized to annoy the roads, cut off supplies, and kill 
all stragglers. How great, in this case, is the ne- 
cessity for two or three, or even one regiment of 
s. 
Tel Martin Scott went on this morning with the 
5th infantry, to join the division of Gen. Worth.— 
The general impression now is that Gen. Scott, un- 
able to keep up his communications through the 
tierra caliente for want of horses and transportation, 
will cut himself loose from Vera Cruz, push on to 
wards the city of Mexico, and to a certain ex 
tent depend upon the natura! resourses of the coun. 
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Jalapa, Mexico, April 28, 1847. 

Among other rumors brought by passengers, is 
one to the effect that Mr. Bankhead, the British 
minister, has renewed his offers of mediation be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, and that when 
the last diligencia left the city of Mexico the con- 
gress was acting upon his propositions, whatever they 
may have been. Notwithstanding the fixed and de- 
nuaciatory tones of the public press, there is cer- 
tainly a peace party in Mexico, and there may be 
something in this report of English intervention in 
the distracted affairs of Mexico. 

Cylonel Garland’s brigade left the castle of Perote 
yesterday morning, at daylight, for Tepe Agualea, 
mid will reach that place to-night. 
ight battalion, a troop of dragoons, and Col. Dun. 
an’s battery accompanying Colonel G. We learn 
here that Gen. Worth has been very successful in 
collecting supplies. 
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Vera Cruz, April 29, 1847. 

GENTLEMEN: An express arrived last evening from 
Liutenant Dixon in command of 102 convalescent 
soldiers from the hospitals in this cily on their road 
0 join their re-pective regiments atand near Jalapa, 
tating that the party had been attacked by about 
B00 Mexicans. 

The express rider met, two miles this side of 
yamewbere he left Lieutenant D., a train of about forty 
Me agons, in charge of Captain Crowghawker. Some 
yagpears are entertained for a train that was some five 
br six hours ahead of them. 


d 


in 


An officer of the army who left Saltillo on the 14th of 
April, states, says the N. Ovleans Delta of the 6th, that 
he force stationed there and at Buena Vista, under the 
vumand of Gen. Wool, was composed of the Ist and 
J Illinois regiments, the 2d Kentucky regiment, the 2d 
nd 34 Indianians, and the Arkansas cavalry. T'ne Ist 
ed 2] Illinois were about to leave; the term of enlist- 
bent of the whole of them will have expired between 
he Ist and 20th proximo. 
The artillery force that was in the batile of Buena 
sa, are still stationed there,as are also Col. May’s 
ragoons. A squadron of the latter, numbering some | 
dae under Lieut. Rucker, made a scout in the adjuin- | 
mE country, ‘They found Gen. Minon in the neighbor- 
bod of Encarnacion, at the head of a thousand or fif- 
et hundred lancers. ‘hey thought to draw a fight | 
om Minon, but were unsuccessful. ‘I'hree of the party, | 
9 Separated theinselves from the main body, got kill | 
before they returned to camp, by some prowling 
eimmeexicans who hung about their lines. 
he troops at Buena Vista and Saltill» were in excel- 
t health; and the wounded, who were daily visited 
¥Gen. Wool, and who saw that all their wants were 
tended to, were rapidly improving. With the wound- 
i Mexicans, who are in a separate hospital, it is differ- 
Mt. The place is in a most filthy condition, attended 
their own surgeons; the Atrerican governor of the 
pwn had to compel the alcalde to pay mure attention to | 
“r wants and to the cleanliness of the place. 
Ae Yaylor is still at the Walnut Springs. He has) 
his nomination for the presidency by several | 
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tain a sufficient number of men end means of transpor- 
tation for the enterprise. ; 

I have satisfied myself of this by the general’s requi- 
sition.upon the quartermaster’s department for a large 
number of India rubber bags, calculated to carry water. 
Several thousands of these were yesterday sent up ina 
train. Each one is capable of holding from four to six 
gallons. This seems to me conclusive evidence of a 
contemplated marcli through the waterless country be- 
tween Buena Vista and San Luis. 

On the other hand, the disbandment of the volunteers, 
whose term of service is shortly expiring, will leave 
Gen. Taylor with but a very small force. Several regi- 
ments of Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, and Kentucky, and 
one from Mississippi and Arkansas, will before long re- 
turn home. ‘T'he Louisville legion is just now embark- 
ing at this place on their way home. You will perceive 
by this, that unless new forces are sent here, it isscarce- 
ly probable that any active operations wil! take place in 
this quarter. 

Camargo is almost entirely deserted by the Mexicans. 
But few, and those in the government’s employ, are re- 
maining. 

‘T'o-morrow I start for Monterey. It is believed that 
Urrea, with a considerable force, is stil] in the neigh- 
borhood of Marin, a little village a short distance from 
Monterey. Gen. Taylor’s orders is, that no smaller bo- 
dies than a thousand ought to travel between the two 
places. 





IRELAND. 





Daniet O’ConneLL—so long alike the wonder and 
the puzzle of the age—who for so many years per- 
sonified and controlled all Ireland, the most dificult 
people in the world to control—whose eloquence 
charmed no le#s than his sarcasm scathed—the great 
representative of ‘‘otp IRELAND,” in body and mind, 
has become suddenly a wreck of both frame and 
Accompained by son, he had passed 
through France on his way to Italy, at latest ac- 
counts of him. 


| Conpition oF rue peopte. A Dublin correspon- 
dent of the Standard, writes, dated March 30th 1847. 

This morning an English friend breakfasted with 
me— William Bennett, formerly of London, and now 
of Ross, Herefordshire. He is a wealthy man, and 
_having retired from business, devotes much of his 
| time and money to the promotion of good things.— 
He has just now returned from a tour, much of which 
was performed on foot, into some of the most suffer- 
ing districts of Mayo and Donegal. He declares 
that in the former of these counties—especially upon 
the sea coast, the destitution and misery and starva- 
tion are such as cannot be imagined—and that so 
| horrified did he feel by the sights he saw in the 
| Muilet, a peninsula on the coast of Mayo, that he 
had notthe heart to write the description of it for 
two or three days. On Arranmore, an island off 
the coast of Donegal, there is a wretched population 
of about 15000 souls—the only employment he saw 
among them was one old woman knitting—all the 
looms idle, nota plough in the field, nothing to earn, 
no seed, nomeans to do anything—but plenty to be 
done. And the state of things he thinks more likely 
to get worse than lo improve. 

‘he same writersays: ‘The counties of Cork, Ker- 
ry, Care, Gaiway, Mayo, and Donegal, contain the 





| greatest distress is experienced. 


April. 


most wretched population. ‘These all be along the 
Atlantic coast,”—and it is in this district that the 
“To the horrors 
vf famine is now added those of pestilence; at this 
time the fever is frightfuily prevalent in Cork.” 


The Jamestown was tosail for Boston on the 24th 
A member of Qieen Victoria’s council, 
writes in reply toa gentleman of Boston. ‘1 can 
positively inform you that every facility has been 
given, and positive instruction sent to remit duties 
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THE Last REsouRCE. It is calculated by the Eng- 
lish ministry, as the English Spectator declares, that 
this year’s famine will kill two millions of the Irish 
people. Two millions! Do men realize to them- 
selves that tragic fact? Do they know what it means? 
Does it picture to their minds one man out of every 
four living in Ireland when the English parliament 
met to legislate for our “safety” as dead or doomed 
to death? One out of every four! Of every hundred, 
twenty five; an entire fourth of all the Irish race dying 
in the unspeakable pangs of hunger. No, we believe 
they do not know it. A vague feeling of the enor- 
mous calamity floats in men’s minds, but a full sense 
of that desolation and all its consequences no man 
seems to have realized. 

% we * * * a * ¥ ¥ 

One more effort, then for dear Ireland, now, while 
this generation may still be saved. Let us meet 
together—all ranks and classes of Irishmen—in some 
national council, and take measures, once for all, for 
our redemption; that we, too, may not be flung into 
coffiniess graves, amid the bitter scorn and con- 
temptuous laughter of all mankind. 














THE PRESIDENCY—NATIONAL CONVEN- 
TIONS. 








THE GOVERNMENT—EXECOUTIVE POWER—CONSTITU= 


TIONAL REFORMS. 


President Polk was inaugurated on the 4th March, 
| 1845. He eame into the administration of affairs 
| with a majority of his political friends in the senate, 
_and two-thirds of the members of the house of re- 
| presentatives just elected, were of the same party. 
|For the first time for a number of years, all the de- 
partments of the government harmonized, ineluding 
| the judiciary, so far as the individual polities of the 
judges of the supreme court may be guessed at by 
their previous predilections. So formidable an array 
of power in the hands of one party can seldom oc- 
cur under our system of government, unless in the 
course of its workings, it shall be ascertained that 
the executive influence and patronage is more pre- 
ponderating than it was designed to be by those who 
framed the government, or than would be safe for the 
republic. Power is seductive. The liberties of a 
| people are more secure when adequate checks and 
| balances are provided against its undue exercise.— 
Our government is yet too recently established to 
have furnished conclusive results in the particular 
referred to,—we mean the extension to which execu- 
tive power is susceptible under it. We are yet 
| young asarepublic. Our system of government is 
as yet but an experiment, or as Mr. J-+fferson happi- 
ly phrased it, ‘‘we are in the full tide of a success- 
ful experiment.” 


In one particular, an important one too, the exe- 
culive power has recently been developed to an 
extent which few had imagined it suscepible of.— 
We allude to the power of making war. The gene- 
ral impression was, that the sole power of making, 
/as well as of “declaring” war, was, by the constitu- 
| tion, reposed in conzress. Wuthout stopping to en- 
quire whether the war in which we ate now engag- 
ed, was, or was not provoked by our enemy, or was 
not rendered inevitable by the measures pursued by 
our own executive, the truth, the great truth has un- 
questionably been ascertained, that it is at any time 
_in the power of the President of the United States to 

place the country in such a posture as to make a 
| war inevitable. 
| Another development of executive power has 
| grown into an importance in the working of our 
system, which had not been anticipated. We allude 
‘to the vero. Startled by ascertaining something of 
the extent to which this power is susceptible of be- 











on the Jamestown and other vessels arriving with | ing abused, able and patriotic statesmen have sug- 
contributions of food from the United States, aiid | gested various expedients for its limitation. We 
also lo insure their being conveyed to their intended | paye not yet become a convert to the necessity fora 


destination 
pense.” 


subsequently, without additional 


Dr. Lyons, at a large and very respectable meet- 
ing held at Cork, expressed a belief that, instead of 
240,000 persons having died in Ireland of starvation, 
(a statement which was denied in the house of com- 
mons,) more than thrice that number had perished 
from actual want! Dr. Coxiier stated that “two 
million quarters of graiu and a million heads of cal- 
tle had left the country (Ireland) lately;” a strange 
and melancholy fact, when taken in connexion with 
Dr. Lyons’s statement that at least dwo millions of 
people would be swept away by starvation. 

F AMINE—DEATH—DISEASE—DISTRESS IN IRELAND. 

“The Nation”—The Dublin organ of ‘Young Ire- 
land,’”’ has a most thrilling editorial of which we 
have room for the following extracts. 


€X- | change in the fundamental laws with this view. All 


| that we have heard and read upon the subject, only 
confirms our impression, that the remedy would be 
worse than the disease, and that the safe-cure, is to 
seek for safe hands in which a power indispensable 
lo good government may be deposited. Like the 
pardoning power, a power, by the abuse of which, 
the highest criminal offences may be licensed; yet it 
is absolutely indispensable that it should be reposed 
sviewhere. In adjusting the powers of a govern- 
ment, sufficient for the legitimate departments, judi- 
cial, legislative, and executive must be assigned, to 
render each effective. An executive without ade- 
quate, as well as appropriate power, would be as 
injurious, if not as dangerous, as an executive with 
too much power. The idea of cobbling the consti- 
tution in order to obviate every abuse, is folly. 

The great maxim cannot be too generally recoz- 
nized, that it is not so important what form of go. 
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vernment we have, or what laws we are governed 
by. as that we select wise and good men to admin- 
ister them. And fur the plain reason, that no matter 


how bad the laws may be, good men will contrive | 


someway to render them tolerable. On the other 
hand, no matter how wholesome laws of themselves 
or systems of government may be, bad men, if en- 
trusted; with administering them, will find out how 
to abuse them. 3 

Anether proposition, to change,—we will not say 
amend the constitution,—seems at present to be ad- 
vocated by both of the great political parties. We 
allude to limiting eligibility to a single term. Some 
propose that the term in that case should be extend. 
ed to six years. Although the proposition is sanc- 
tioned by great men and by great numbers of men, 
we are opposed to a change of the constitution in 
this particular. We would let well enough alone. 
As to abating the ardor of contests for execu- 





tive power, instead of diminishing, such a change 
would greatly increase it. It would cure no one 





= 
a. 





months from the present month, the national con- 
ventions of delegates to nominate candidates for the 
respective parties that may think proper to bring 
candidates into the field by that process, usually con- 
vene. The selection of those delegates, of course, 
must be made at primary meetings held before that 
time, in some parts of the Union, some months in 
advance. The mind, the will of the propie, by 
whom those delegates all profess to be chosen, the 
popular sentiment, which they say they represent, 
and which they assemble for the purpose of giving 
expression to, ought, by this time, we should think, 
to be somewhat exercised upon the subject, in order 
to arrive at something like a considerate conclusion 
for themselves, before they delegate to others the 
task of naming candidates for the most important 





offices known to our government. Nine or ten 
mouths is all the time that the people of these United 
States now have, that is, if they adhere to this sys- 
tem of national convention nominations. Nine or 
ten months now is all the time that is left for this 


evil; it would originate evils that ‘we know not of.” | whole people to come to conclusions, each one for 


The main objection to the change is, that it would 
unnecessarily restrict a free and enlightened people 


| himself, whom he would prefer to have named for the 
| next president and vice president,and whom he would 


from exercising one of their first of privileges,—that | entrust with the very responsible duty as delegate to 


of selecting whom they please to administer the go- 
vernment. itis akin todenying them the right to 
choose at all. 
people might prefer,—the man who had learnt the 
duties of the office, who had performed them faith- 


fully, who had the advantage of experience, an ad- | 


vantage of some value, even in an executive depart- 
ment, the man that the country night undoubtedly 
coufide in, as they did in Washington, in Jefferson, 
in Madison ,—that man, such a restriction would not 
allow the people to have the services of. 


History teaches that no republican form of go 
vernment which has too mucli restricted the right of 
the people to choose « homsvever they pleased for 
their chief, has been stable, nor yet gave satisfaction 
whilst it endured. Half a century’s experience un- 


der the constitution as it is, has not furnished us with | 


two instances in which the people after re-electing a 
president for a second term, have repented of having 
done so. Wise statesmen and good patriots are not 
extinct. 


One change that has already been made in the con- 
stitution, though quite harmless, was quite unnecessa- 
ry. We allude to the amendment which was brought 
forward by the federal party at the time Jerome Lo- 
naparte resided in this country. The federalists having 
throughout the political contest previously, maintain- 
ed that the republican party were subservient to the 
French interests, affected te apprehend that Jerome 
might find his way to the presidency through “ French 
influence,” and they therefore proposed an amend 
ment to the constitution, making foreigners ineligi- 
ble to that office. The idea of the leaders of the 


federal party probably was, that the democrats | 


would resist the alleration proposed, as being supe- 
rerogative,a thing entirely unnecessary, and being 
predominant at the time, thereby d f at the amend- 
ment, and leave to them ‘he advantage of urging that 
defeat as further proof of French i flience. 

The democrats, to avoid this imputation, conelud- 
ed to carry the amendment, and it wos adopted. “lt 
can do no harm,” was what reconciled it to all. 


A written constitution has its uses and its virtues; | 
but the pepple that repose their libertics upon hav-| 


ing aform of government engrossed upon paretiment, 
and after requiring all to swear lo its observanec,trust- 


ing to its efficacy, then fall asleep as il secure of their | 
liberties, will be as certain of finding thata Deiilah | 


had nursed them, as ever the shorn champion ol 
Israel awakened to imbecility. ‘The price exacted 
by High Heaven for the preservation of Liberty, 
like that for VIRTUE, is unceasing vigilance. Ye cau- 
not fund either. Yesterday’s apparent integrily is 
an unsafe guarantee for latitude to-day. 
na, the daily bread, showered from heaven, it may 


not be hoarded;—“‘daily shalt thou gather thereol.’’| 


A written constitution is po more a reliance for Ji- 


berty and good government than is a creed a reliance | 


for piety and religion. 

“Vigilance? What, party vigilance du you allude 
to?” 

No. Of that we have ubundunee, such as it is. 
It is individual vigilance ulone, upon which the great 
supersiructure public welfare and of individual 


rights can be safely reposed. ‘Ihe whole republican | 
system has its foundation in this, that each man per- | 


form his own duties, Lis own thinking, as well as 
acting, aud entrust no man with the power of think- 
ing or concluding for him, where he has it in his 
power to think and conclude for himself. 


THE RIGHT, THE DUTY, AND THE TIME REQUIRED FOR 
WISELY SELECTING RULERS. 

Eighteen months hence, November 1848, the elec. 

tion for the next president takes place. In twelve 





The very man that of all others the | ; 
quire of the many, composing any one of the various | 


Like man- | 


| the national convention of naming the next prefer- 


ence, if his first choice be not attainable. 
Step abroad into community to-morrow, and en- 


| parties within the vast circuit of this Union; enquire 
individually of the peopxe, if they have yet consi- 
‘dered the subject,—‘thave you, you are one of this 
people, have you made up your mind whom to vote 


| for as the next President and Vice President of the | 
_ United States? Have you thought upon the subject, | 


_—have you examined the character and pretensions 
| of the several candidates for yourself? Have you 
| decided into whose hands you think it would be safe 
| to entrust the destinies of the country, the freedom 
of the people, your own rights, and the welfare of 
_ your children?” 

How mony of the millions that compose this pgo- 
PLE, whose sentiments are to be expressed by dele- 
gates chosen within nine or ten months from this 
time, have as yet turned their altention to the sub- 


ject, or weighed the responsibilities of the duties | 


before them? 


_ How many of the few who may be prepared with 
| an answer as to their first preferences, have looked 
| about to select such a safe depository of their senti- 
ments as that he may be clothed with the power 


of waiving that choice, and of selecting for them 


| other men in whom they may as safely confide? 
| Nine or ten months is a brief space for all that is 
implied in a due preparation for this primary duty. 
| Wesee it objected, thateighteen months, from now 
until the election, is too long to keep the country 
| agitated with the presidential question. 

| The objectors remember to forget, that the na- 
tional conventions that are to assemble in May next, 
uccording to their own professions,—at least, accord- 
ing to the purposes for which they assemble and pro- 
neunce who shall be the candidates,—according to the 
essence, the constitution of such assemblies, repre- 
sentthe popular voice,at least of the party. ‘They would, 
one and all, no matter which party they are attached 
to, repudiate the idea that they assembled for the 
purpose of instructing the people. They convene 
merely for the purpose of concentrating and render- 
_ing effective the will of the people, at least of the 
/people that they represent in convention. They 
don’t pretend to make opinions,—they are mere de- 
legates, entrusted with the duty of carrying out opi- 
nions. It is presumed that the public veice had been 
| matured, and thal they are selected as exponents of 
that voice. 

| The public sentiment must be formed, the mind 
and will of the people must be ascertained, at least 
for themselves, before, and the primary impulse 
must be given in the seleetion of delegates to the 
national convention. 


The convention embodies that impress, gives it 
| voice and tone. Such at least is the theory. 

‘Tie few months intervening between the an- 
nouncements of the conventions and the day of elec- 
lion, are hul, sccording to the system, to be appro- 
priated to determining whom teelect. That has been 
already decided, so far as the party have a voice.— 
So far as each and every faithful member of the 
party,— we speak of all parties, who hold and ad- 
| here to national nomination conventions,—so far as 
the party and every faithful member of the party is 

concerned, the choice of president and vice presi- 
| dent is determined in the May conventions. The 
_whole of the campaign is thereafler assigned over,to 
the politicians to fight it out between the respective 
mominees. 


Is not this the true, the invariable working of the 
system? 
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True, those of the people who do 
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not adhere rigid. 
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ly to party, those that can be influenced to quit Dar. eight 
ty if they do not approve of the party nomines vass | 
the party proceedings, and think proper to shen of co 
their own discretion in the premises, may be opera tution 
ed upon between May and November 1848; but pay, they 
men are bound. Their decision has been made J to ade 
The election of president and vice president, so 1,, litical 
as they have a voice, isconcluded. They have An abuse: 
to carry out, as far as in them lies, the decision 4} rie 
ready made. ; others 

THE 8YSTEM OF NATIONAL CONVENTIONS, oy 

Not only have the people between this ang the ps , 
period for electing delegates to the national convey, wet 
tions, to determine whom they will prefer for the of shout 
fices of president and vice president, and whom the r oni 

| can safely trust to name for them lie r second or thin, P sect 

_ choice, if their first preference be not successfy), no, fividu 

_ only these grave considerations, bul the aystem, the one 
constitution, if we may socall it, of national oo. a pan 
ventions, the principles upon which they are oop, thet 
ducted, and the rules that are to influence their do. ca 

| terminations, certainly require some Consideratio, task i 
of the people that are to be bound by their resyjts The 

Nationa] nominating conventions may be abused, sent oc 
Politicians may contrive to subvert the legitimatg round 
purposes for which they are presumed to be assem. ee 
bled.- Instead of carrying out the views of a majo, ates, 

rity of the party, and of expressing the public voice CS of 
so far as the party itself is concerned, they inay bg The 
so contrived as to insure the defeat of the majority the las: 
and eflect the triumph of a minority, or even of, posed | 
fraction, (not to say faction.) the dec 

The enquiry is naturally suggested here, whether success 
the ola favorite maxim, that the majority ought 9 section 
govern, shall be abandoned, and the two-thirds, o ed hear 
three-fourths, or any other arbitrary proportion ed the | 
which may answer the particular occason, shal] be vention 
substituted, as the rule whereby a choice shall be 
made? — 

We may recur to the past for instruction on this 
theme. ‘Time was, before national nominating con —_— 
ventions ever assembled in this country, that nom BA 

| nations of president and vice president were made 
_ by congressional conventions. The members of con 
gress, senators, and representatives of the respec. Orde: 
tive parties, aysembled in conventions and nominated fm the batt 
candidates for the respective parties to which they 
were attached, and they were recognized and roled 
for accordingly. 

The tendency to the abuse of such @ power was The 
soon developed. Members of the legislature becamegmm Pattere 
president-mukers, and the executive was fast mer: aa tur 
ing into consequent subserviency. Public sentiment efore 1 
as to who should be the candidates, became a secon The s 
dary consideration. At the mo vent that no question ready ad 
could be entertained as to the public voice, a differ the enen 
ent candidate, one unthought of by the people genegmm Move fo 
rally, was en the very eve of succeeding toa nomiqm™m "P posit 
nation, and was at a subsequent period, when bette “oa oy 
known, nominated, contrary, as it was thought, toll fo rein 
public sentiment. Congressional nominating cou we by 
ventions were instantly denounced, and had lo 0 rigade ¢ 
abandoned in consequence. piments 

They were very reluctantly abandoned by maj joa 
well meaning men, under the full pursuasion thal jm Wo will 
was idle to expect that gentlemen from all parls mm Setting u 
the Union would consent to leave their homes ag ™ — 
their occupations, and travel to the seat of gover F or 
ment to make a nomination, and then return hom . ” wil, 
without having any compensation, travelling expt "hy ; 
ses, or per diem for their services. cone fir 

This was the most formidable objection that th & move 

| anti-congressional conventionist had to encounter @ er 
that period. We have lived to see the public spi briead ve 
of our citizens rise sufficiently above that impulali! nn - 
at least. , 

Rut national conventions, as well as congressiol ap rea 
conventions, may be abused. They may be ma i poet 
dangerous machinery in the hands of scheming pol 3 4 hin 
ticians, and will be made so very soon too, ules he oe 
the unceasing vigilance of a peopie jealous of th Sen a Ss 
own prerogative, is duly exetcised. Whenever’ we rings 
tional conventions shal! assume to make epiniots” aoe in 
the people, or shall ask the people to wait until Wa wi 
shall direct them whoin to choose for rulers, they ' bs “ Is 
come worse than useless,—they become seriol® aoe 
dangerous. «+ js iM UD eae 

To prevent this, as well as other abuses, 't © Bag *,, 8 ps 
dispensable that the people should look to thet f dened. el 
ceedings and to the rules and regulations by % vj yal 

this ps igor. 
they are to be conducted. A radical error it This 
ticular, may not only ultimately subvert the we sto my 
system, but lead in the mean time to a sad pro hives 
tion of what the people intended to be a very" hot em | 
some plan of carrying out their views. nial meron 

Ought not the minds of the people to be neat aggage 1 


upon this subject, so as to be distinctly aT 
their primary assemblies, and carried out? 
delegates to the national conventions? 
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“If these positions be true,—if the people have but 


ight or ten months at furthest within which to can- 
yass this Whole subject, to examine the tendencies 
of conventions that assemble without either consti- 
tutional or parliamentary restrictions, other than 
they may choose to adopt for the oceasion, and free 
to adopt any, however subversive of recognized po- 
jitical maxims, whether it be not requisite to arrest 
abuses by timely instructions from the delegating 

ower,—if, again, the power has to be delegated to 
others, in case a first preference be unattainable, of 
naming the second, or the third preference, the cau- 
tion that should be exercised in making a trustworthy 
delegate for so responsible a task,—and again, and 
above all, if the task has not yet been seriously set 
about of examining the pretensions of the several 

rominent individuals fro: whom it is probable a 
selection will be made,—in other words, if each in- 
dividual as one of the people, is not yet prepared to 
answer for himself, and to instruct his delegate to 
the national convention that is to meet in May next, 
if he has not canvassed the subjeet and made up his 
mind, is it not time that he should commence the 
task, if he intends to fulfil it conscientiously? 

There is one candidate contemplated on the pre- 
sent occasion for the presidency, who bas taken open 
ground against national nominating conventions, and 
whose friends it is understood, will not send dele- 
gates, or consider themselves bound by any proceed- 
ings of such a body. We allude to Mr. Calhoun. 

The same party stood in the same attitude during 
the last presidential canvass, and yet they are sup- 
posed to have exercised quite as much influence in 
the decisions of the convention which nominated the 
successful candidate, and perhaps, more, than any 
section of the party that elected him. They rejoic- 
ed heartly at the selection made, and at once ratifi- 
ed the informal pledge which was given to the con- 
vention on their behalf. 














WAR WITH MEXICO. 





BATTLE OF CERRO GORDO. 
OFFICIAL. 


Orders issued by General Scott the evening before 
the battle of the 8th: 


Headquarters of the Army, 
Plan del Rio, April 17, 1847. 


The enemy’s whole line of entrenchments and 
batteries will be attacked in front, and at the same 
time turned early in the day to-morrow—probably 
before 10 o'clock A. M. 

The second (Twiggs’) division of regulars is al- 


| ready advanced within easy turning distance towards 


the enemy’s left. ‘That division has instructions to 
move forward before daylight to-morrow, and take 
up position across the National Road in the enemy’s 
rear so as to cut off a retreat towards Jalapa. It may 
be reinforced to-day, if unexpectediy attacked in 
force, by regiments—one or two—taken from Shields’ 
brigade of volunteers. Jf not, the two volunteer re- 
giments will march for that purpose at daylight to- 
morrow morning under Brigadier General Shields, 
who will report to Brigadier General Twiggs on 
getting up with him, or the general in chief, if he be 
in advance. 

The remaining regiment of that volunteer bri- 
wy will receive instructions in the course of this 

ay. 

The first division of regulars (Worth’s) will follow 
the movements againstiiie eneiny’s lett at sunrise 
lomorrow morning. 

As already arranged, Briga lier General Pillow’s 
brigade will march at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning 
along the route he has carefully reconnoitred, and 
stand ready as soon as he hearsthereportof arms 
*n our right, or sooner if circumstances should 
favor him, to pierce the enemy’s line of batteries 
alsuc!. puint—the nearer the river the better—as 
he may select. Once in the rear of that line, he will 
lurn to the right or left, or both, and attack the bat 
leries in reverse, or, if abandoned, he will pursue the 
enemy with vigor until further orders. 

_ Wall’s field battery and the cavalry will be held 
iN reserve on the National Ruad, a little out of view 
and range of the enemy’s batteries. ‘I'hey will take 
Up that position at 9 o’clock in the morning. 

he enemy’s batteries being carried or aban- 
Mane” all our divisions and corps will pursue with 
stapes Pursuit may be continued many miles until 
he 0 darkness or fortified positions towards 
= = onsequently, the body of the army will 
ee lo this encampment; but be followed to- 
te afternvon, or early the next morning, by the 
ne ler ee of the several corps. For this pur- 
: ice e feebler officers and men of each corps will 

“il lo guard its camp and its effects, and to load 








up the latter in the wagons of the corps. A comman- 
der of the present encampment will be designated in 
the course of this day. 

As soon as it shall be known that the enemy’s 
works have been carried, or that the general pur- 
suit has been commenced, one wagon for each re- 
giment and one for the cavalry will follow the 
movement, to receive, under the directions of medi- 
cal officers, the wounded and disabled, who will be 
brought back to this place for treatment in general 
hospital. 

The surgeon general will organize this important 
service and designate that hospital, as well as the 
medical officers to be left at it. 

Every man who marches out to attack or pursue 
the enemy will take the usual allowance of ammu 
nition, and subsistence for at least two days. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Scott. 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. Gen. 





Headquarters of the Army, 
Plan del Rio, fifty miles from Vera Cruz, 
April 19, 1847. 

Sir: The plan of attack sketched in general or- 
ders No. 111, was finely executed by this gallant 
army, before two o’clock, P. M., yesterday. We 
are quite embarrassed with the results of victory— 
prisoners of war, heavy ordnance, field batteries, 
small arms, and accoutrements. About 3,000 men 
laid down their arms with the usual proportion of 
field and company officers, besides five generals 
several of them of great distinction, Pinson, Jar- 
rero, La Vega, Noriega, and Obando. A sixth ge- 
neral, Vasquez, was killed in defending the batte- 
ry, (tower) in the rear of the whole Mexican army, 
the capture of which gave us these glorious re- 
| sults. 

Our loss, though comparatively small, in num- 
bers, has been serious. Brigadier General Suields, 
a commander of activity, zeal, and talent, is, 1 fear, 
if not dead, mortally wounded. He is some five 
miles from me at the moment. The field of opera- 
tions covered many miles, broken by mountains and 
deep chasms, and { have not a report, as yet, from 
any division or brigade. Twiggs’ division, followed 
by Shield’s (now Colonel Baker’s) brigade, are now 
at or near Xalapa, and Worth’s division is in reute 
thitber, all pursuing, with good results, as | learn, 


thousand men, who fled before our right had carried 
the tower, and gained the Xalapa road. Pillow’s 
brigade alone, is near me at this depot of wounded, 
sick, and prisoners, and | have time only to give from 
‘him the names of Ist Lieutenant F. B. Nelson, and 
94 C. G. Gill, both of the second Tennessee foot 
(Haskell’s regiment) among the killed, and in the 
brigade 106, of all ranks, killed or wounded.— 
Among the latter, the gailant brigadier general him- 
self has a small wound in the arm, but not disabled, 
and Major R. Farqueson, 2d Tennessee; Captain H. 
'F. Murray, 2d Lieut. G. ‘T. Sutherland, Ist Lieut. 
W. P. Haile, (adjutant) all of the same regiment, 
severely, and Ist Lieut. W. Yearwood, mortally 
wounded. And I know, from personal observation 





not now dead, was mortally wounded, ip entering 
sword in hand, the entrenchments around the cap- 
tured tower. 

Second Lieut. Derby, topographical enzineers, | 
also saw, at the same place, severely wounded, and 
Captain Patten, 2d United States infantry, lost bis 
right hand. Major Sumner, 2d United States dra- 


goons, was slightly wounded the day before, and | 
Cuptain Johuson, topographical engineers (now lieu- | 


tenant colonel of infantry) was very severely Wound- 
ed some days earlier while reconnoitering. I must 
not omit to add that Captain Mason and 21 Lieu- 
tenant Davis, both of the rifles, were among the 
very severely wounded in storming the same tower. 
I estimate our total loss, in killed and wounded, 
may be about 250, and that of the enemy 350. In 
the pursuit towards Xalapa (twenty-five miles hence) 
l learn we have added much to the enemy’s loss in 
prisoners, killed and wounded. In fact, f suppose 
his retreating army to be nearly disorganized and 
hence may haste to follow, in an hour or two, to pro- 
fit by events. 

Io this hurried and imperfect report I must not 
omit to say that Brigadier General ‘Twiggs, in pass- 
ing the mountain range beyond Cerro Gordo, crown- 
ed with the tower, detached from his division, as I 
suggested the day before, a strong force to carry 
that height, which commanded the Xalapa road at 
the foot, and could not fail, if carried, to cut off 
the whole or any part of the enemy's forces from a 
retreat in any direction. A portion of the first ar- 
tillery, under the often distinguished Brevet Colonel 
Childs, the 3d infantry, under Captain Alexander, 
the 7th infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Plym- 
ton, and the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the 





that part of the Mexican army; perhaps six or seven | 


on the ground, that 1st Lieut. Ewell, of the rifles, if | 
them fifty miles. 
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temporary command of Colonel Harney, 2d dra- 
goous, during the confinement to his bed of Brevet 
Brigadier General P. F. Smith, composed that de- 
tachment. 

The style of execution, which I had the pleasure 
to witness, was most brilliant and decisive. Tke 
brigade ascended the long and difficult slope of Cerro 
Gordo, without shelter, and under the tremendous 
fire of artillery and musketry with the utmost stea- 
diness, reached the breastworks, drove the enemy 
from them, planted the colors of the Ist artillery, 3d 
and 7th infantry—the enemy’s flag still flying—and 
after some minutes of sharp firing, finished the con- 
quest with the bayonet. 

It is a most pleasing duty to say that the highest 
praise is due to Harney, Childs, Plympton, Loring 
Alexander, their gallant officers and men, for this 
brilliant service, independent of the great results 
which soon followed. 

Worth’s division of regulars coming up at thie 
time, he detached Brevet Lieut. Col. C. F. Smith, 
with his light battalion, to support the assault, but 
not in time. ‘The general, reaching the tower a few 
minutes before me, and observing a white flag dis- 
played from the nearest portion of the enemy towards 
the batteries below, sent out Colonels Harney and 
Childs to hold a parley. The surrender followed in 
an hour or two. 

Maj. Gen. Patterson left a sick bed to share in the 
dangers and fatigues of the day; and after the sur- 
render went forward to command the advance forces 
towards Xalapa. 

Brigadier Gen. Pillow and his brigade twice as- 
saulted with great daring the enemy's line of batte- 
ries on our left; and though without success, they 
contributed much to distract and dismay their imme- 
diate opponents. 


President Santa Anna, with Generals Canalizo and 
Almonte, and some six or eight thousand men, es- 
caped towards Xalapa just before Cerro Gordo was 
carried, and before l’wigg’s divison reached the na- 
tional road above. 

] have determined to parole the prisoners—officers 
and men—as | have not the means of teedinz them 
here, beyoad to-day, and cannot afford to detach a 
heavy body of horse and foot, with wagons, to ac- 
company them to Vera Cruz. Our baggage train 
ihough increasing, is not half large enough to give 
an assured progress to this army. Besides a great 
number of prisoners would probably escape from the 
escort in the long and deep sandy road, without sub- 
sistence—ten to one we shall find many again, out 
of the same body of men, in the ranks opposed to us 
Not one of the Vera Cruz prisoners is believed to 
have been ia the lines of Cerro Gordo. Some six of 
the officers highest in rank refuse to give their pa: 
roles, except to goto Vera Cruz, and thence perhaps 
to the United States. 

The small arms and their accoutrements, being of 
no value to our army here or at home, I have order- 
ed them to be destroyed; for we have not the means 
of transporting them. Iam, also, somewhat embar- 
rassed with the picces of artillery—all bronze 
—which we have captured. {It would take a bri- 
gade, and half the mules of this army, to transport 

A field battery | shall take for 
service with the army; but the heavy metal must 
be collected, and left here for the present. We 
have our own seige train and the proper carriages 





, with us. 


| 








Being much occupied with the prisoners, and all 
the details of a furward movement, besides "lookin 
io the supplies which are to follow from Vera Cruz, 
| have time to add no more—inte ading io be at 
X:lapa early to-morrow. We shall not, probably 
again meet with serious opposition this side of Perote 
—certainly not, unless delayed by the wantof the 
wneans of transportation. 

I have the houor to remain, sir, with high respect 
your most obedient servant, : 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—!] invite attention to the accom j . 
ter to President Santa Anna, taken in praca. 
yesterday; also to his proclamation, issued on hear- 
ing that we had captured Vera Cruz, &c., in which 
he says: ‘‘If the enemy advance one step more, the 
national independence will be burried iw the abyss 
of the past.” We have taken thatstep. W. S. 

1 make a second postscript, to say that there is 
seme hope, lam happy to learn, that Gen. Shields 
may survive bis wounds. 

One of the principal motives for paroling the pri- 
soners of war is to diminish the resistance of other 
garrisons In our march. W. S. 

Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, secretary of war. 


- «* & 


= 


MEXICAN OPERATIONS, 


General Morales, who so long as he was all] 
to command, gallantly defended Vera Cruz, Ape 
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as General Landero, who surrendered the city and 
the castle, were immediately put under arrest by 
Santa Anna, and ordered to Guanajuata. 

The following address was issued by Santa Anna 
before quitting the capital. 


Antonio Lopez de Sanita Anna, president ad interim of 
the Mexican Republic, to his compatriots. 


Mexicans! Vera Cruz is already in the power of 
the enemy. Ithas succumbed, not under the influence 
of American valor, nor can iteven be said that it 
has fallen under the impulses of their good fortune. 
To our shame be it said, we ourselves have produc- 
ed this deplorable misfortune by our own intermina- 
ble discords. 

The truth is due to you from the government; you 
are the arbiters of the fate of our country. If our 
country is to be defended, it will be you who will 


stop the triumphant march of the enemy who now | 


oceupies Vera Cruz. If the enemy udvance one step 
more the national independence will be buried in 
the abyss of the past. 

J am resolved to go out and encounter the enemy. 
What is life worth, ennobled by the national grat:- 
tude, if the country suffers under a censure the stain 


of which will rebound upon the forehead of every 


Mexican! 


My duty is to eacrifice myself, and | wel! know | 


how to fulfil it! 


never witness such an opprobrium, for | am decided 
first to die fighting! 

The momentous crisis has at length arrived tothe 
Mexican republic. 


NILES NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 15, 1847—WAR WITH MEXICO. .== 





me eengeenn 








Decrer.—The next day April Ist a decree was 
passed, granting the provisional president of the 
republic permission te take command of the army 
in person, suppressing the vice presidency of the 
republic, and authorising congress to fill the place 
of the provisional president during his absence, and, 
finally, ordering that the legislature of the state on 
the 15th of May, shall proceed to elect a president 
of the republic, according to the form prescribed in 
the constitution of 1824, except that they shall vote 
for one individual only. 

This decree was passed, and congress at once 
proceeded to the choice of a substitute for the pre- 
sident. Senor Don Pedro Anaya received 60 votes, 





Perhaps the American hosts may | 
proudly tread the imperial capital of Azteca. | will | 


It is as ylorious to die fighting | 


and Almonte 1] votes, when the members voted by 
person. ‘The vote was 18 to 3 when voting by 
| states, 

| ‘The pronunciados consented to lay down their 
arms. ‘There had been no fighting for some days. 

' April 2d—Anaya took the oatis and assumed the 
duties of office, dispensing with all ceremonies of 
| visits, &c. in order to altend to pressing business.— 
He appears to be popular. 

| Santa Anna left the capital at 2 P. M. for the 
| frontier. 

April 3d—President Anaya held a consultation 

with officers and others to decide upon the necessity 
of forlifying the capital. Officers of the engineers 
, were directed to prepare a plan. 
The clergy of the archbishopric of Mexico have 
_bound themselves to the government for a million 
and a halt of dollars, payable monthly. The clergy 
of the different bishoprics are to do the same. 


as itis infamous to declare ourselves conquered with- | 


out a struggle, and by an enemy whose rapacity is | 


as far removed from valor as from generosity. 
Mexicans! You have a religion— protect it! 
have honor—then free ourselves from infamy! 


from American brutality! But it must be by aetion, 
not by vain entreaty nor barren desires, with whick 
the enemy must be opposed. ‘The national cause is 
infinitely just, aithough God appears to have wesert- 
ed us; but Ilis ire will be appeased when we present, 
as an expiation of our crrors, the sentiments of true 
patriotism and ofa sincere union. Thus the Al- 


mighty will bless our efforts, and we will be invin- | 


cible; for against the decision of eight millhons of 
Mexicans of what avail are the efforts of eight or ten 
millions of Americans, when opposed uy the fiat of 
divine justice? 

Perhaps | speak to you for the last time! 
you listen to me! Do not vacillate between 
und slavery; and if the enemy conquer you, at least 
they will respect the heroism of your resistance.— 


I pray 


It is now time that the common deferce should alone | 


occupy your thoughts! ‘The hour of sacrifice has 
sounded itsapproach! Awaken! A tomb opens at 
your feet! Conquer a Jaure! to repose on it! 


The nation has not yet lost its vitality. I swear 


to you I will answer for the triumph of Mexico if. 


unanimous and sincere desires on your part second 
my desires. Happy wili tiave been, a thousand times 
happy, the unfortunate event at Vera Cruz, if the 
destruction of that city may have served to infuse 
into the Mexican breast the dignity and the generous 
ardor of a true patriotism. ‘Thus wiil the country 
have been indubitabiy saved. But if the eountry 


succumb), she will bequeath her opprobrium and | 


her censure to those egotists who were not ready 
to defend her; to those who traitorously pursued 
their private turmoils to Wwaimple upon the national 
banner. 

Mexicans! Your fate is the fate of the nation!— 
Not the Americans, but you, will decide her destiny. 
Vera Cruz calls for vengeance! Follow me, and wash 
out the stain of her dishonor. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

Mexico, March 31, 1847. 


The feud between the party at the head of which | 


had been the vice president, Gomez Farias, and the 
party of revolutionists, had been restrained so long 
as Santa Anna was present, but it becomes necessa- 
ry for congress to decide who should succeed to 
authority during the absence of the president from 
the capital. Santa Anna was probably inelined in 
favor of Gomez. A majority of the congress were 
opposed to him, but the constitution was impera- 
tive. By its provisions the vice president was enti- 
tled to the charge of government during the ab- 
sence of the president. ‘To obviate this difficulty, 
a bill was brought in declaring the vice presidency 
created by the act of the 2ist of December, 1846, 
suppressed. A vivient debate on the bill ensued.— 


The vote was taken on the 3lstof March, and stood, | rous opinions are 


for the proposition 38, against it 35. 


You | 
You | 
love your wives, your children—then liberate them | 


death | 


cious divisions which 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 
Citizen Pedro Maria Anaya, President substitule of the 
Republic, io his fellow citizens. 


Mexicans: At a moment in which the loss of Ulua 
and of Vera Cruz, in which the danger of the capi- 
tal itself obliges the worthy president of the repub- 
lic to vacate the government and take command of 
the army, the vote of the representatives of the peo- 
ple has committed to me the executive power of the 
Union. 
Ever devoid of an.bition, and deeply penetrated 
with the terrible difficulty of existing circumstances, 
) the imperious force of duty alone could impel me 
to accept the responsibility. But a citizen anda 
soldier, | owe to my country the sacrifice of repose, 
of life, and even of my reputation. The voice of pa- 
triotisin cries to me that it is necessary to save our 
country or to perish. 
_ The war which devastates Mexico is for us the 
/most sacred of causes, ‘The world contemplates 
with disgust our neighbors of the north converted 
into conquerors, to gain possession of a territory 
which the faith of treaties, which rights the most 
| worthy of respect assure to us. Never was there 
a defence more legitimate, never a war more ne- 
_cessary. In it every thing is at stake—our honor, as 


well as our national existence; the present and the 
future. 


The territory we have lost, the cities which have 
heen bombarded, the blood which has so profusely 
flowed in this war, all constrain us to prosecute it 
undismayed by reverses. It is necessary to prove 

| that our name ranks with justice among those of the 
| free people of the universe. Let us accept the trial 
to which providence subjects us—that from great 
crises nations are regenerated. 

This people cannot think of peace, because it in- 
volves its consent to the dismemberment of our 
country; itcannot think of the disgrace of our name, 
because the unworthy thought would proclaim that 
Mexico, incapable of showing her valor and endur- 
ing sacrifices, is at the disposal of every people who 
can bombard her cities and march an army upon her 
territory. After such disgrace our independence 
_would be a derision, our nationality a transitory act. 
| War, then, is the ery of the people; war is the policy 
of the government. 

To wage it successfully but one element is neces: 
|Sary—union ‘Too long has our strength been wast- 

ed in senseless conflicts; it is necessary to unite the 
whole against the foreigner. In the name of the 
country, 1 conjure all Mexicans that they rally 
}around the sacred standard of independence and 
|the republic; that they cease from these perni- 
facilitate the projects of the 
Invader, which excite smiles of criminal joy in 
those who count upon erecting a foreign throne 


Puce the ruins of our conquered and humiliated 
| country. 

| Mexicans: I have not accepted power for the tri- 
|umph of any party. The government thinks only 
upon the common salvation. In its eyes all gene- 
worthy of respect; all republi- 
eans are good sons of the country. Throughout 


| 
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my life, liberty, the republic, and federation have 
been my cause; this cause | am going to defeng, not 
to forget; to this my power, my blood is to be ¢Q. 
voted. 

Upon the banners of the enemy is inscribed «7, 
conquer or die;"’ and, in order that our country ma 
be independent, that the cause of our race may ty), 
umph, it is necessary to oppose to this fata] inscrip. 
tion “Force and Liberty;” it is necessary that oy, 
arms should thrust forth the enemy from our tery, 
tory, and that our irstitutions should restrain them 
upon the frontier. Destined to a permanent riya). 
ry, it is necessary, in order to struggle with them, 
that we become great and strong by that power which 
rules the universe—te power of democracy and cjy;, 
lization. 

In accepting power] have sworn to defend oy, 
independence and our institutions. The oath 1s 9. 
cred. ‘The nation can confide in my loyalty and m 
honor. But these are not sufficient to save us; the 
situation is difficult, and 1 should not have consenteg 
to accept the government, had | not hoped to je 
able to unite all our efforts against the common ene. 
my. Independence demands the co-operation of qj 
Mexicans, the sacrifice of all animosities, the exer. 
cise of every virtue, the exertion of all our ener. 
gies. 

Let the nation rise up united; let it enter upon 
the struggle w ith the vigorous enthusiasm ¢f tle days 
of independence, and then the Vandals who have 
threatened us shall repent their rash iniquity. Vic. 
tory will crown our exertions, and we shall speedi. 
ly have a nationality assured, a name worthy of re. 
spect, a permanent existence secured. If, in the 
hour of danger aud of sacrifice, we imitate the lofty 
virtues and the indomitable valor of our fathers, 
Mexico will be saved. 

PEDRO MARIA ANAYA. 

Mexico, April 3, 1847. 

An address to the army, published the same day, 
breathes the same spirit. 


DEFENCE OF THE CAPITAL. 


On the 5th of April Senor Gamboa addressed the 
Mexican congress to the following eflect: , 
GENTLEMEN: Vera Cruz has succuusbed, and it has 
been indicated that an army of 9 000 to 10,000 men 
is marching to the iuterior of this republic. This, 
as it has been seen by every one of us, has causeda 
general sensation, and it is feared that at the end of 
the present month or beginning of the next the Van 
dalic army of North Amer:ca will reach the capital 
of our republic. Iu consequence of this it has been 
suggested (0 remove the sovereign congress Lo alo 
ther place, and several measures have been propos 
ed, but none of these have reference to furtilyiug or 
putting our city in a proper state of defence, or ol 
making any sacrifices which patrictism may require, 
in order to offer a proper defence. It is feared, how- 
ever, that a resistauce may be useless; that all will 
give up tothe impuise of the enemy; and, lastly, 
that our beautiful and costly buildings will be de 
stroyed and the city ruined. 1 do not know how any 
such thing could be expected; and, even if | should 
see the city of Mexico taken by that handiul ol ad- 
venturers, 1 would still doubt my eyes. | flatter 
myself that the army that General Santa Annas 
now commanding will undoubtedly sustain the glory 
of the nation; and this 1 believe, not irom what 
the love of our country makes me believe, bul {row 
the conviction of my mind, free from all partially: 
General Santa Anna takes wiih him an aray coi 
posed of 5,000 men brought from San Luis, got 3,000 
which we have seen taking up the line of march & 
few days ago, and of 2,000 which will join him 7 
Jalapa; in all more than 10,000 men. Itis lo 
presumed, likewise, that a multitude of ee 
Guards from the states of Mexico and Puebla, 4 
the jarochada (rabble) from the department ol Vee 
Cruz, will join him. ; ae 
The enemy’s army, according to information ty 
every person who has seen it, tias only about me 
regulars, and the remaining forces are ptr per 
banditti, without the slightest knowledge of mi o 
tactics, without instruction of any description, 
out confidence, and generally easily terrified. a 
And is it possible to imagine that only by 1S Lal 
erful artiliery the enemy will conquer and reer 
nate our troops? I hope that the God of rit 
cannot aflord a visible protection to these oe 
the blind instruments of perversity, and of the ” 
barbarous usurpation which could be found we 
dern and ancient history. But should it be de¢ s 
by providence that we must suffer this ery 
that we should once again taste of the cup of eat 
ness, will this be a motive why we stow - 
open and unprotected the gafes of our cap! - of 
allow the enemy to penetrate into the very oe : 
our republic, to carry on their customary ¢€P 
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NILES ‘ 
=a; ve Sead woe 
‘one? | would, in no case, recommend such a course, 
vod will urge the necessity of defending ourselves, 
ye of opposing them with all the strength and re- 
sarees we have at hand, should such an unfortunate 
event take place. 

Let us suppose fora moment that the American 
army, Without losing a single man, should arrive 
even within sight of this city, would it be possible 
that 9, 10, 15, or even 20,000 men should cause a 


i 
N 
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city of more than 250,000 inhabitants to surrender? 


jf such a thing should happen—if we should con- 
gent to such a surrender without the strongest resis- 
tance—the whole world would forever refer to us 
Bag an example of the vilest, most cowardly, and con- 
temptible race on earth, and we should not deserve 
from any nation the slightest regard or compassion. 

{ will not propose what | would wish to see—that 

js, that the Mexicans should imitate the Numidians 

gnd Carthagenians, when attacked by the Romans 
in ancient times; or should follow the example of 
the memorable Saragossa, which, under the com- 

mand of that great hero, Palafox, was reduced to a 

ile of ruins, burying 100,000 combatants beneath 

them; but 1 do wish to see that we should do what 

has been done throughout «he world on similar occa- 
ions—that is, we that shall resist the enemy to the 
jast possible extreme. 

Paris, in 1814, did not capitulate against the whole 
orces Of Russia, Prussia, England, and Austria, 
ntil it had suffered considerable losses under Gene- 
als Marmont and Mortier. That same city, Paris, 
after the battle of Waterloo, where the immortal 
Nepoleon lost forever his glory, endeavored to de 
end herself against the immense torrent that threa- 
ened to destroy her, and, organizing an army with 
je divisions of Generals Davoust and Grouchy, 
hey still fought hard battles at Sevres and Izly.— 
ven Madrid, the capital of the nation to which we 
ere once united, did, by herself, resist the power- 
ularmy that France sent against her; and, notwith- 
landing her oppression, a popular movement was 
ormed against the French, and there Murat exer- 
ised his most bloody vengeance. 
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Morelos, and thousands of others, who shed the last 
drop of it in honor and defence of their ecuntry, and 
who taught us by their examples the course we are 
to pursue. 
make the following proposals to congress. 

‘Ist. That our government will proceed imme- 
diately to place the city in a manner fit to resist the 
invasion of the North Americans. 2d. That every 
power which may be considered necessary for this 
object shall be granted to the executive. 3d. That, 
should the means of resistance be exhausted, and 


the capital be occupied by the Americans, congress 


will meet where the president should determine.— 
4th. When the removal of congress shall be deter- 
mined, any majority wiil be sufficient to consti 
tute it. 
“GAMBOA. 
‘Mexico, April 5th, 1847.” 





Mexico.—The editors of the Spanish paper La 
Patria, of New Orleans, have received cily of Mex- 
ico papers to the J0th April. 

The Mexican congress had passed a decree, which 
is published on the 10th to the following effect: 

Ist In order to carry on the war, whieh our na- 
tion wages against the United States of the north, 
all the Mexicans capable of bearing arms are here- 
by summoned to enrol themselves immediately. 

2d. The government will publish the necessary 
rules and instructions, in order to make effective the 
organization of the National Guards, according to 
what is established in part XIX, article 50th of the 
constitution. 

3d. The executive may dictate any measures which 
may be considered necessary in order to use all the 
arms and ammunition which may be in possession of 
private individuals, and which may not be employed 
by the police or National Guards: also for the use of 
wagons, biggage, ammunition, and provisions, and 
any other articles or utensils which may be necessa- 
ry for the fulfilment of this object, providing always 
the means of indemnification, &c. 


A meeting of the principal citizens took place on | 


These considerations have caused me to 
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and determined to avoid it. He therefore had a 
road cut to the right, so as to escape the front fire 
from the Cerro, and tura his position on the left 
flank. This movement was made known to the en- 
emy by a deserter from our camp, and consequently 
a large increase of force under Gen. Vega was sent 
to the forts on their left. Gen. Scott, to cover his 
flank movements, on the 17th of April ordered for- 
ward Gen. Twiggs against the fort on the steep as— 
cent, in front and a little to the left of the Cerro. 
Col. Harney commanded this expedition, and, at the 
head of the riflesand some detachments of infantry 
and artillery, carried this position under a heavy 
fire of grape and musketry. Having secured this 
position in front and near the enemy’s strongest for- 
tification, and having, by incredible Jabor, elevated 
one of our large guns to the top of the fort, Gen. 
Scott prepared to follow up his advantages. A 
demonstration was made from this position against 
( another strong fort in the rear, and near the Cerro, 
bul the enemy were considered too strong, and the 
undertaking was abandoned. A like demonstration 
was made by the enemy. 

Ou the next day, the 18th, General Twiggs was or- 
dered forward from the position he bad already cap- 
tured against the fort which commanded the Cerro. 
Simultaneously an attack on the fortifications on the 
enemy’s left was to be made by Generals Shields? 
and Wortt’s divisions, who moved in separate co- 
lumns, whilst General Pillow advanced against the 
strong forts wud difficult ascents on the right of the 
enemy’s position. The enemy fully acquainted with 
Gen, Scott's intended movement, had thrown large 
bodies of men into the various positions to be attack- 
ed. ‘The most serious enterprise was that of Twiggs, 
| who advanced against the main fort that eoramanded 
ithe Cerro. Nothing can be conceived more difficult 
| than this undertaking. ‘he steep and rough character 
of the ground, the constant fire of the enemy in front, 
land the cross fire of the forts aud batteries which 
| enfiladed our lines, made the duly assigned to Gen. 
| Pwiggs one of surprising difficulty. Nothing prevented 
}our men from being utterly destroyed but the steep. 

































the 8th April, when they unanimously agreed to es- | Bess of the ascent uuder which they could shelter,— 
tablish the “guerilla” system for resisting the North | But they sought no seller, and onward rushed against 
Amer:eans. ‘These resolutions were made known to | @ Mallstorm of balls and musket shot, led by the gal- 
the government and to congress, the respective ho. | lant Harney, whose noble bearing elicited the ap- 
dies, in order to start immediately for the mountains, |plause of the whole army. His Conspicuous and 
passes, and cliffs. j atalw art frame at the head of his brigade, his long 

Among the persons signing the propositions we see | atm leading his men on to the charge, his sturdy 
the names of many prominent lawyers, military, and | Volce ringing above the clash of arms and the dio of 
other public men. ‘I'he papers have before announe- conflict, aliraected the atiention and adwiration alike 
ed this as the means of saving the nation, and sus- | of the enemy and our own army. Qn, on, he led the 
taining Mexican independence. | columns, whose front lines melted belore the enemy’s 

All the papers are filled with sppeals to the citi- | fire like snow flakes in a torrent, and staid not their 
zens, and one of them asks—‘ean it be possible, that | Course until, leaping over the rocky barriers and 
among eight millions of Mexicans we cannot find a) bayoneting their gubuers, they drove (he enemy pell 
sufficient number of patriotic and determined men, | mell irom the fort, delivering a deadly fire into their 
who will resist the enemy that is invading our soil tanks, from their own guns, as they hastily retired. 
without the least regard to our rights?” | This was truly a gallant deed, worthy the Chevalier 


| Buyard of our army, as tle intrepid Harney is well 


And can it be imagined that the Mexicans will be 
rightened and quail at the sight of a handful of ad- 
enlurers? Such a conquest would surprise the 
orld more than that which Cortez obtained over 
je Empire of Montezuma; for at that time it was 
ecessary, in order to cause this city to surrender, 
at it should be besieged by more than 200,000 
lascaltecs, united with the Spaniards, and that 
ery resources of subsistence should have been ex- 
usted. And at that time the natives had not the 
comparable means of defence which we now pos- 
“—means which | will not mention here--as by so 
ing | suppose it would be an insult to persons of 
mmon sense. 

In accordance with what J have here manifested, 
m of opinion that the city should be immediately 
lina state of defence, aud this is the object of 
j first proposition. 

lalso beg that congress should not be removed, 
less the extreme case should arrive of the occu- 
lion of the city by the enemy. My object is not 
request of the representatives of Mexico to repeut 
lore the world the pathetic scene of the Romans, 
let Brennus, general of the Gauls, attacked Rome 
hen sitting in open ground in their council chairs, 
Yawaited the enemy and challenged the death 
ich they received. i repeat that this is not my 
ire, but I wish that we may not aet on the oppo- 
Pextreme—deserting this place with a shameful 
'y—that we may remain here until the moment 
ei prudence and necessity should dictate that we 
‘imove elsewhere, as in similar cases has been 
¢ by civilized assemblies. 

} . 
hen the Spaniards, had nearly lost all their 
Mnsula, a regency was established ai Cadiz, which 
Woked the Cortes of the kingdom, and immedi- 
) promulgated the political constitution of the 
uish monarchy. These ever:ts took place in 
midst of the bombs and shells which the French 
Y was throwing into the city, and whea they 
® (unsuccessfully) besieged by Gen. Victor. 
‘tance, when the allies conquered for the first 
the senate did not change its residence, atid iu | 
‘lead constituted a provisional government.— 
like happened after the fall of Napoleon, and 
chamber of representatives appoiuted a commis- 
of government, of which Fouche was the presi- 
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“ARMY OF OCCUPATION.’ 


In the New Orleans Delta of the 2d i stant, we 
find the following general description of the battle, 
founded on information furnished by Capt. Hughes, 
of the Topographical corps: 


syled. Gen. Scott, between whom and Col. Harney 
| there had existed sume coolness, rode up to the Col. 
} aiter this achievement, and remarked to him, **Col, 
| Harney, 1 cannot now adequately express my admi- 
fration of your gallant achievement, but at the proper 


la: 

; ey lime [ shall take great pleasure in thanking you in 
n the ; rf r divisior army oJ 

On arrival of the other division of the army | proper terms.” Harney with the modesty of true 


i ry Gener: Twigg { . 

of Rg agg he Sep a eget sre | Valur, claimed the prame a3 due to his otlicers and 
of the enemy’s works, determined to storm them.— bh Bhus did the divisive of the gallant Veleran 
The position occupied by the enemy was regardod | bf cats <M Se ae gegen es the enemy and 
by them as impregnable, and truly to any other than | re " che donee pry is Say: rope at ihe 
American soldicrs it must have appeared an insur- | “si ry enna wir ae ieaviest loss, and their 
mountable and impracticable undertaking to carry | See me +g 
it by storm or take it by strategy. A little afier, Ge. Worth having, by great ex- 

The road from Vera Cruz, as it passes the Plan | eruions, passed the steep and craggy heigits on the 
del Rio, which is a wide rocky bed ofa once large | &uetmy > jell, summoned a strong furt in the rear of 
stream, is commanded by a series of high cliffs rising | ue G-rro to surrender. I Wis fort was manned by a 
ote above the other, and extending several miles, | /#"ee lorce under Gen, Piazon, a wulatto officer of 
and all well fortified. ‘T.e road then debouches to | considerable ability and courage, who, sceing the 
the right, and curving around the ridge, passes over Cerro carried, thought prudent to surrender, whiet 
a high cliff, which is completely enfiladed by forts | he did, with all his force. Gen. Shields was nul so 
and batteries. ‘This ridge is the commencement of | fortunate in the vattery which he attacked, aud which 
the Tierra Templada—the upper or mountainous coun- | Was Comma ded by Gen. La Vega. A heavy fire was 
try. The high and rocky ravine of the river protec- | Opened on tum, under which the fort was carried 
ted the right dank of the position, and a series of | wale some loss by the gallant Lilinoisians, uuder 
most abrupt and apparently impassable mountains | Baker and Benuelt, supported by the New Yorkers, 
and ridges covered theirleft. Between these points, | oder Burnett. Among those who fell under this 
runuing a distance of two or three miles, a succession | re was the gallant general, who received a grape 
of strongly fortified forts bristled at every turn, and | Shot through tus lungs, by which he was compictely 
seemed to defy all bravery and skill. ‘The Cerro) paralyZed, and, at the last accuuals, was in a dingere 
Gordo commanded the road on a gentle declination, | 8 stale. Oa the enemy's right, Gen. Pillow com- 
like a glacis, for nearly a mile. An approach in | menced the attack against the strong forts wear tie 
that direction was impossible. A front attack must | Tver. Phe ‘Tennesseans, under Maskell, led 
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this blow, 7 Wn into a sudden dismay and disquietude? It is} have terminated in the almost entire annihilation of column, and tha other volunteer regiments followed. 
he cup ol oo 2 hecessary, for this very reason, that we/| our army. But the enemy expected such an attack, Phis column unexpectedly encountered a heavy fire 
we shoul a y our extraordinary efforts prove the justice | confiding in the desperate valor of our men, and from a masked battery, by which Haskell’s regiment 
our capital, ; Tights; and, lastly, we must show that we come | believing that it was impossible to turn their position | Ws nearly cut to pieces, aud the other volunteer regi- 
he very heal the inconquerable Spanish race, and that we | tothe rightor left. Gen. Scott, however, with the | ments were severely handled. Gen. Pillow wiiu- 
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when the operations at the other points having proved 
successful, the enemy concluded to surrender. ‘hus 
the victory was complete, and four generals and 
about 5,000 men were taken prisoners by our acmy. 
One of their principal generals, and a large number 
of other officers, killed. 

The Mexican force on this occasion certainly ex- 
ceeded onr own. The Mexican officers admitted 
that Santa Anna had 8 000 men in the lines, and 
6,000, including 2,000 lancers, outside of the in- 
trenchments. Gen. Scott’s force was about 8,000, 
Gen. Quitman’s brigade not having arrived in time 
to take part in the engagement. Gen. Ampudia was 
second in command of the Mexicans, and superin- 
tended the operations of the enemy. When the Cerro 
was carried he was seen retreating on a fine white 
charger, his hat falling off as he galloped away.— 
Many of the Mexicans escaped by a bye-path which 
runs off from the main road between the Cerro and 
the fort carried by Gen. Worth. As to Santa Anna 
and Canalizo, they retreated in time to escape by 
the main road. Their conduct was regarded as most 
cowardly. Some of the Mexican officers who were 
taken prisoners do not hesitate to attribute their 
defeat to the cowardice or corruption of Santa Anna. 
The force of the enemy was composed of their best 
soldiers. ‘The infantry that foughtso well at Buena 
Vista, all the regular artillerists of the republic, in- 
cluding several able naval officers, were present.— 
Some of the officers whom Gen. Scott released at 
the capitulation of Vera Cruz, without extorting the 
parole on account of their gallantry, were found 
among the killed and wounded. A gallant young 
officer named Halzinger, a Ger.wan by birth, who 
extorted the admiration of our army in the bombard- 
ment of Vera Ciuz, by seizing a flag which was cut 
down by our balls and holding it up in bis hand until 
a staff could be prepared, had been released by Gen. 
Scott without a parole. He was found among the 
desperately wounded at Cerro Gordo. 

The enemy’s loss,in killed and wounded, was 
about as large as our own; but, in addition to this, 
the loss of 6,000 prisoners and some of their best 
Officers. Our army captured about thirty pieces of 
beautiful brass cannon, of large caliber, and mostly 
manufactured at the Royal Foundry of Seville. A 
Jarge quantity of fixed ammunition, of very superior 
quality, was also taken. The private baggage and 


also captured. ‘I'he latter was delivered over to the 
pay master. The volunteers who were employed in 
carrying the specie into camp cracked many a joke 
over the prospect of being soon paid off in Mexican 
coin and free of expense to Uncle Sam. 

When our forces had carried the various positions 
of the enemy, and the road was cleared, General 


‘Twiggs started in hot pursuit of the fugitive Santa | 


Anna, and pressed close "pon his heeis. A strong 
position, five miles west of Cerro Gordo, fortified 
and defended by a fine battery of lung brass guns, 


was abandoned by the enemy and occupied by our | 


troops. Gen. T'wiggs bivouacked within three miles 
of the lovely town of Jalapa. 

In concluding our imperiect sketch of this bril- 
liant achievement, we cannot sufficiently express 
our admiration of the extraordinary deeds of our 
gallant army and able general. Scarcely a mouth 
hus elapsed since our troops, under Scott, landed on 
the enemy’s shores. In that time a strong walled 
city has been captured, together with an impregna- 
ble fortress; a pitched battle has been fought under 
the most formidable natural defences; twelve thou- 
sand prisoners have been taken, inclucing some half 
a dozen general ollicers; five hundred splendid can- 
non, ai oN immense amount of munitions of war 
have Leen added to the national trophies. 
such resulis are glorious testimonials of the valor of 
our soldiers, aud of the skill, gallantry, and perse- 
verauce uf the accomplished general who Jed them. 


Prisoners. A list of Mexican officers captured at 
Cerru Gordo, on the 18th April, whe have given their 
parole of houor to report themselves without delay to 
the commandant of the American forces at Vera Cruz 
as prisoners of war: 

Juse M. Jarero, biigadier general. 

Romulo de la Vega, brigadier general. 

P. Ruz y Baranda, captain vf Mexican navy, com- 
mauding artillery. 

Vicente Arguellea, captain arullery. 

Juse Ma. Mata, captain. 

Juse Ma. Gallegos, commanding grenadiers. 

Mariano Camachy, Ist lieut. arullery. 

Barthome Amuble, 2d lieut artillery. 

Jose K. Cobarubiar, 2d lieut. artiliery. 

Jose de Lastwor Bras y Soller, licut. col. battalion de la 
libertad. 

Juse Nunez, capt. 6h reat. infantry. 

Jose Ma. Moreny, capt. 61h regt. mfantry. 

Greyorio del Callejo, capt. 6ti regt. infantry. 

Rafael de Berrabidas, 24 lieut. Gti regt. infantry. 
Salveiu Velez, aid-de-camp to Gen. Vega, 
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Francisco Fernandez, Isi lieut. Mexican navy. 

The above prisoners, under the charge of Capt. Geo, 
W. Hughes, corps of topograghical engineers, arrived 
at Vera Cruz on the 2ist msi. It bas been left to their 
election by Gen. Scott whether they should remain close 
prisoners in the castle of San Juan d’Ulua or proceed 
to New Orleans, where they should be allowed such 
personal liberty as their condition and conduct might 
seem to require of the commandant of that post. It is 
understood that al! of the foregoing captured officers 
have expressed a desire to be transferred to the United 
States, and that Col Wilson, Governor of Vera Cruz, 
had acceded to their wishes, and had directed that a 
vessel should be held in readiness to gail, for their ac- 
commodation, about the 25th of April. 





ARMY OF THE WEST. 
OFFICIAL—GEN. KEARNEY’S LETTERS. 
Headquarters, army of the west, 

San Diego, Upper California, December 12, 1846. 

Sirn—As I have previously reported to you, | left 
Santa Fe, (New Mexico) for this country on the 25th 
September, with 300 of the Ist dragoons, under Maj. 
Sumner. We crossed to the bank of the Del Norte 
at Albuquerque, (65 miles below Santa Fe), con- 
tinued down on that bank till the 6th October when 
we met Mr. Kit Carson, with a party of 16 men on 
his way to Washington cily, with a mail and papers: 
an express from Commodore Stockton and Lieut. 
Colonel Fremont, reporting that the Californias 
were already in possession of the Americans under 
their command; that the American flag was flying 
from every important position in the territory, and 
that the country was forever free from Mexican 
control; the war ended, and peace and harmony 
established among the people. In consequence of 
this information, | directed that 200 dragoons, under 
Major Sumner, should remain in New Mexico, and 
that the other 100, with two mounted howitzers, 
under Captain Moore, should accompany me as a 
guard to Upper California. With this guard, we 
continued our march to the south, on the right bank 
of the Del Norte, to the distance of 130 miles below 
Santa Fe, when, leaving that river on the 15th Oc- 
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distance of avout 6U miles— without water or grass. 


tober, in about the 33d degree of latitude, we march- 
ed westward for the copper mines, which we reach- 
ed on the 18th, and on the 20th reaced the river Gila, 
proceeded down the Gila, crossing and recrossing 
it as often as obstructions in our front rendered 


nora. These Indians we found honest, and living 
comfortably, having made a good crop this year; and 
we remained with them two days, to rest our men, 
recruit our animals, and obtain provisions. On the 
22d Nuvember, reached the mouth of the Gila, in 
latitude about 32 degrees—our whole march on this 
river having been nearly S00 miles, and, with but 
very little exception, between the 32d and 33d paral- 
les of latitude. 

This river, (the Gila), more particularly the nor- 
thern side, is bound nearly the whole distance by a 
range of lofty mountains; and if a tolerable wagon 
road to its mouth from the Del Norte is discovered, 
it must be on the south side. ‘The country is destitute 
of timber, producing but few cottun wood and mus- 
quite trees; and though the soil on the bottom lands 
is generally good, yet we found but very little grass 
or vegetation in consequence of the dryness of the 
climate and the little rain which falls here. ‘The 
Pimos Indians, who make good crops of wheat, corn, 


Gila, as did the Aztecs, (the former inhabitants of 
the country) the remains of whose sequias, or Jittle | 
canals, were seen by us, us well as the position ot 


broken pottery and carthenware used by them. 

We crossed the Colorado abcut 10 miles below the 
mouth of the Giia, and, marching near it about 30) 
miles further, turned off and crossed the desert—a 


On the 2d December, reached Warner’s ranche, 
(Agua Caliente), the frontier seitiementin California, 
on the route leading to Sonora. On the 4th, marched 
to Mr. Stokes’ rancho, (San is.bella) on the Sib 
were met by a small party of volunteers, under Capt. 
Gillispie, sent oul from San Diego by Commodore 
Stockton, to give us what information they possessed 
of the enemy, GU0 or 7UU0 of whom are now said to 
be in armé and in the field throughout the territory, 
determined upon opposing the Americans and re- 
sisting their authority iv the country. Encamped 
that night near avuother rancho (San Maria) of Mr. 
Siokes’ about 40 miles {rom San Diego. 

Tine journals and the maps kept aud prepared by 
Captain Johnson, (my aid-de-camp) and those by 
Lieutentant Emory, topographical engineers, which 
will accompany or foilow this report, will render 
aiything further from me on this subject unnecessa- 
ry. Very respeetfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. Kearney, Brig. Gen. U.S. 42. 


Headquarters, army of the west 

San Diego, Upper California, Dec. 13, 1846 
Sin—In my communication to you of yesterday, 
date, 1 brought the reporte of the movements of 
guard up to the morning of the Sth instant, in pt 
near a rancho of Mr. Stokes, (Santa Maria) about 
40 miles from San Diego. 

Having learned from Capt. Gillispie, of the yolyy, 
teers, that there was an armed party of Califor), 
ans, with a number of extra horses at San Fa ual 
three leagues distant, on a road leading to this placg 
I sent Lieut. Hammond, lst dragoons, with a few 
men to make a reconnoissance of them. He returng 
at two in the morning of the 6th inst. reporting that hy 
had found the party in the place mentioned, and tha 
he had been seen, though not pursued by them, I 
then determined that | would march for and attack 
them by break of day. Arrangements were accopi. 
ingly made for the purpose. My aid-de-camp, Capt 
Johnson, dragoons, was assigned to the command o 
the advance guard of twelve dragoons, mounted oy 
the best horses we had; then followed about fifty 
dragoons under Captain Moore, with but few ey, 
ceptions, on the tried mules they had ridden fro, 
Santa Fe, (N. Mexico, 1,050 miles); then about 9 
volunteers of Captain Gibson’s company under hj 
command, and that of Capt. Gillispie: then followe 
our two mountain howitzers, with dragoons to m:. 
nage them, and under the charge of Lieut. Davidson 
of the regiment. The remainder of the dragoons, yg). 
unteers, and citizens, employed by the officers of the 
staff, &c. were placed under the command of Major 
Swords, (quartermaster), with orders to follow o 
our trail with the baggage, and to see to its safeyy, 

As the day, (December 6) dawned, we approach. 
ed the enemy at San Pasqual, who was already ig 
the saddle, when Captain Johnson made a furioy 
charge upon them with bis advance guard, and wa 
in a short time alter supported by the dragoons; sq 
after which the enemy gave way, having kept y 
from the beginning a continued fire upon us. Uponth 
retreat of the enemy, Capt. Moore ted off rapidlyi 
pursuit, accompanied by the dragoons, mounted 
horses, and was followed, though slowly, by th 
otbers on their tired mules, the enemy well mow 
ed and among the best horsemen in the world, alle 
retreating about half a mile, and seeing an intery 
between Captain Moore with his advance, and 
dragoons coming to his support, rallied their who 
force, charged with their lances, and on aceouni 
their greatly superior numbers, but few of us in fro 
remained untouehed; for five minutes they held th 
ground from us, and then fled from the field, nott 
return to it, which we occupied and encamped up 

Our howitzers were not brought into the acl 
but coming to the front at the elose of it, before tt 
were turned, so as to admit of being fired upon 
retreating enemy, the two mules betore one of Ihe 
got alramed and freeing themselves from theiré 
vers, ran off, and among the enemy, and was 
lost to us. 

The enemy proved to be a party of about 1604 
lifornians under Audreas Pico, brother of the 
governor; the number of their dead and would 
must have been considerable, though | have nom 
of ascertaining how many, a8 just previous tol 
final retreat, they carried off all excepting siX. 

The great number of our killed and woul 
proves that our officers and men have fully sustil 
the high character and reputation of our troops) 
the victory thus gained over more than double 
force, may assist in forming the wreath of out 
tional glory. 

































































































































— 
_ 













































hig 
the. 
do, 
it, : 
our 
and 
our 
~O 
repo 
then 
the 
mani 
San 
proc 
himse 
place 
Stocl 
many 
to rec 
Ver 


Brig. 


Ciuda 
Sir- 
quest ( 
navy, 
goverr 
mand o 
count: 
Diego 
dismou 
fornia 1 
sailors, 
(topogr 
lant ger 
We p 
enemy | 
themse}) 
four piec 
occupyir 
ed the c 
ready to 
disposit ic 
covering 
Placing ¢ 
them, an 
remainde 
forded th 
hemy fr 
nda hal 
bur left fj 
hey retre 
bY Which 
The ne: 
bur marct 
nd on ow 
ne Mesa, 
heir fire y 
nd after } 
ours, oce 
Ime, they 
harge on ¢ 
; shortly 
‘march, 
f nks of t. 
hich we ¢ 
stant) wi 
Our loss j 
ing but or 
Owan of ¢t 














Meers, and 


A most melancholy duty now remains for "Mounted on 
is to repurt the death of my aid-de-camp, UMMMMe worly, ¢, 
Johnson, who was shut dead at the commence know no 
of the action, of Captain Moore, who was Janced ve been , 
previous to the final retreat of the enemy, “Mtdient ser 
Lieut. Hammond, also lanced, who survived iv. Gen. 





few hours. We had also killed two sergeatls 
corporals, and ten privates of the Ist dragoo™ 
private of the volunteers, aud one man, engas 
the topographical department. Among the woe 
are mysell, (in two places,) Lieut. ware 
graplical engineers, (in three places), Capt 
lispie and Gibson of the volunteers, (the o 
thiee places), one sergeant, one buglemad, — 
privates of the dragoons; many of these S 
from two to ten lance wounds, most of them 
unhorsed and incapable of resistance. bei 
| have to return my thanks to many for! | 
lantry and good conduct on the field, and pa 
ly to Capt. ‘Turner, lst dragoons, (assistant ® 
general), and to Lieut. Emory, topographic’, 
neers, who were aclive in the perturmanee 
duties, and in conveying orders from me 10 
mand. ; ie! 
On the morning of the 7th, having ™4 . 
lances for our wounded, and anterred (be 


















Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adj. Gen. U. 8. oA, 
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occupying the hills in our front, but which 
bimeelh as Ge boptoached: till, reaching San Berna- 
res party of them took possession of a hill near to 
‘atid maintaining their position until attacked by 
ur advance, Who quickly drove them from it, killing 
and wounding five of their number, with no loss on 
t. 

oOh sceount of our wounded men, and upon the 
report of the surgeon that rest was necessary for 
them, we remained at this place till the morning of 
the 11th, when Lieut. Gray, of the navy, in com- 
mand of a party of sailors and marines, sent out from 
San Diego by Commodore Stockton, joined us. We 
roceeded at 10,a. m. the enemy no longer showing 
himself; and on the 12th, (yesterday), we reached this 
place; aid I have now to offer my thanks to Com. 
Stockton, and all of his gallant command, for the 
many kind attentions we have received and continue 
to receive from them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. Kearney, Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 

Brig. Gen. R. Jonus, adjt. gen. U. 8. 4. Washington. 





Headquarters army of the west. 
Ciudad de los Angelos, Upper California, Jan. 12, 1847. 

Sin—l have the honor to report that, at the re- 
quest of Commodore R. F. Stockton, United States 
navy, (Who in September last assumed the title of 
governor Of California), | consented to take com- 
mand of an expedition to this place, (the capital of the 
country), and that, on the 29th December, I left San 
Diego with about 500 men, consisting of about sixty 
dismounted dragoons under Capt. Turner, 50 Cali- 
fornia volunteers, and the remainder marines and 
sailors, With a battery of artillery—Lieut. Emory, 
(topographical engineers) acting as assistant adju- 
tant general. Com. Stockton accompanied us. 

We proceeded on our route without seeing the 
enemy till on the 8th instant, when they showed 
themselves in full force of 600 mounted men, with 
four pieces of artillery under their governor, (Flores) 
occupying the heights in front of us, which command- 
ed the crossing of the river San Gabriel, and they 
ready to oppose our further progress. The necessary 
dispositicn of our troops was immediately made, by 
covering our front with a strong party of skirmishers, 
placing our wagons and baggage train in the rear of 
them, and protecting the flanks and rear with the 
remainder of the command. We then proceeded, 
forded the river, carried the heights and drove the 
nemy from them, after an action of about an hour 
nda half, during which they made a charge upon 
bur left flank, which was repulsed, soon after which 
hey retreated and left us in possession of the field, 
bu which we encamped that night. 

The next day, (the 9th instant) we proceeded on 
bur march at the usual hour, the enemy in our front 
nd on our flanks; and when we reached the plains of 
le Mesa, their artillery again opened upon us, when 
heir fire was returned by our guns as we advanced; 
nd after hovering around and near us for about two 
ours, occasionally skirmishing with us during that 
me, they concentrated their force and made another 
age on our left flank, which was quickly repuls- 
d; shortly after which they retired, we continuing 
‘march, and in the afternoon, encamped on the 
anks of the Mesa, three miles below. this city, 
ich we entered the following morning, (the 10th 
stant), without further molestation. 

Our joss in the actions of the 8th and 9th was small, 
king but one private killed and two officers, Lieut. 
ewan of the navy, and Capt. Gillispie, of the vol- 
Neers, and eleven privates wounded. The enemy, 
ounted on fine horses, and being the best riders in 
l World, carried off their killed and wounded, and 
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“ARMY OF THE NorTH.” 
BATTLE OF SACRAMENTO. 
OFFICIAL REPORT OF COL. DONIPHAN. 
DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY—CAPTURE OF CHIHUAHUA. 


Headquarters of the Army in Chihuahua, 
City of Chihuahua, March 4, 1847. 


I have the honor to report to you the movements 
of the army under my command since my last official 
report. 

On the evening of the 8th of February, 1847, we 
left the town of El Paso del Norte, escorting the 
merchant train or caravan of about 315 wagons for 
the city of Chihuahua. Our force consisted of 924 
effective men, 117 officers and privates of the artille- 
ry, 93 of Lieut. Colonel Mitchell’s escort, and the 
remainder the Ist regiment Missouri: mounted vo- 
lunteers. We progressed in the direction of this 
plaee until the 25th, when we were informed by our 
spies that the enemy, to the number of 1,500 men, 
were at Inseneas, the country seatof Goy. Trias, 
about 25 miles in advance. 

When we arrived, en the evening of the 26th, 
near that point, we found that the force had retreat- 
ed in the direction of this city. On the evening of 
the 27th we arrived at Sans, and learned from our 
Spies that the enemy, in great force, had fortified the 
pass of the Sacramento river, about fifteen miles in 
advance, and about the same distance from this city. 
We were also informed that there was no water be- 
tween the point we were at and that occupied by the 
enemy; we therefore determined to halt until morn 
ing. At sunrise on the 28th, the last day of Febru- 
ary, we took up the line of march and formed the 
whole train, consisting of 315 heavy traders’ wagons 
and our commissary and company wagons, into four 
columns, thus shorteniug our line so as to make it 
more easily protected. We placed the artillery and 
all the command, except 2U0 cavalry preper, in the 
intervals between the columns of wagons. We 
thus fully concealed our force and its position, by 
masking our force with the cavalry. 
rived within three miles of the enemy, we made a 
reconnoisance of his position and the arrangement of 
| his forces. This we could easily do—the road lead- 
| ing through an open prairie valley between the sterile 
, mountains. The pass of the Sacramento is formed 
by a point of the mountains on our right, their left 
extending into the valley or plain, so as to narrow 
the valley to about one and a half miles. On our 





between these puints the plain rises to sixty feet ab- | 
ruptly. This rise is in the form of a crescent, the | 
convex part being to the north of our forces. On 
the right, from the point of mountains, a nariow part 
of the plain extends north one and a half miles fur- 
| ther than on the left. The main road passes down | 
| the centre of the valley and across the crescent, near | 
the ieft or dry branch. The Sacramento rises in the 
mountains on the right, and the road falls on to it. 
about one mile below the battle field or entrench- | 
mentofthe enemy. We ascertained that the enemy | 
had one batiery of four guns, two nine and 6 pound | 
ers, on the point of the mountain on our right, (their | 








the point where the mountains extended furthest in. | 
to the plain. On our left (their right) they had | 
another battery un an elevation commanding the | 


and on the brow of the crescent, near the centre, 
another of two 6 and two 4 and 6 culverins, or ram- | 
part pieces, mounted on carriages; and on the crest 
of the hill or ascent between the batteries and the 





¢ know not the number of them, though it must 
ive been considerable. Very respectfully, your | 
bedient servant, J. W. Kearney, Brig. Gen. | 
% Gen. R. Jones, adj. gen. U. S. 4. Washington. 





. Headquarters, army of the west, 
Midad de tos Angeles, Upper California, Jan. 14. 1847. 
‘8—This morning, Lieut. Col. Fremont, of the 
pment of mounted riflemen, reached here with 
Volunteers from the Sacramento; the enemy ca- 
Wated with him yesterday, near San Fernando, 
teeing to lay down their arms, and we have now 
Prospect of having peace and quietness in this 



























ival 1ey will be here before long. On their 
ide’ Shall, agreeably to the instructions of the 
“nt of the United States, have the manage- 
ry . hravepin in this country, and will endeavor to 
A Ut his views in relation to it. 
y respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. Kearney, Brig. Gen. 











*n. R. Songs, adj. gen. U.S. A. Washington. 


up, extending at short intervals across the whole | 


‘ground. In these their infantry were placed and | 


were entirely protected. Their cavalry was drawn | 
up in front of the redoubts in the intervals four deep, | 
aud in front of the redoubts two deep, so as to mask | 
them as far as practicable. Wher we had arrived | 
within ope and a half miles of the entrenchments 
along the main road, we advanced the cavalry still 
further, and suddenly diverged with the columns to 
the right, so as to gain the narrow part of the ascent 
on our right, which the enemy discovering, endeav- 
ored to prevent, by moving forward with 1,000 ca- 
valry and four pieces of cannon in their rear inasked | 
by them. Our movements were so rapid that we| 
gained the elevation with our forces and the advance | 





of our wagons in time to form before they arrived | 
within reach of our guns. The enemy halted, and 
we advanced the head of our column within tweive 
hundred yards of them, so as to Jet our wagons at- 
tain the highlands and form as before. 

We now commenced the action by a brisk fire 
from our battery, and the enemy unmasked and com- 
menced also. Our fires proved eliective at this dist- 
ance, killing filleen mena, wounding and disabling 
cne of the cnemy’s guns. We had two men slightly 
wounded, and several horses and mules killed. The 





When we ar- | 


left was a deep, dry, sandy channel of a creek, and | 


left,) at a good elevation to sweep the plain, and at|! 


road, and three entrenciments of two six pounders, i 


right and Jeft they had 27 redoubts dug and thrown | |! 





~ 


————— ae ee 


fenemy then slowly retreated behind t 
some contusion, and we resum OUT 
former order, still diverging more ¢t ie right t 
avoid their battery on our leit, (their right,) and 
their strongest redoubts, which were on the left near 
where the road passes. After marching as far as we 
safely could without coming within range of their 
heavy battery on our right, Capt. Weightman, of the 
artillery, was ordered to charge with two 12-pound 
howitzers, to be supported by the cavalry, under 
Captains Reid, Parsons, and Hudson. The howit 
zers charged at speed, and were gallantly sustained 
by Capt. Reid; but, by some misunderstanding, my 
order was not given to the other two companies. — 
Captain Hudson, anticipating my order, charged in 
time to give ample support to the howitzers. Capt. 
Parsons at the same moment came to me and asked 
permission for his company to charge the redoubts 
immediately to the left of Capt. Weightman, which 
he did very gallantly. The remainder of the two 
battalions of the first regiment were dismounted dur- 
ing the eavalry charge, and, following rapidly on 
foot, and Major Clarke advancing as {ast as practi- 
cable with the remainder of the battery, we charged 
their redoubts from right to left with a brisk and 
deadly fire of riflemen, while Major Clarke opened a 
rapid and well-directed fire on a column of cavalry 
attempting to pass to our left so as to attack the wa- 
gons and our rear. ‘The fire wa3 so well directed as 
to force them to fall back; and our riflemen, with the 
eavalry and howitzers, cleared after an obstinate re- 
sistance. Our forces advanced to the very brink of 
their redoubls and attacked them with their sabres. 
| When the redoubts were cleared, and the batteries 
/in the centre and our left were Silenced, the main 
| battery on our right still continued to pour in a con- 
/Stant and heavy fire, as it had done during the heat 
| of the engagement; but as the whole fate of the bat- 
Ue depended upon carrying the redoubts and centre 
battery, this one on the right remained unattacked, 
| aad the enemy had rallied there five hundred strong. 
Major Clark was directed to commence a heavy 
fire upon it, while Lieut. Cols. Mitchell and Jackson, 
| Commanding the Ist battalion, were ordered to re- 
mount aad charge the battery on the left, while Ma- 
_jor Gilpin was directed to pass the 2d battalion on 
footup the rough ascent of the mountain on the Op- 
posite side. The fire of our battery was so effective 
_ 88 lo completely silence theirs, and the rapid advanee 


‘ 





of our column put them to flight over the mountains 


in great confusion. 


Capt. Thompson, of the Ist dragoons, acted as my 
aid and adviser on the field during the whole engage- 


ment, and was of the most essential service to me.— 


Also, Lieut. Woester, of the United States ariny 
who acted very coolly and gallantly. Major Camp- 
bell, of Springfield, Missouri, also acted 2s a volun- 
teer aid during part of the time, but le(t me and joins 
ed Captain Reid in his gallant charge. Thus ended 
the battle of Sacramento. 


The force of the enemy was 1,200 cavalry from 

urango and Chihuahua, with the Vera Cruz dra- 
geons, 1,200 infantry from Chihuahua, 300 artiller- 
ists, and 1,420 rancheros badly armed with Jassos, 
ances, and machetoes ur corn knives, ten pieces of 
artillery, two nine, two eight, four six, and two four 
pounders, and six culverins or rampart pieces.— 
Their forces were commanded by Major General 

eredia, General of Durango, Chituatua, Sonora, 
aud New Mexico; Brigadier General Garcia Conde, 
formerly minister of War for the Republic of Mexi- 
co, who is a scientific man, and planned this whole 
field of defence; General Uguerte, and Governor 
Trias, who acted as brigadier general on the field, 
and colonels and other officers without number. 

Our force was nine hundred and twenty-four ef- 
fective men, at least one hundred of who were en- 
gaged in holding horses and driving teams. 

The loss of the enemy was his entire artillery, ten 
wagons, masses of beans and pinola, and other Mex- 
icau provisions, about three hundred killed and about 
the same number wounded, many of whom have 
since died, and forty prisoners. 

The field was literally covered with the dead and 
wounded fro our artiilery and the unerring fire of 
our riflemen. Night put a stup to the carnage, the 


battle having commenced about three o’clock Our 


loss was oue killed, one mortally wounded, and seven 


So wounded as to recover without any loss of limbs, 


I cannot speak too highly of tiie coolness, gallantry, 
and bravery of the officers and men under my com- 
maud. 

1 was ably sustained by the field officers, Lieut. 


Colonels Mitchell and Jackson, of the first battalion, 


and Major Gilpin, of the second battalion; and Maj. 
Clarke and his artillery acted nobly, and did the most 
effective service in every part of the field. it is 
abundantly shown, in the charge made by Captaiu 
Weightman with the section of howitzers, that they 
can be used in any charge of cavalry with great el- 
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fect. Much has been said, and justly said, of the 
gallantry of our artillery, unlimbering within two 
hundred and fifty yards of the enemy at Palo Alto; 
but how much more daring was the charge of Capt. 
Weightman, when he unlimbered within fifty yards 
of the redoubts of the enemy! 

On the Ist day of March we took formal posses- 
sion of the capital of Chihuahua in the name of our 
government. 

We were ordered by General Kearny to report to 
General Wool at this place. Since vur arrival, we 
hear he is at Saltillo, surrounded by the enemy. Our 
present purpose is either to force our way to him, or 
return by Bexar, as our term of service expires on 
the last day of May next. 

] have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

A. W. DONIPHAN, 
Colonel Ist regiment Missouri Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjt. Gen. U.S. A. 








Translation of Col. Doniphan’s proclamation on 
taking possession of Chihuahua: 

Proclamation of the Commander-in-chief of the North 
American forces in Chihuahua. 

The commander-in-chief of the North American 
forces in Chihuahua announces to all the citizens of 
that State that he has taken military possession of 
the capital, and has the pleasure of assuring them 
that in it complete tranquility exists. 

He invites all the citizens to return to their homes, 
and continue in their ordinary occupation, promising 
to them security of person, property, and religion. 

He declares, also, in the name of his government, 
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being wholly unnecessary in that state, I prevailed 
on Gen. Kearney to order my regiment to report to 
you at thiscity. The order was given on the 23rd 
September, 1846; but after the general arrived at La 
Joya, in the southern part of the State, he issued an 
order requiring my regiment to make a campaign 
into the country inhabited by the Navajo Indians, 
lying between the waters of the Rio del Norte and 
the Rio Colorado of the west. This campaign de- 
tained me until the 14th of December, before our re- 
turn to the Del Norte. We immediately commenc- 
ed our march for El Paso del Norte with about 800 
riflemen. All communication between Chihuahua 
and New Mexico was entirely prevented. On the 
25th of December, 1846, my van guard was attacked 
at Brazito by the Mexican forces from this State; 
our force was about 450, and the force of the enemy 
1100; the engagement lasted about forty minutes, 
when the enemy fled, leaving 63 killed and since 
dead, 150 wounded, and one howitzer, the only piece 
of artillery in the engagement on either side. On 
the 29th we entered I! Paso without further opposi- 
tion; from the prisoners and others I learned that you 
had not marehed upon this State. Ithen determin- 
ed to order a battery and 100 artillerists from New 
Mexico. They arrived in Ei Paso about the 5th 
February, when we took up the line of march for 
this place. A copy of my ollicial reportof the battle 
of Sacramento, enclosed to you, will show you all 
our subsequent movements, up to our taking posses- 
sion of this capital. The dav of my arrival | had 
determined to send an express to you forthwith; but 
the whole intermediate country was in the hands of 





that, having taken possession of the capital since he 
conquered the forces of the state, he holds possession 
of the whole state. 

He invites all of the citizens, pueblos and ranche- | 
ros, to continue their trade, coming to this capital to | 
buy and sell just as they did before the recent occur- 
rences, for no one will be molested or annoyed in 
any thing, as he before has explained that the pro- 
perty of each person will be respected, and that, in 
case the troops of his command need anything, the 


value of it will be paid at its just price with all punc-| 


tuality. 


He pledges himself in like manner that the Ame- | 
rican troops will promptly punish every excess com- | the first place, most of the men under my command 


mitted, either by the savage Indians or any other in- 
dividuals. 

He assures again all good citizens that we war 
only against the army, and not against individual ci- 
tizens who are unarmed. 

For this we exact only, not that any Mexican 
should take up arms against his country, but that, in 
case of actual war, he shall remuin neutral; for it 
must not, on the contrary, be expected that we shal! 
respect the rights of those who take up arms against 
our views. 

ALEXANDER W. DONIPHAN, 
Commander-in. chief. 

The Mexicans, after their defeat at Sacramento, 
did not venture to stop in the city. Among the first 
to run from the battle field was the governor, Angel 
Trias, whose proclamations in El Faro were full of 
pledges to drive the invaders from the soil, or die in 
the attempt. Ile is said to have returned to the 


city before the fight bad fairly commenced, stating |. 


that the Americans were devils, and could not be 
resisted. 

E| Faro, just before the battle, gave a circumstan- 
tial account of the movements of Captain Hudson’s 
company, composing Col. Mitchell’s escort, aud of 
the main army under Doniphan. It described, with 
great accuracy, the number of our men, how each 


company was armed, the caliber of each piece of ar- | 


tillery, &c. |i said that the news of the insurrection 
in New Mexico had produced irresolution in our 
ranks, and thal the persuasions of Kirker alone in- 
duced our army to move forward. ‘The Mexicans 
were probably led, by sueh representations, to sup- 

ose that our men were dismayed and could be easi 


ly beaten. 
Col. Doniphan was well informed of every move- 


ment of the enemy, and left El Paso, knowing just! 


what force he should meet, although he did not an- 
ticipate so easy a victory. ‘The battle lasted three 
hours. 


Headquarters cf the Army in Chihuahua, 
City of Chihuahua, March 20, 1847. 
Sir:—The forces under my command are a por 
tion of the Missouri volunteers, called into service 


for the purpose of invading New Mexico, under the | 


command of Brigadier General (then Colonel) 
Kearney. After the conquest of New Mexico, and 
before General-Kearney’s departure for California, 
information was received that another regiment and 
an extra battalion of Missouri volunteers would fol- 
low us to Santa Fe. 


The service of so large a force | 


the enemy, and we were cut off, and had been for 
many months, from all information respecting the 
American army. Mexican reports are never to be 
fully credited; yet, from all we could learn, we did 
not doubt that you would be forced by overwhelm- 
ing numbers to abandon Saltillo, and of course we 
could send no express under such circumstances. On 
yesterday we received the first even tolerably relia- 
ble information that a battle had been fought near 
Saltillo between the American and Mexican forces, 
and that Santa Anna had probably fallen back on 
| San Luis de Potosi. 


{ ‘ ° 
My position here is exceedingly embarrassing. In 


have been in service since the Ist of June, and have 

never received one cent of pay. ‘Their marches have 
| been hard, especially in the Navajo country, and no 
| forage; so that they are literally without horses, 
| clothes or money, nothing but ar.ns and a disposition 
‘to use them. ‘I'hey are all volunteers, officers and 
meno; and, although ready for any hardships or dan- 
ger, are Wholly unfit to garrison a town orcity. ‘“{t 
is confusion worse confounded.” Having performed 
a march of over 2000 miles, and their term of service 
rapidly expiring, they are resticss to join the army 
unde: yourcommand. Still, we cannot leave this 
point safely for some days—the American merchants 
here, oppose it violently, and bave several hundred 
thousand dollars at stake. ‘hey have sent me a me- 
morial, and my determination has been made known 
tothem. A copy of both they will send you. O/ 
one thing it 13 necessary to inform you: the mer- 
chants admit that their goods could not be sold here 
in five years; if ihey go south they will be as near to 
the markets of Durango and Zacatecas as they now 
are. lam anxious and willing to protect the mer- 





ms ae ———. 


ORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENT IN NEW MExico_. 
POWER OF THE COURTS—TREASON—DRUMHEAD 
COURT MARTIAL— WHAT DOES IT ALL TEND 19)? 


Charge of Judge Houghton to the jury, in the ease of 
Senor Trogillo—( Trohea. ) 

In charging the jury before retiring, on the case of 
the United States vs Trojillo, the judge ruled oyt all 
consideration, by the jury, of the arguments of coup, 
sel forthe defence, that the court had not, under 
the constitution, the right to adjudicate upon , 
case of treason, where the accused was a citizen of 
New Mexico, upon the ground that the court, ag it 
was constituted, could not permit the question of jt, 
own existence to be the subject of decision by a jy. 
ry; that it was bound by its oath to rely upon the 
authority which constituted it as sufficient, and yp. 
der that oath, made before that authority, were go, 
lemnly bound to administer justice within the ey, 
tent of its jurisdiction, and to submit all cases to jy, 
ries, as judges of the evidence and facts, allowiy 
the responsibility of the constitutional right of the 
court to sit on cases of high treason, as charged 
against New Mexicans, to fall back upon the autho. 
rity who constituted it. ‘The court, therefore, J¢ 
the case go before the jury to be decided as to the 
guilt or innocence of the prisoner, by the facts ang 
the evidence. 


Don Antonio Maria Trogillo’s order. 

By order of the inspector of arms, Don Antoniy 
Maria Trogillo, who has directed me to order you, 
the moment you receive this notice, to raise the 
whole of your company, and also all the people that 
are able to bear arms, to present themselves in Say 
Juan de los Cabellieros, to-morrow, the 22d inst, at 
the latest at 8 o’clock. 

We have declared war against the government of 
the United States; and it is now to take up arwsia 
defence of our abandoned country—to see if we ca 
regain the liberty that we possessed in this unfortu. 
pate department. You will be held responsible if 
you fail to obey the order. 

JUAN ANTONIO GARCIA. 

To Lieut Don Pepro Via... 


a 


Gen. Tafolla’s order, No. 1. 

The defenders of the country, with the viewof 
shaking off the yoke which binds us to the govern. 
ment of the stranger, and as you are the inspector of 
arms, and commander of militia, lawfully appointed 
by your supreme government, which is the one we 
now claim; at the moment you receive this commu: 
nication, you wil! proceed to unite all the companies 
under your command, and holding them in readines 
for the 22d inst., on which day these forces will be 
at that point. You will take all the necessary steps, 
and see if the enemy is advancing this way with aly 
force; and if it should so prove, you will send a mt 
senger quickly, so that 1 may redouble my march. 

You are to understand that there is to be no resi 
tance to this order. Answer this by the bearer. 


Taos, January 20ih, 1847. 
JESUS TAFOLLA. 


To Don Anronio Marta TROGILLO. 


Gen. Tafolla’s order, No. 2. 





chants as far as practicable; but | protest against re- 
maining here as a mere wagon guard; garrisoning a 
city with troops wholly unfit tor it, and who will be 
wholly ruined by improper indulgencies. Having 
been originally ordered to this point, you know the 
wishes of the government in reiatiou to it, and of 
| course your orders will be promp:ly and cheerfully 
obeyed. | fear there Is ample use for us with you, 
and we would greatly preter joining you before our 
term of service expires. 

All information relative to my previous operations, 
present condition, &c., will be given you by Mr. J. 
Collins, the bearer of these despatches. He is a 
higly honorable gentleman, and was an amateur 
soldier at Sacramento. 

The Mexicans report your late battle as having 
been entirely favorable tu theniselves; but taking it 
for granted they never report the truth, we have 
| fired a salute for our victory in honor of yourself and 
| General Taylor, presuming from report, you were 
| both present. 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. W. DONIPHAN, 

| C omd’g. lst reg. Missouri mounted vols. 
Should the horses or mules of those bearing this 

/express fail, or prove unfit to return upon, I have to 

| request that they may be supplied by the govern. 

| ment with the proper means of returning. 

A. W. DONIPHAN, 


! 


Colonel Irt reg. Missouri volunteers. 











CoMMANDING GENERAL OF THE REUNION: A300 
as you receive this official, you will order your 8 
alterns to gather the men under their orders, (0 lio 
themselves in readiness by the time I arrive wilh® 
forces, so as tu advance all together to the camp* 
honor. 

God and liberty! JESUS TAFOLLA 
Sent 23d January, 1847. 
To the Inspector of Arms, 

TROGILLO. 


Don Awnronro Mat 


PROCEEDINGS OF A DRUMHEAD COURT MARTIAb, 
Convened at Fernanao de Taos, New Mexico, ™ 
6th day of February, 1847, by the following order: 
Headquarters, Army in New Mexico, | 
Don Fernando de ‘laos, Feb. 6th, 184 
ORDER NO. 115. | 
A drumhead court martial, to consist of five ™ 
bers will assemble at headquarters this morning 
10 o’clock, a. m., for the trial of Pablo Moo 
(Montoya,) and such other prisoners 35 ry 
brought before it. The court will consist of! 
lowing members: sbe 
Capt. Angney, infantry battalion; Capt. ~ 
regiment Missouri volunteers; Capt. Slack, od 
Lieut. Ingalls, 1st dragoons; Lieut. White, 
ment Missour: volunteers; Lieut. Easton, 
battalion, judge advocate. 
By order of Col. S. Price. 









B. WALKER, 4) 





Brig. Gen. Woon, U.S. A. 


[Signed.! 
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The court met pursuant to the above order. Pre- 
sent, all the members. ; ‘ 

The prisoner not objecting to any o the members, 
was arraigned on the following charge and specifi- 
cations: 3 

—Rebellious conduct. 

Specthcation 1st—In this: That the said Pablo Mon- 
toya did, on or about the 19th day of January, 1847, 
excite the Indians and Mexicans to rebellious con- 
duct, assuming to be one of their principal leaders. 

‘ecification 2d—That the said Montoya did, on or 
about the 25th of January last, issuc a proclamation, 
exciting the people to rebellion. 

Specification 3d—That the said Montoya was en- 

ged in exciting the people to rob the United States 
wagons, loaded with public funds, then on their way 
from the United States to Santa Fe. All this in the 
territory of New Mexico. Et ; 

[Signed] R. WALKER, adjutant, 
Qd reg’t Mo. mounted volunteers. 


To which charge and specifications the prisoner 
pleaded not guilty. 


The court being duly sworn in the presence of the 


prisoner, Messrs. Lucian Thrustoa and Thomas 
Rowland were sworn as interpreters. 

Jose Maria Sandaval, a witness for the prosecu- 
tion being duly sworn, said: I was secretary for Pa- 
blo Montoya, the prisoner, and wrote the following 
letter, [marked A,] which I read to him, and he ap- 
proved. 

“From the superior authorities in command.” 


“No. A—The alcalde will, the moment he re- 
ceives this, arrange it so that he will present all the 
people of the Pueblo before me, at sunrise, well 
equipped with arms and provisions, that they may 
leave for Santa Fe with despatch. This moment, | 
have received intelligence of importance, requesting 
us to be in readiness before the forces from Santa 
Fe advance and overcome our forces at the different 
points, Rio Abajo, Canada, &c., &c. God and law. 

[Signed] PABLO MONTALLO. 

“Senor ALCALDE of the Pueblo. 

“San Fernando de Taos, Jan. 21, 1847.” 


Witness further states, that the letter marked B, 
was written by himself, at the instance of the pris- 
oner, Pablo Montallo, which he read to him, and he 
approved; and also letter marked C, was written by 
witness, at the instance of prisoner, which he read 
tohim, and he approved it, and authorized him to 
sign his name to it. 

No. B—The citizen Pablo Montolla, being the 
highest person empowered to command and also to 
appoint officers who will faithfully discharge their 
duties according to the arrangements of the splendid 
plans found on the 2Ist day of the present month—I 
hereby give authority to the alcalde of the Puebla de 
Taos, Don Francisco Navaujo, to write and the let- 
ters of this tribunal, and also to cause the people 
under his command to keep themselves well equip 
ped with arms, with the understanding that they 
will be chastized who disobey the orders and com- 
mands of the Senor Alcalde; published for good go- 
vernment. 

Given in San Fernando de Tavs, 22:1 Jan., 1847. 

[Signed] PABLO MOULLA. 


Empowered general of the superior command. 


No. C—This day I received intelligence from the 
commander of the Mexican forces, that yesterday, 
at the setting sun, the war commenced at the Cana- 
da with the foreign enemy. He also states that they 

ave already vanquished them; believing which, ho- 
hored Mexicans we shall come out triumphant in all 
our undertaking. I will commend you to God, that 

€ may give you the souls of valiant men, so that all 

the enemies you encounter, you may be able to con- 
quer, keeping in mind the rules and regulations pre- 
‘ented in the organized plan formed on the QIst day 
o the present month, the third observance of our 
adored laws. We are now fighting, and should we 
in wuish our enemy, we will again place our laws 

the best security the nature of the case will admit 

* Any prisoners th e ri i 
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that gurnelves possessors of the money and effects 
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triet Omplishing this, you will place it under the 
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my disposal, taking care not to let the people steal 
it, it being alone for the defence of our sacred coun- 
try. 

Do the favor to communicate all this as far as El 
Bao, that the people may rise and protect their fron- 
tier. You will give assistance with your people near 
Santa Fe, at the points where they may be most 
needed. It is extremely necessary that these orders 
should.be vigilantly executed. 

God and liberty. 

San Fernando de Taos, Jan. 25, 1847. 

{Signed } PABLO MONTOLLA. 

Answer this as soon as it comes to hand. 
Gentlemen authorities of the command. 

Witness further states, that prisoner was looked 
upon wherever he went by the rebellious party, as 
the general commanding the forces. 

Question by the prisoner—Did I direct the letters 
you wrote? 

Answer—You did: word for word; most of them I 
read over to you a second time, upon prisoner saying 
he did not distinctly understand what I had written. 
He then approved them, and authorized me to sign 
hia name to the letters, which I did. 

Antonio Jose Martinez, the priest, a witness for 
the prosecution, being duly sworn, says: On the 
morning of the 19th of January last, immediately af- 
ter the murder of Gov. Bent, prisoner, with others, 
came into my room for the purpose of finding Elliot 
Lee, an American, whom they supposed I had con- 
cealed. They were hunting William Lee. My room 
at that time, was filled with Indians and Mexicans. 
The murder of Governor Bent and others, was the 
commencement of the revolution. The prisoner be- 
ing tendered the appointment of general, at first re- 
fused it, but afterwards accepted it. The appoint- 
ment of prisoner as general, it was said, was to re- 
store good order among the Mexicans. 

Elliot Lee, a witness for the prosecution, being 
duly sworn, says that prisoner on the 20th of Janu- 
ary last, told him that he was commander in chief 
of the Mexican forces, and that he was the Santa 
Anna of the north, and that he was going to retake 


this territory, which the Americans bad taken from | 


the Mexicans. Prisoner asked me whether there 
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clock, a. m., and 2 o’clock, p. m., to-morrow, the 
7th inst. 


[Signed] STERLING PRICE, 
Col. commanding the army in New Mexico. 





Correspondenee of the Missouri Republican. 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, March 18, 1847. 
GENTLEMEN:— When General Kearny, under Mr. 


Polk’s orders, established the hermaphrodite govern- 
ment—half military and half civil—in this country, 
(a province taken from Mexico,) and called it a ter- 
ritory of the United States, he did not foresee many of 
the events which have since occurred. 


Together 
with many others who came here with him, the Gen. 


was mistaken in regard to the character of this peo- 
ple. Accustomed at home to a population who can 


appreciate human liberty and human progress, he did 


not anticipate internal difficulties, nor suppose that 
the boon of free and just government, which he 


seemed, at least, to proffer, would be rejeeted by any 


portion of the New Mexicans. Still, as to all his 
sirictly military arrangements, they were made (if 
not for the purpose) capable of the effect of suppres- 
sing domestic insurrection; though it may have been 
that this capability arose, not so much from an ex- 
pectation that the troops would ever be called to 
such a duty, as from the necessity of posting them in 
the positions assigned, in order to sustain the animals, 
and also to protect the Mexicans, while peaceable, 
against their Indian enemies. 

It is important in writing of things, that we treat 
all with justice. A false estimate of the value of 
New Mexico had prevailed in the United States, and 
so extensively too, as to deceive statesman of even 
the general and accurate information of Colonel 
Benton; for the resources of this provinnce were 
greatly overrated As was the case in ‘Texas before 
the expedition in 1841, the character of this people, 
their feelings, and views, were misunderstood in the 
United States; for it was supposed that they were 
at least willing, if not desirous to come under our 
government. And another error existed in regard 
to the amount of military foree which it was sup- 
posed Mexico could draw from this province, during 
the war. 

For these reasons, the military as well as political 


_and economical ones, being all unfounded, it is be- 


were wagons coming» from the states to Santa Fe, lieved that Col. Benton advised, and Mr. Polk order- 


with powder, and ball, and money? 


I told him [| ed, an army to be marched to this province, 


We 


understood there were, and that there were some came (may we be forgiven)—wwe saw—we conquered! 
two hundred thousand dollars in money in them.— | as | 
Prisoner told me to tell a straight tale, and if 1 did, 1, of the United Staies. It was but a military posses. 


should not be hurt. 


He said they were sending out | $i0, and was only expected to be such. 


Possession was taken by the General, in the name 


But the 


men to take them: they did go out, and brought back solemn farce was enacted of administering the oath 
some mules and horses. Prisoner started from home | Of allegiance to the United Siates, with nearly two 
with troops to go against the Americans, and said |tiousend American soldiers, with loaded arms, 


there were no Americans in Santa Fe, 
of them had been killed. 


for that all 
| 


around each village, and sixteen pieces of ordinance a 


ready to fre it. No wonder the Alcalde, under such 


Jesus Maria Tafoya, a witness for the prosecution, | @ duress, would swear by the whole calendar of 


being duly sworn, says: [ was interpreter on the 20th 
January last for Mr. Lee. Prisoner told me lo tell 
said Lee, if he did not answer the questions correctly, 
he had an instrument with which he could cut his 
throat. Prisoner told me toask Lee about some 
wagons going to Santa fe from the states, and whe- 
ther there was powder and ball and plenty of money 
inthem. Prisoner said something about sending out 
men to take those wagors, and that he would give 
out the proceeds among the people here. They did 
go out, but only brought back some horses and mules. 
Prisoner said that there were not more than two 
hundred troops in Santa Fe; boys, said he, don’t mind 
that; wecan kiil them all of. Prisoner said he was 
the Santa Anna of the north: he said he was com- 
mander in chief of the forces against the Americans. 
Prisoner did not start for Santa Fe; the other gener- 
als went; he remained here to keep good order.— 
The “*good order” was to keep the Mexicans here 
in arms and readiness to fight. This was the order 
to prisoner, which he had to execute as a part of his 
duty. 


The evidence was here closed, and the court ad-| {jt 


journed. 


ed, which was read over by the judge advocate, the 
court find the prisoner, Pablo Montoya, guilty of all 
the specifications to the charge, and guilly of the charge, 
and sentenced him to be hung by the neck until he is 
DEAD—at such time aud place as the colonel com- 
manding may direct, after the approval of the pro- 
ceedings. 

The court adjourned sine die. 

[Signed] W. Z. ANGNEY, 
President of the court, com’d infantry battalion. 
L. J. Eastin, judge advocate. 


The proceedings and sentence of the court in the 
above case are approved, and in conformity with the 
sentence, tie said prisoner, Pablo Montoya, will be 
hung by the neck until he is dead, in the centre of 
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saints! ‘The governor had fled when we reached the 
capital, or he too, with a row of cannon fronting his 
palacio, would have been made ‘a citizen of the 
United States,” in the face of the law which declares 
that no subject of a foreign power at war with the 
United Siates, can, during the war, become a citizen, 
He would have been metamorphosed, by a speech 
from the General, (and an vath, probably taken 
with a mental reservation that it should be broken 
as soon as convenient,) into an American citizen, by 
virtue of Mr. Polk’s orders, and here, on foreizn 
soul, himself an alien enemy, would have been enti- 
led to the protection of the United States govern- 
ment, as fuily as any native born or duly naturalized 
citizen and patriotin the S ates! Such was the doc- 
trine implied in all the Geueral’s acts: but as itdid 
not lead at once to its practical consequences, we 
suffered it to pass. 

There was a sort of interregnum in the government 
here, when we reached thecapital. Some civil gov- 
ernment was necessary for the convenience of the 
people, and a very good one was, in fact, established. 
as right enough that crimes against natural laws 


and good morals, should be punished: that rights 
After mature deliberation on the testimony adduc- | : P rights 


civil and social rather than political, should be pru- 
tected; and laws for this purpose were promulgated 
by the conquering general. We saw the necessity 
for this arrangement, during the war, or until our 
doings here could be examined by the people's rep- 
resentives at home: ‘The move, by the General, was 
a bold one, but, under the circumstances, it head to 
ve inade or the conquest abandoned; and we did not 
think it worthy of very serious antmadversion. 
There was an “attorney of the United States for 
the district of New Mexico” appoiuted, and a mar- 
shal, &c. but we only regarded the attorney as a 
very agreeable young gentleman with avery high 
sounding title, and never expected to see him in :he 
position he has since oecupied. We may have 
thought that if the United States should ave any 
pecuniary claims against any delinquent otficers hers, 


the plaza, in this town, between the hours of i] o’- | he migiit be useful enough im enforcing them, using 


173 












ee 


eee hn PLE —————— 


ERG ESE Aes tae 


























re 


eA a ee ET EE I 


SPS AMET PR OR ee 


ramen 5 Mae 
heen wieme ele 
olay a grag 











i 


Pans Pa an tt py cannes 
POP SAA gL ease Pee peer gees heen ha of 


sp dis 
Ba Roe 


= mre Se 
Paes SH ft 


2 A atts ONC ONS by eno e 


a Uae eee ms 


i: 


saws, 


eo ee ee ei fs 
SE a oe Seen = ee alpen 
2m 


aa 


So An Remi ves anne arn 





Cae MA BE 
Pas 


ae 


Ae, “ 
os . we 
alee ae 
sat oe 
fw eoe < 


Pra bat ee oad ome: 5 
Ce ete eee ee 
a as Ns dale a om 


Ha re 
ee ela 
S abeag = ae 


Oat 
ee 






tee wes 







* ee * iy 


FR Ra IT A” 
ai Se ee cats 
¥ ks toeks eek Oe aee 


se SHEMMINTIOE 





NILES NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 15, 1847-—-WAR WITH MEXICO. 



























for that purpose the machinery of the courts, which 
we knew to be necessary rhage It was plain 
enough that the process of the United States court 


for Missour:, could not run into New Mexico, nor 


even that of Texas; aud it might do no harm, some 
may have thought, to have a process for some such 
purposes, when there was no Very serious principle 
involved except that no authority, in constitution or 
law, appeared for the proceeding! 

But we did not then regard as hardly possible, 
whatis now history; for since the departure of Gen. 
Kearny, the aspect of affairs has changed very ma- 
tersally; and the district attorney, who was regarded 
as only an item of the terrilorial appendages of no 
great public consequence, is now aciing a part of no, 
little interest in the farcical, though still important, 
proceedings here. He prsecutes in the courts here 
individuals who were never citizens of the United 
States—for the crime of treason against the United 
States! 

The consummation of the ‘‘annexation” of this 
province to the Union, by Mr. Polk, is already before 
us. One Mexican has already been convicted of 
‘‘TREASON.”” He was indicted before the court 
here a few days ago, was found guilty of counselling 
the late attempt at revolution, and on the 16th, sen- 
terced tobe hung! True, on the petition of the 
Judge and others, (he execution of the sentence nas 
been postponed by the acting Governor, until the 
whole case can be referred to President Polk—the 
real father of the government here—for his consider- 
ation. ‘The ultimate decision of the case involves 
important principles. 

The name of this traitor is Antonio Maria Trozil- 
Jo. His counsel contended strongly that the whole 
proceedings were without law to support them, but 
invain. The Judge thought it his duty to go on. 

Thus, under the orders of Mr. Polk—so far as the 
machinery here can do it—the political relations of 
this people towards the United States are changed. 


If this conviction is legal, then ‘‘annexation” is com- 


plete; and the people of New Mexico must now be 
recognised as ‘‘fellow citizens.” A country which, 
with but few exceptions, is inhabited by ignorant, 
dishonest, treachorous men; and by women who are 
believed scarcely to know what virtue is, beyond its 
ame, is now partof the American Union! 

You, who have voices in the states, may do well, 
perhaps to think and speak of these things. Recon- 
cile them, if you can, with your regard for law—the 
constitution—liberty. And ask yourselvesif Mr. 
Polk is not advancing rapidly, not as a component 
part of the law making power, but as that power 
itself. 

Carry out the propositions, and see where they 
willlead you. ‘This people, if citizens, must be 
represented in congress. If they elect a delegate— 


and we have now here candidates feeling their way; | 


will you give him a seal? Nous verrons. Perhaps 
under the new order of things established by Me. 
Polk, (and for which, as the instrument, Gen. Kear- 
ny has been rather too severely Diaimed, having oeen 
bound, as a military man, to obey orders,) the dele- 
gate may even claim a vole!) Whatsay you? The 
doctrine which sustains a prosecution for treason 
against the United States, would at least entitle fiin 
to a seat and oblige you to have him; or, otherwise, 
you will notsustainthe already consuuuated ‘‘an- 
nexation.”” 


Again, we wish you to be prepared to protect the 
property and lives of all Mexicans, vorn and reared in 


this province, or domiciliated here, who may chance | 


| Hayti! 


to be imprisoned or otherwise improperly dealt with 
by any foreign power. Almost the entire population 
in New Mexico hate us a little worse than they do 
the devil; yet according to Mr. Polk’s court, if a 
single one of these ‘‘cilizens” gets into any unpleasant 


dilemma in the hands of any foreign power—he must | 
‘his is a Conse- | ) | 
| But ifthe conquered do not relish our government, 


be rescued by the United States. 


quence of the positions taken here. The relations 


of ‘citizens’ towards their government impose du- | 


ties on the former, but obligations on the latter also; | 
punishment. 


and every government Owes protection to ils ‘'cili- 
zens.” 
the district atlorney—towards whom 1 mean not the 
slightest persunal disrespect—ior we defend the 
New Mensica:s wgaiust the Nabajo Indians! 


The atiorney, however, was a tittle inconsistent, | 


] thought, i: one part of his ingenious argument. Fist | 
’ 5 - , 
‘than witha design of attempting its full and due 


having claimed this barren tact as a lerritory, he 


next claimed il, if not as a territory of the United | 
Now, 1 was in favor 01 | 
aunexing ‘Texas, because the people had establistied | 
their independence Voluntarily first, and being mosily | 


States, as part vl Jexas! 


emgrauts from the U. States, wished lo be annexcu, 
a very different case from that of the mongrel and 
motley population of New Mexico—but 1 did not 


dream, when 1 wrote a briel srticle for your paper | 
some years ago, in favor of anneXation, thal 1 was | 
urging the annexation of (his province of Mexico!— | Sublette, esq. the well known mountaineer, who has 





'ritory;” yet they are of no little consequence. 
| Mr. Polk, by the act of his presidential volition, can 
‘create territories, and make citizens thus, by a dash 


'ber absolutely necessary: 


| Nova Scotia? 
'of Oregon to Behring’s straits, and if so, how much 
-and what part of Kamschatka willyou send a gen- 
eral to conquer? 





But we are doing that now, said, in Court, | 


Till this day I never can understand how New MVex- 
ico became part of Texas—New Mexico has been 
regarded as one province by the Mexican government; 
Texas as another But how the latter swallowed up 
this worthless part of the globe, | never can under- 
stand. 

Or, if this ts really part of Texas, I beg of some 
enlightened friend of Mr. Polk to tell me why Gen. 
Kearny, under the orders of Mr. Polk, established a 
separate government here? Or, to go back a little, 
why did the free voters of Texas establish their gov- 
ernment so near the gulf, adopt a constitution, and 
organize even to the distribution of all officers, with- 
out asking a participation by the ‘“‘citizens of Texas 
here? And why did not the general give back to 
Texas her own, after we came here and conquered 
ii? When Armijo ran, and the general took the 
reins, he became the trustee of Texas, and should 
have rendered to his cestui qui trust an account of the 
property. Why did he appoint a governor, make 
up courts, create attorneys, judges, &c., under the 
government of the United States, instead of referring 
all these matters to Texas? As an independent 
state, ‘Texas is sovereign over her own territory;— 
then what right had the agent of Mr. Polk to appoint 
a governor over this portion of the ‘free and enlight- 
ened”—-this extremely well read and republican 
portion of the ‘‘citizens” of Texas? And then these 
courts, why they claim to be territorial courts, but 
are within the limits of a state! Are they not anom- 
alies? But we have many things here which seem 
to be sui generis. (Let me ask—is there a U. States 
court for the district of Texas? If so let its sphere 
be extended, and drive out these usurpers! Even 
our ‘‘district attorney of the United States for the 
territory of New Mexico” would, in that exent, find 
himself somewhat superfluous. 

But, if this is now a state or territory, how unfor- 
tunate for us that there are no orders here to draft 
the militia. We might in this way, soon have the 
army filled up from these ‘‘citizens,’? and then go 


| home to our wives and children—those of us who 


have not yet fallen victims to the rigor and unheal- 


_thiness of the winter climate here, operating on con- 
| stitutions from the climate of the old states, to say 
‘nothing of the other causes of disease and death— 
| causes which stiil sustain a most distressing mortality 
| among the troops. 


Jt is difficult to treat with due gravity, all the 
ridiculous propositions advanced regarding this ‘‘ter- 


of his pen, adding to our population as well as ex- 
tending our boundaries, we inust be careful to frame 
some new questions for the next presidential candi. 
dates. 

I would suggest the following, as among the num- 
1. Generally Speaking, 
how many new territories do you think ought to be 
added to the Union? 2. How much, and what part 
of Canada will you annex? 3. What say you to 
4. Will you extend the boundaries 


5. And will you, or will you 
not, convict the Kamschatkadules of TREASON 
against the United States, if they speak of revolt 
against the authority which you have forced upon 
them? These questions might do: but] have still 
one or two more. What do you say in regard to 
Cuba? and what do you think of the annexation of 


Let me not be misunderstood. Let murderers 
here be hung; let rogues and thieves be imprisoned, 
or, as is sometimes done, take the lash in the public 
square. Alli this is weli enough, and may prevail 
under the present government very properly, in order 
that we may hold the conquest until the war is over. 


let us not violate its Jaws—its coostitution—its prin- 
ciples—by attempting illegal and unconstitutional 
Ihave no sympathy with those who 
are opposed to the American government here; but 
I love my country, and it is painful to reflect how 
rapidly the one man power in advancing. Let it be 
clecked. 

These thoughts are hastily thrown together; to 
turn the attention of able minds to the subject, rather 


elucidation; and all reflecting Americans here, of 
whatever party al home, concur in these views with 


A VOLUNTEER. 





SANTA FF AND CHIHUAHUA. 
From the St. Louis Reveille. 


| Subletle’s arrival with despatches from Col. Doniphan. 


Danger of the trip. 
We have had a conversation with Solomon P. 


If 











just arrived, bearer of the American report of the 
battle of Sacramento. A letter from him date, 
Pawnee Fork, conveyed some idea of the hardghj 
attending his trip out that far. When he approach. 
ed the mountains in the neighborhood of Taos Vaile 
he heard of the massacre of Bent and others, ang 
was afterwards unable to persuade mento accom. 
pany him across. Furnished with the alarming a, 
count, and knowing nothing of what was further 
transpiring, he was forced, in his lonely situation, 1 
move with great caution. The Mexicans who had 
come out on the road, stated that they had possessio, 
of all the passes, and that it was their intention tg 
pen the Americans in the country, and destroy eve 
soul. After reconnoitring and dodging their com. 
panies for several days, Mr. Sublette succeeding jn 
joining our forces in Santa Fe, and safely delivereg 
his despatches. 


Taking the season, the distance, and the danger 
together, and the feat of safely bearing these des. ( 








whic 































patches will compare with any thing on record. Mr. Sir: 
Sublette,in his trip out and in, lost but two mules, your i 
a mess pan, and a lariat rope. These simple facts mornil 


jeut. 


prove how valuable experience is upon the prairies, 





The road from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe, over nd pr 
which inexperienced teamsters have travelled, has full 1 
scattered over its surface about five million dollars ituate 
worth of United States government supplies. The he ene 
bones of the cattle—and in many places the driver, bur ap} 


—lie side by side, a melancholy result, brought about 
alone by inexperience. Besides the wrecks of jp. 
numerable wagons, and a gricvous waste of proyj. 
sions, track the train route. 


Mr. S. from conversations with the volunteers now 
on duty in Mexico, is of the opinion that very few, 
if any of them can be induced to re-enlist. The de. 
sire to return home is general; and if troops do not 
arrive in time to relieve them at the expiration of 
their term of service, he thinks it will be difficult to 
retain them in the country. We hope the volunteers 
there have more regard for the interests of their 
country than to abandon the conquest they have 
won through such devotion and hardships. Their 
ehandonment of the country would preduce a neces. 
sary departure of every American, government of: 
ficers, traders and all; for those who would have 
the temerily to remain would certainly be massa- 
cred. 
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Asa sample of the feeling existing in Taos and ere sup 
Santa Fe, our informant says that previous to the pce po: 
receipt of Col. Doniphan’s capture of Chihuahua the ke Arra 









Mexicaus were very insolent—they would jostle 
Americans in the street—refuse to speak with them, 
except to offer wagers that Doniphan was a pri- 
soner in Chihuahua. As soon, however, as intel: 
ligence of the fight was received, they were entirely 
crest fallen, humble, and full of friendly profes 
sions. 
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Maaorr, the trader whom the authorities of Chi- I within 
huahua had condemned to death as a traitor, was doubt, fi 
not found in the city on its eapture, and when in Ply dis 
quiries were made after him by Col. D. the autho line, wit 
rities stated thut he had been sent to Durango, will 0M three 
orders if Chihuahua was taken to forward him further MP"? entre 
into the interior. Mr. 8. is of the opinion that they Bigs partly 
killed Magoffin, and that he was sent to the interior My posit 
in order that it might more quietly be consum- Wt 
mated. om ¢ 

Our informant expresses his opinion that Ger pln 
Kearney is by this time in Santa Fe. The oilicert By, - 
were expecting him about the latter end of April, » Sone - 
and time sufficient would then have elapsed for his The Cer 
arrival, after receipt of the despatches forwarded ile of in 
him by an express. a battery 

Coronet Mircnext. A letter from a responsible Mia leading 
source in Santa Fe, dated March 25th, and directed HMPnls, cross 
to a friend of ours in St. Louis. Writes— ectly und 

‘You are aware that Colonel Mitchell left somé n lerrec 
months since for Chihuahua, and joined Col. Dont “pang 
phan’s command. He was the master-spirit and dk we uch 
recting hand in the late battle of Sacramento” Be, ~ Aang 
He behaved with great coolness and judginent. Ma be uch 
M. L. Clark also distinguished himself. It was 0* ' leabilit 
of the most remarkable battles on record—a bo! illeat 












and daring act on the partof the Ameriean forces: 
You will receive by other channels a full report 
Capt. P. Thompson, U. 8. dragoons, accompanie 
Col. Mitchell. 

*Aiter the arrival of Col. Mitchell in Chihuahua 
an incident characteristic with the man occureé ‘A 
He was directed to make search of all the princip® 
houses for contraband of war. He arrived at the re 
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sidence of governor Trias, who had deserted o n and 7 | 
city and found bis house locked. He called i llery, Wer 
key. Au Englishman, Mr. Potts, president ° or fee™ unde 
mining company and mint, told him that the een the y 
ernor had leit the house and contents in his 6h?" MMRo),, bein 


and that he, (Col. Mitchel!) or no one should enlél 
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{ am informed by rejiable autherity that no} ment of the battery it was quickly drawn from its 
a ons were committed on the city, the troops| mask, and seizing upon a favorable position, protect- 
ing in good discipline. In fact, this march and | ed at the rear by a marsh from the attack of a large 
engagement of Col. Doniphan’s was a brilliant af- | 


gir, an’ 













Spalding is here also.” 


8 jor 


MAJOR CLARK’S OFFICIAL REPORT. 


Headquarters, Bat. Mo. Light Artillery, 

Camp near Chihuahua, Mexico, March 2, 1847. 
Sip—I have the honor to report that, agreably to entrenehments. ; 

instructions, I left camp, near J.auz, on the paring for a charge, my artillery advancing by hand | ters of the field. 
prorning of the 28th ult. accompanied by my adjutant, | 24 firing. ; ; 
: D. Walker, and non-commissioned staff, | ©2900 upon our line, mainly directed upon the bat- 
nd proceeded in advance to a position commanding | '€'Y but with little effect. 
full view of the enemy’s camp and entrenchments, 
ituated about four miles distant. 


overnor of Chihuahua. 


ainly discernible. ‘The entrenchiuicuts consisted of | right and left with such effect that, with the furmi-| l'i.ere were also 
line, with intervals composed of circular redoubts, | 
om three hundred to five iuwodred yards intervals, your own regiment, and Lieutenant Col. Miteheil’s 
ih entrenchments between each, covering Latte- 
is partly masked by cavalry. The redoubt nearest | on our right in great confusion. 
my position contained two pieces of connon, sup- 


ried by several hundred infavtry. 


0 Seco. 


The Cerro Sacramento, on his left, consisting of | rear, when Major Gilpin charged upon the enemy’s | animal 
pile of immense volcanic rocks, was surmounted 


a batiery commanding the main road to Chihua- 
leading directly in front of the enemy’s entrench- | tine the fire of our battery was opened upon the en- | 
nis, crossing the Rio Sacramento at the rancho, 

ectly under its fire, and also commanding the road 
m Terreon, immediately in its rear. ‘I he crossing 
the mai road over the Arroyo Seco, at the poimt 
M which my reconnoissance was made, laid direct- 
under the fire of the batteries on the enemy’s 
which rendered it necessary to ascertain the 
Clicabulity of a route more distant from the ene- 
' The passage was found to be 
Clicable with some little jabor, and the point se- 
ed as the best for the passage of the artillery and 


b 


s entrenchments. 


gon and merchant's trains. 


nts ap 


: peared to be about two miles, and his force 
men, the artillery being masked, the number 
caliber of tus cannon could not be estimated.— 
ther, | have the honor to report that the battalion 
artillery under my cou mand, composed of 110 
een » with a battery of six pieces vt 
y, Were, on the morning ol the battle, directed 
the direction o! Captain Weightman, 
the two columns of merctiant and provisiv 
masked from the view of the 


and 7 officers 


tm under 
een 


ons, being thus 
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= re eng . e . e — - 
it was under the British flag, and any violation | enemy; in this column my troops continued the march 
be reported to his government. Col. Mitchell | to within about 1,500 yards of the enemy’s most ad- 
ked that he must go in, and said he had a key | vanced position. Our direction was then changed to 
remar ould open the door. He sent his sergeant for | the right, and the coiumn having crossed the Arroyo 
whieb W izers, lit the match, and was advancing,| Seco within reach of the enemy’s fire, rapidly ad- 
r Englishman begged him not to fire, as| vanced towards the table land between the Seco 
brother was in the house, and surrendered him | and Sacramento; at this time the enemy was per- 
aoe An examination was made, aud nothing | ceived advancing from his entrenchments to prevent 
put private property was found, which was respect- | our seizing upon these heights, but by a rapid move- 


j will confer great glory on all concerned.— | ing on our rear, it was formed, and at once opened 
Major Walker, U. States army, is quite sick still.— | fire upon the enemy’s cavalry rapidly advancing upon | ing upon the road to Chihuahua. 


From this point, | him by a nine pound ball, at this stage of the action, | "emchments for the night. 
he enemy was discovered lo be in force awaiting} and several mules and oxen in the merchant wagons aeesatin pe a Aine the Mexican cavalry, to the 
ur approach, having occupied the ridge and neigh-| in our rear were wounded and killed, which, howev- of 8 sees ' ateaben, aay ake rancho and battery 
poring heights about Sacramento. Upon examina-| er, was the only damage done. The fire of our can- acramento, was avout three hours, and, during 
ion it was discovered that his entrenchments andj} non at this time had such good effect as to dismount "agpes i ‘ 
edoubts occupied the brow of an elevation extend-| one of the enemy’s pieces, and completely to dis-|SU°e 1” Stating that every officer and man of my 
ing across the rigdc, between the Arroyo Seco and Seog : ee. w ; 
pst of Sacramento, both of which, at this point, | forcing him to retire behind his entrenchments. For | @%¢ precision, which is sufficiently shown by the ad- 
ross the valley, from the clevated ridge of moun-/|a short time the firing on either side now ceased, and poration elect produced ‘by their fire, the great ac- 
sins in the rear of the village of Terreon, knewn| the enemy appeared to be moving his cannon and | CUracy of their aim, their expediency and ingenuity 
y the name of Sierra de Victorias, and that of ‘ied th ; a | 
n the east, and through which runs the Rio del) sition more towards the right, for the purpose of oc- | #94 Me prompt management of the pieces, rendered 
ombre de Dios. ‘I'bis valley is about four miles in 
idth, and entrenched by the enemy entirely across, : . + gphlhatacal ; | er 
rom mountain to mountain, the road to the city ef} and immediately after | was directed to send the | C@9Noncers generally required for the service of light 
hibuabua running directly through ils centre, and| section of howitzers to support a charge upon the | @fUllery, and but four of the twelve artillery carria- 
{ necessity passing near to and crossing the Rio enemy’s left. é ets ; yes: 
facramento at the rancho Sacramento, a strongly | Weightman to detach the section composod of two ates eight carriages being harnessed to 
uilt and fortified house, with adjoining corrals and | 12 pound mountain howitzers, mounted upon carria- | ™¥'S of the country. 
ther enclosures belonginging to Angel Trias, the| ges, constructed especially for field prairie service, 
From observation it was| and drawn by two horses each—these were com- 
certained that the enemy had occupied the site| manded by Lieutenants E. F. Chouteau and F. D. 
etween these hills, and that the batteries upon them} Evans, and manned by some twenty men, whose 
ere supported by infantry, his cavalry being in ad-| conduct in this action cannot be too much commend-| tery. In this action the troops under your command 
pnce positions, formed into three columns, between | ed. Captain Weightman charged at full gallop upon 
be Arroyo Seco and our advance. During these the enemy’s left, preceded by Captain Reed and his 
servations the enemy’s advance guard discovered | company of horse; and after crosssing a ravine some 
y party—approached rapidly, with the evideat in- | 150 yards from the enemy, he unlimbered the guns | 
ption of intercepting it; but being met by that of 
r troops which | had sent forward, it as rapidly | destructive five of canister into his ranks, 
frealed; at this time, also, the three columns of the 
pemy’s cavalry recrossed the Arroyo Seco, and 
lired behind their entrenchments. | thenapproach- | through it in the face of the enemy, and within a | 
f within six hundred yards of their most advanced 


doubt, from which point the enemy’s formation was | fire from three directions again opened his fire to the | 





The enemy’s| battery upon Cerro Sacramento, I was advancing |8 Y.ceable by bewg p 
ght and leit were strongly positioned—the Cerro | with our battery of four 6 pounders, under Lieuts. |} ned, for which 
joles on his right having bigh, precipitous sides, | Dorn, Kribben, and Labeaume, upon the enemy’s 
th a redoubt coumanding the surrounding couutry | right, supported by Major Gilpin on the left, and the | 
i the pass leading towards Chihuahua through Ar- | Wagon train, escorted by two companies of infaatry, | 


€ whole front of the enemy’s line of entrench 
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forces and the wagons following in the rear. To si- 
lence this battery, I had to anticipate your order to 
that effect by at once occupying the nearest of the 
enemy’s entrenchments, 1,225 yards distant; and not- 
withstanding the elevated position of the Mexican 
battery, giving him a ploughing fire into my en- 
trenchment, which was not defiladed, and the greater 
range of his long nine pounders, the first fire of our 
guns dismounted one of his largest pieces, and the 
fire was kept up with such briskness and precision 
of aim, that this battery was soon silenced and the 
enemy seen precipitately retreating. The fire was 
_ body of the enemy’s cavalry ascertained to be hang-|then continued upon the Rancho Sacramento, and 

the enemy’s ammunition and baggage train retreat- 


By this fire the 
us. At this moment, his charging column was about| house and several wagons were rendered untenable 


900 yards distant, and the effect of our strap shot and | and useless. By this time Lieutenant Col. Mitchell 
shells were such as to break his ranks and throw his | had scaled the bili, followed by the section of how- 
cavalry into confusion. The enemy now rapidly | itzers under Capt. Weightman, and the last position 
deployed into line, bringing up his artillery from the | of the Mexican forces taken possession of by our 

During this time our line was pre-| own troops, thus leaving the American forces mas- 


Having silenced the fire from Cer- 
The enemy now opened a heavy fire of|ro Sacramento, our battery was removed into the 


plain at the rancho, where we gained the road and 


were in pursuit of the enemy when | received your 
Lieutenant Dorn had his horse shot from under order to return and encamp within the enemy’s en- 


From the time of first 


the whole time of the action, | take the utmost plea- 


perse his cavalry, and drive him from his position, command did his duty with cheerfulness, coolness, 


wounded, whilst our line prepared to change our po- | ‘9 Supplying deficiencies in the field during the action, 


cupying a more advantageous ground. One object still more remarkable from the fact that | had, dur. 
being soon gained, the order to advance was given, | !98 the fight, less than two thirds the number of 


I immediately ordered Captain R. H.| 8° belonging to my battery harnessed with horses, 


During the day my staff were of the greatest ser- 
vice, Adjutant L. D. Walker having been sent with 
the howitzers, and the non-commissioned officers ree 
maining with me to assist in the service of the bat- 





have captured from the enemy one 9 pounder, one 6 
pounder, and seven 4 pounder guns, all mouuted on 
'new stock-trail carriages. ‘Their pieces were all 
| manufactured in Chihuahua, except the six pounder 
within 50 yards of the entrenchments, and opened a | which is an old Spanish piece. ‘Three of the four 

which was | pounders were made at the mint in Chibuahua; seven 
warmly returned, but without effect. Capt. Weight- | of the ten pieces were spiked, but have been uuspik- 
man again advanced upon the entrenchment, passing | ed since their capture; four uf them were rendered 


| unserviceable in the action; one entirely dismounted 
few feetof the ditches; and in the midst of a cross | and seized by my adjutant whilst in the act of boing 


y the retreating enewy.— 


wi | : taken two pieces of artillery, 
dable charge of the cavalry and dismounted men of | mounting three wall preces of 15 inch caliber eacis 
2 ’ 


and these are formidable weapuns upon a charging 
escort, the enemy were driven from the breastworks | force. Wath these twelve pieces of artiliery was 

taken a due proportion of ammunition, implements 
At this time, under a heavy cross fire from the | harness, mules, &c., and they may be rendered 


roperly repaired and mane- 
i purpose | would ask for fur- 
|t.er reinforcement cf my command. It jg wath 
feelings of gratnude to the Ruler of all batties 


(that 1 have now the honor to report th 
x 4 , lat 
under Captains E. J. Glasgow and Skilman, in the P joe not 


One man of my command has been hurt, 
» with the exception of one horse, kiljed yn- 
uievant Dorn, chief of the first section of 6 


pounder guns, and of one mule belonging to the 


United States, shot under one 
emy’s extreme right, from which ; ntinued fire | ne has ¢ - * Carri t a insee tees 
j ght, a continued Are | neither has a gun or carriage of my battery been 


had been kept up upon our line and the wagon train. | touched except in one instance, where a pi 

‘T'wo of the enemy’s guns, were now soon dismount- | ball struck the Lire of a wheel Without r “ain pound 
ed on their right; that battery sileuced, and the ene- |jury. This isa fact worthy of notice "tikes ot ile 
my dislodged from the redoubt on Cerro Frijoles.— | damage was done to a command greatl be ce aan 
Perceiving « body of lancers forming for the purpose | the enemy’s fire, and of itself made a Soe toe > 
vf out-flanking our left, and attacking the mer-| vy the evemy, if 1 may so judge by the shower 
chants’ wagons under Capt. Glasgow, | again opened | cannon and other shot constantly Sdurgh tig “an ol 
upon them a very destructive fire of grape and | long as the enemy continued to ocey nny seaithins. 
spherical case shot, which soon cleared the left of | 1 migit call your attention to the inditidual ae 
our line; the enemy, vacating his entrenchments and | of personal courage and good conduct of tw ances 
deserting his guns, was hotly pursued towards the | command, as well as of the intrepid braver : all = 
mountains beyoud Cerro Frijoles, and down the Ar-! determined courage of many of your wot a on 
reyo Seco to Sacramento, by both wings of the ar- | and Lieutenant Col. Mitchell’s a me ‘ae 
my, under Lieutenant Colonel Mitchell, Lieutenant) » ith us upon the enemy’s works, were it re oe 
Colonel Jackson, and Major Gilpin, and by Captain | sible, in any reasonabie space ’ ong sot. ao impos- 
Weightman, with the sections of howitzers. ; 6 80 man 


During | equaily worthy of distinction, and d 
: A , id no 
this pursuit my officers repeatedly opened their fires | that other fieid officers on that occasion counts. 


upon the retreating enemy with great effect. To} port the proceedings of their own comma d 
cover this flight of the enemy's forees from the en. | the praiseworthy conduct of their own th ene 
trenched camp, the heaviest of his cannon had been | men. M. L Chah and 
taken from the entrernchmenis to the Cerro Sacra- To Coil. A. W. Doniphan, commanuin, A. a 
mento, and a heavy fire opened upon our pursuing | forces in the stale of Chituabua. > ita pana 





_oragged from the field b 


centre, and forced him from his entrenchments under | der Lie 
a heavy fire of artillery and small arms; at the same 
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THE LIGHT ARTILLERY CORPS. 
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Several] articles have been published, and that too in 
some of the leading journals of the country, attributing 
the origin of the light artillery corps in our service to the 
Hon. Jozz R. Pornsert, whilst that gentleman filled the 
office of secretary of war. Confident that such an crror 
in point ef fact would be immediately ascertained and 
corrected by the journals in which they originated or 
were afforded cucrency, we refrained from noticing it at 
the time. ‘T’o our astonishment, however, no such cor- 
rection has been made,—except indeed, that the United 
States Gazette, of the 12th instant, states that a law had 
passed congress as early as the year 1816, authorising 
the secretary of war to organize four companies of “flying 
artillery,”"—taken from the artillery of the standing army. 
This was long prior to Mr. Poinsetv’s beceming secreta- 
ry of war. 

Justice should be done to earlier statesmen and earlier 
officers. It is incomprehensible, how events, not so very 
remote should have been so soon forgotten. 

So early as the administration of Mr. Jefferson, when 
Gen. Dearborn was at the head of the war department, a 
corps Of light artillery—then called “flying artillery,’— 
Was organized by Captain Greorce Perer, a native of 
Maryland, who was at the time, in command of fort 
McHenry, and one of the best officers that ever was in 
ourartmy. We recollect him well, and his corps of light 
artillery a'so. 


_ This description of force had attracted much attention 
in Europe, and to the improvements which Napoleon 
made in its organization. were attributed in no smal! de- 
gree, the victories which he ob‘atned so rapidly. Im- 
provements have been made since that day, of which 
recently organized corps have had the advantage, but the 
company commanded by Capt. Peter was as well disci 
plined, and maneuvered with as much precision, and | 
with nearly as much rap‘dity. as the admirable company 
that marched from Baltimore last suusmer under Major | 
Rineeo.n, and thatis suying all thatneed be soid. The 
Jatter had the advantage of having every man of his 
company mounted. In Peter’s company those who 
moved the pieces, when limbered, and those in charge of 
the ammunition. were mounted; the rest of the men were 
in cars, drawn by horses with as much facility as the 
guns. ‘This was a mode adopted in the French army at 
the time. Peter had in his company several foreigners. 
amongst them French artillery men, that had becn well 
drilled. ! | 

Mr. Jefferson, as well as the then secretary of war, | 
Genera! Dearborn, took great interest in Captain Peter's 
company, and frequently inspected its manceuvering.— 
The company was ordered from fort McHenry to the 
city of Washington, in July 1808. to afford such an op- 
} Ortunity, and was present and reviewed at the national 
anniversary. 

During the winter of 1808-9, in order to frustrate 
the treasonable operations of Aaron Burr, the army 
was concentrated at New Orleuns, under General 
Wilkinson, then commander inchief. Capt. Peter’s 
flying artillery, proceeded to Pittsburg, embarked in 
flat boats, in mid winter, and soon after reported at 
heac quarters, with the loss of but a single herse on 
the route. 


A parade of the army wasordered. All New Or- 
Jeans went to enjoy the sight. Every one was anx- 
jous to witness the new manceuvering of artillery.— 
Officers of the revolutionary army, yet in the prime of 
life, were there on duty, in their pride of experience, 
slow to admit innovations. Younger and enterpri- 
sing officers were there,—among them commanding a 
company, was Captain Scorr, now commander in 
chief of the United States army. No company on | 
parade bore comparison in appearance or disci- | 
pline, with Peter’s light artillery. 

When ordered to marcmuvre, Peter’s proceeded a 
distance of three miles, dismounted, unlimbered, 
formed battery, fired a national salute, remounted, 








returned to where he started from, dismounted, un- | 
'rapidly handled. 


limbered, formed battery, and fired another salute, 
in the space of twenty two minutes. 

That winter an act passed congress authorizing 
a regiment of light artillery, and officers were ap- 
pointed to command of companies therein. Peter 
was named for senior Captain. With the session 
however Jefferson’s presidency expired. Captain 
Peter conswered himself on some occasion so ill 
treated by General Wilkinson that he resigned his 
commission. The horses of his company were soon 
after ordered to be sold. His lieutenant, Grsson, 
signally distinguished himself in the war with Eng- 
land and was killed at the memorable battle of Fort 
Erie. 

Major Peter retired to private life, except occa- 
sionally serving in the legislature of the State or 


representing the Montgomery district in the United | congressioual districts, has not yet been distinctly | king We 





States congress, always to the salisiuction of his | 


constituents and to the public benefit. 
oflicer 1s entitled to the credit of originally introdu- 
cing light artillery into the United States army, 
Georce Perer, of Montgomery county Maryland, 
is the man; and Tuomas Jerrerson is entitled to the 
credit of urging and securing its. adoption in the na- 
tional councils. 


If any one | decided first one way aid then the other, and then) 





tion the probability being that Mr. Dromgoo}e had 
majority of 16 in the former, and Bocock (bot) ad. 


BUSINESS CIRCLES. ‘ ne 
ministration) a majority of twoin the latter 


SEASON AND crops. The rain of last week, though 


not copious, refreshed vegetation and improved the ap- | doubts are entertained as to both. Exclusive : 
pearance of the growing wheat, rye, and grass, amaz- | those two, seven admrnistration and six whig see, 


ingly. The promise however, is as yet far from luxuri- | sentatives are elected. 


ant. 


InpDIAN conN. ‘The failure of many fields of winter 
grains, low price of tobacco, and the comparatively 
high price of corn, has set all our farmers to planting 
corn. If the season proves propitious, such another 
crop of corn never has been sheiled out in this country 
as has been planted within a few weeks past. Our own 
folks will be sadly in want of food before husking time, 
for so clean a sweep has never before been made for 
exportation as is now making. Corn, pound for 
pound, sclls now in Europe for as much as wheat, 
within a very fraction. It commands 98 to 100 cents 
per bushel now at New York, the bushel weighs seve- 
ral pounds less than that of wheat. Nothing that our 
agriculturists can produce will pay as well at present 
prices. 


THE DEMAND FOR BREADSTUFFS AND PROVISIONS, for ex- 
portation to Europe continues. Forty vessels are at 
this moment taking in cargoes in the single port of Bal- 
timore; four ships are loading with tobacco. ‘There was 
eleared during the week ending on Thursday, from this 
port, 16.403 bbls. flour, 20,227 bushels wheat, 79,960 
bushels corn, 35,000 bushels oats, and 13,000 bush- 
els shipstuffs. Flour at New York commands 
$7,873. ‘The canals have just opened and commence 
pouring down stores from the west. Shipping now 
crowds that harbor, and freights are down to 2s. for flour 
to Liverpool, and for grain in proportion. 

At the same time intelligence reaches us that the Rus- 
sian ports of the Baltic have immense stores of grain 
er Menten yore to open, and Snes shipping - 
grea! in eman to conve it to the open orts O ; ° : 

Frane England, Ireland aad Gelsione aioasies neral have been found in the region of the gulf of Mex. 
’ ene Ay % 7 q | ico Along the line which divides Florida from Alabs. 
quanuties of grain are also shipped from the Russian and | yo. pear Lake Borgne, in Lousiana; on the ‘l'init 
Turkish ports of the Black Sea, and Egypt is pouring! pi? at ’ ee ’ ee rinity 
: River, in Texas; and Lieut. 'lVilden has recently disco: 


out once more of its abundance. | vered i ; ; ; 
. oe | vered extensive deposites near Revill ¢ Ri 
But what is all this towards feeding the many millions | Grande. P evilla, on the Rio 


of human beirgs whose scant stores are becoming eve- | 
ry day more and more exhausied. Vhe want will far, 
exceed the supply. ‘Ihe dispute now is, what number 
between half a million and two millions of fellow be- | 


The Mexican government have directed every plago; 
the vicinity of ther capital tw be fortified, and have ro my 
ed Generals Almonte, Bravo, Rincon and Agea a 
perintend their construction. Almonte on the 14th rng 
menced his duties by reconnoitering the road froin Vent ; 
de Cordova, to San Martin Tesmelucan. a 





The number of the killed and wounded of oY 
army at the battle of Sierra Gordo, is ascertained : 
be, says the N. Orleans Picayune: 1 volunteer office: 
killed: 14 regular officers, and 7 voluuteer offices 
wounded; 39 regular and 3 volunteer privates 47). 
led; 195 regular and 48 volunteer privates wounde) 





GaLVANIZING INSECTS. —Rings of alternate zine ang 
copper wire, placed one upon the other round the trunk 
of a fruit tree infected with insects, it has been discover. 
ed, willshock or kill the insect, and presreve the fru 
This is a simple process and if effective as stated will 
be a valuable discovery. ery 

Parer. From statistical documents presented be. 
fore congress it appears that the capital employed jg 
the manufacture of paper in the United States jy 
$18 000,000; the number of mills 700; the annug! 
product $17 000,000, aud the number of opcratiyes 
employed 100,000. 





Coin REGION. Extensive beds of this invaluable mi. 








RECEPTION OF THE U. 8. SHIP JAMESTOWN. 
This splendid bearer of evidences of a sat ion's 


| ings must certainly perish in Ireland alone, from mage | sympathies reached Cork in fifteen days from Boston, 
and its concomitanis before their next crop can be’ frich papers speak of the event as ‘‘one of the prov- 


athered. | : Ate ap 
« This brings us to a consideration of the condition of, | dest in American history; which speaks trumpet: 

F wa ye ,; tongued for the nationa) benevolence, and is proba- 
nope money anxur. How ist likely that cash will biy the noblest charity on record.” 

10 ) ayme 0 s . . . - 
breadstufts? *Proofa of increasing difficulties In the | wes Pacer ane of the arrival, Rear Admiral vit 
money circles of both France and England, multiply. “*: igott despatehed an officer to enquire if assis: 
The Bank of England, according to the last official) @0ce w ould be acceptable, and soon alter the Brit. 
statement, has but little over half the amount of coin and | ish naval steamer Avon went out to tow her in— 
bullion in vault, that was there a few months since.— | Thousands flocked to see and welcome the noble 
‘The amount falls now below ten mullious sterling. The! ship. ‘The bells of Shandon and the Cathedral were 
rate of interest charged by the bank has been increased | joyfully rung, and in the evening the cove of Cork 
from 3 per cent. to 5 per cent. Discounts out of bank |"was splendidly illuminated. A requisition of the 
command from 6 to 63 per cent. Ihe se are TUInOUS | Cork district ruil way committee cailed upon the 
rates to men of small cupital in business there, and will Mayor of Cork to assemble the citizens to devise 


yrosirate many. _ 
Tbe last » ee from Liverpool brought a larger | means of welcoming and acknowledging the Bn 
amount of specie than any previous arrival. ‘The| A deputation of the gentry of Cork headed by Ur 
amount is said to approach two and a half millions of | Millett, J. P. waited upon Capt. Forbes on the 13th, 
dollars. Elach of tbe packet ships comes freighted with | with an sddress; to which he replied in suitable and 
more or less. Over twenty five millions of dullars must | touching terms. On the 15th a splendid dinne 


have been received within a few months. ‘This is all) was given to tle captain, attended by the most dis 



















































expenses, and the immense sums that have been sent and | Maurice Power presided. 
are now going to New Orleans, &c., to purchase sup- Amongst the letters of apology for non attendancelm™ 
plies for our armies,—this influx of specie from abroad, | which were read, was the following. r 
fully sustains the banks o' the Atlantic cities. Money is “Cork, April 15, 1847. 
_ ‘The banks continue to discount free- “GenTLEMEN: With pleasure and thanktulness 
ly at legal rates; ve per cent has been taken in a acvepled your kind invitation to assist at the festiva 
cases, and safe end shurt paper is:readily Cone» AN the in honer of him whom all freland delights to honor 


‘is make ndends for the last si ths. | jt 
banks make handsome dividends for the last s1x mon | L esteemed a high privilege to te allowed to my 


And yet the community have seldum found it more diff. | , nded 
cult to get along with their payments. ‘The increased humble tribute ol respect to the highmi Jostot 


price of articles of subsistence bears very severely upon | lanthropic, seif sucriticing Bennett Forbes, of Bo a 
vur labouring people. Fifty per cent, and in sume things | “Circumstances over which | have no con 
such essentials as corn, bacon, beef, flour, &c., double | place an insurmounteble obstacle to my parlicip 
ihe prices they had for sume time obtained them at,| yon this evening in your delightful demonstrat 
makes a vast difference in the ways and means ofa las | of gratitude to the man that nrst opened the vis 
aye be spring business has been done by the | toa blissiul scene of universal peace, by re 
merchants. Bese. een usualof it fur cash, without! # esse! of war from the shores of the arg 
which a trader can hardly come ito successtul compe- | 110 the most tagnificent of British wat erlt juvd 
tition just now. ; gvdlike imission ol pure humanity and brothel J 
a |U, may Unis sweet spirit be speedily diffuse Ry 
The result in some of the, pele to pole, uniting all mankind as one epe 
wants of each muividual, of every © , 
We have had three of the districts, | #0d clime, the warm concern of the wher 
been nobly done by the benevolent estizene 
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well for us, provided the Europeans can stand it. They | tinguished men of Cork and its vicinity. Capt. Fo i 
must hold on manfully to each other, to keep up sucha] pes was the hero of the day, and acquitted himself the Beh 
current much longer. It an, explosion commences in| syrmirably. On the I6lh a fublie meeting wos tel Sh 
a we should have to bear a share of the general ruin. | in the county court house, Cork, for the purpose The \ 
Notwithstanding the heavy dratt that government has | ¢™bodying acknowledgments. De stricty es 
been making upon our money market to defray the war | Ihe dinner wasat the inilitary hall, Cove. Ut pear ie 
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back again, during the week. Fuxton, (whig) is| ton: ; o} whillMBrestest 
elected by 2 majority of 6 voles. ‘The votes stead, ‘*Assuring you of the deep regret | “om ‘i 0 God) er 
for Fulton, 2,084, McMullen, 2,078, Goodson 1,203,| writing this spology, ! a gentlemen, his. we 
showing an administration majority in the district} estccts, our tost devoted, | \ THEW: the } 

of eleven hurdred votcs, notwithstanding a whig tHEOBALD MA rth bette 
is elected. ‘*Mesors. Scorr and Drew. inate ay 






